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Wegislative Assembly

Thursday, the 23rd November, 1978

The SPEAKER (Mr Thompson) took the Chair
at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

MEMBER FOR MT, MARSHALL
Party Designation: Statement by Speaker

THE SPEAKER (Mr Thompson): Correspon-
dence has been received by the Clerk of the House
from the member faor Mt. Marshall indicating that
the member has resigned from the WNational
Couniry Party and as from today's date will take
his place in the House as a member of the National
Party.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY CHAMBER
Photographer: Statement by Speaker

THE SPEAKER (Mr Thompson): | wish 1o in-
form members that 1 have given approval for
Channel 9 to take in the Chamber in the next
few minules a silent film which is to be used
in some work that Channel 9 is doing in con-
nection with the 150th anoiversary celebrations.

RAILWAYS
“Athany Progress”: Petition

MR WATT (Albany) [2.18 p.m.): | have a
petition which reads as follows—

The Honourable the Speaker ahd Members

of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament

of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.

We, the undersigned citizens of Albany in

Weslern Australia:

1. Believe that the withdrawal of the West-
rail Albany Progress Passenger service
from Perth to Albany and return is de-
trimental 1o our town and is not in the
best intcrests of the people of Albany.

2. Call upon the Siate Government (o
abandon its plans 1o withdraw this
service.

3. Call upon the State Governmen! to im-
prove and update the service to make
it more economical and more comforl-
able.

Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray that

you will give this matter earnest considera-

tion and your Petitioners, as in duty bound,
will ever pray.

[ASSEMBLY)

The petition bears 436 signatures, | cerlify that
it conforms with the Standing Orders of the Leg-
islative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: [ direct that the petition be
brought 1o the Table of the House.

(Sec petition No, 56).

RAILWAYS
“Afbany Progress™: Pegition
MR BRYCE (Ascot—Deputy Leader of the
Opposition) [2.19 p.m.]): ] have a petition from
421 cilizens of Weslern Australia which reads as
follows—
The Honourable the Speaker and Members
of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament
of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
WE, the undersigned cilizens of ALBANY
in Western Australia:
I.  Believe that the withdrawal of the West-
rail Passenger service from Perth to
Albany and return is detrimental 1o our
fown and is not in the best interests of
the people of Albany,

2. Call upon the State Governmenl 1o
abandon its plans 1o withdraw this
service.

3. Cuall upon the Siate Governmenl to

improve and updale the service to make
it more economical and more com-
fortable.
Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray that
you will give this maller earnest considera-
tion and your Petitioners, as in duty bound,
will ever pray.
I certify that it conforms with the Standing Orders
of the Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: 1 direct that the petition be
braughi 10 the Table of the House,

(See petition No. 57).

RAILWAYS
“Altbany Progress”: Petition

MR CARR (Geraldton) [2.20 p.m.]: 1 have a
petition which reads as follows—

The Honourable the Speaker and Members of

the Legislalive Assembly of the Parliament of

Western Australia in Parliament assembled.

WE, the undersigned citizens of ALBANY

in Weslern Australia:

1. Believe that the withdrawal of the Wesi-
rail Passenger train service from Perth to
Albany and return is detrimental 1o our
town and is nol in the best interests of
the people of Albany.
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2. Calf upon the State Government to aban-
don its plans to withdraw this service.

1. Call upon the State Government to im-
prove and update the service to make
it more economical and more comfort-
able.

Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray that
you will give this matter earnest considera-
tion and your Petitioners, as in duty bound,
will ever pray.

The pelition bears 438 signatures. 1 have signed
to certify that it conforms with the Standing
Orders of the Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No, 58).

RAILWAYS
“Albany Progress”: Petition

MR McIVER (Avon) [2.2]1 pm.l | have a
petition which reads as follows—

The Honourable the Speaker and Members
of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament
of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
WE, the undersigned citizens of ALBANY in
Western Australia:

1. Believe that the withdrawal of the West-
rail Passenger service from Perth to
Albany and return is detrimental to our
town and is not in the best interests of
the people of Albany.

2. Call upon the Statc Government to
abandon its plans to withdraw this ser-
vice.

3. Call upon the State Government to im-
prove and update the service and make
it more economical and more comfort-
able.

Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray that
you will give this matter earnest considera-
tion and your Petitioners, as in duty bound,
will every pray.

This petition bears 427 signatures. I certify that
it conforms with the Standing Orders of the Legis-
lative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No. 59).
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AGED PERSONS: AUTUMN CENTRE SITE
Dianella: Petition
MR WILSON (Dianella) (222 p.m.]1: T have
a petition from 792 citizens of Western Australia
which reads as follows—
We the undersigned citizens of Western Aus.
tralia—
Call upon the State Government to review
the decision not to allow a portion of Reserve
No. 29753 to be separately reserved and
vested in the City of Siirling for an Autumn
Centre in Dianella, particularly in the light
of the fact that an appropriate alternative
site is not available for this much needed
Community recreation facility,
The petition conforms with the Standing Orders
of the Legislative Assembly and T have certified
accordingly.

The SPEAKER: 1 direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No. 62).

RAILWAYS
“Albany Progress”: Petition
MR T. H. JONES (Collie) [2.23 p.m.): | have
a petition addressed to the Honourable the Speaker
and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament as-
sembled. It reads as follows—

We, the undersigned citizens of Albany in

Western Australia:

i. Belicve that the withdrawal of the West-
rail Passenger service from Perth to Al-
bany and return is detrimental to our
town and is not in the best interests of
the people of Albany.

2. Call upon the State Government to
abandon its plans to withdraw this
service, A
3. Call upon the State Government to im-
prove and update the service to make
it more economical and more comfort-
able.
Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray that
vou will give this matter earnest considera-
tion and your Petitioners, as in duty bound,
will ever pray.
The petition is signed by 228 people and 1 have
certified that it conforms with the Standing Orders
of the Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: T direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.
{See petition No. 60).
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RAILWAYS
“Albany Progress”: Petition

MR PEARCE (Gosnells) [2.24 p.m.): On
behalf of the member for Warren | have a petition
addressed to the Honourable the Speaker and mem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament
of Western Australia in Parliament assembled. Tt
reads as follows—

We, the undersigned citizens of Albany in
Weslern Australia:

1. Believe that the withdrawal of the West-
rail Passenger service from Perth o Al-
bany and return is detrimental to our
town and is not in the best interests of
the people of Albany.

2. Call upon the State Government 1o
abandon its plans to withdraw this
service.

3. Call upon the State Government to im-
prove and uvpdale the service to make

it more econcmical and more comfort-
able.

The petition bears 422 signatures. 1t is respect-
fully worded and ends with a prayer. 1 certify
that it conforms with the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: 1 direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House,

{See petition No, 61).

RACING INDUSTRY
Independent Tribunal: Petition

MR BATEMAN (Canning) [2.25 p.m.]: 1 have
a very important pelition lo present and 1 should
like the Deputy Premier to listen to it. It is
addressed to the Honourable the Speaker and
members of the Legislative Assembly of the Par-
liament of Western Australia in Parliament
assembled, and it reads as follows—

We, the undersigned, residents in the State of
Western Australia do herewith pray that Her
Majesty's Government of Western Australia
will urgently support an appeal to appoint
an independent tribunal to hear grievances
from people so affected by decisions of stew-
ards which have or could cause considerable
hardship 1o themselves and their families.
Such a decision has in past years caused the
loss of employment in the racing industry lo
the extent of bankruptcy in many cases
brought about by total unemployment.
Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray thad
your honourable House will give this matter
earnest consideration and your Petitioners as
in duty bound will ever pray.

[ASSEMBLY]

The petition bears 455 signatures and 1 cerlify
that it conforms with the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: 1 direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No. 63).

EDUCATION: PERTH TECHNICAL
COLLEGE
Art Department: Petition
MR T. ). BURKE (Perth) {2.26 p.m.]: 1 have
a similar, but somewhat more prayerful petition
than the petition 1 tabled Jlast week. It is
addressed to the Honourable the Speaker and
members of the Lepislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament
assembled, and it reads as follows—
We, the undersigned request the building of
the North wing of the new Perth Technical
School and the renovation of the Old Boys
Schoo! to accommodate the Perth Technical
College Art Department should precede the
building of (he State Library, in order that
public money is not wasted and present
courses may conlinue wilthout interruption.
The student body resolves that it will not
move to temporary and entirely unsatisfactory
accommodation.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that
you will give this matter earnest consideration
and your pelitioners, as in duty bound, will
ever pray.
1 certify that the petition conforms with the Stand-
ing Orders of the Legislative Assembly,

The SPEAKER: 1 direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.
(See petition No. 64}.

ABORIGINES
Yagan Statue: Petition
MR HARMAN (Maylands) [2.27 p.m.]): ! pre-

sent a petition from 312 residents of Western
Australia. It reads as follows—

That the Government erect a stalve of Yagan
in a prominent position in the City of Perth.
The petition conforms with the Standing Orders

of the Legislative Assembly and | have certified
accordingly.

Mr Tonkin: s that a racist smirk 1 see on
somebody’s face over there?

The SPEAKER: T direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House,

{See petition No. 66).
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PORNOGRAPHY
Exploiration of Children: Petition

MR BERTRAM (Mt. Hawthorn) [2.28 p.m.] X
have a petition directed to the Honourable the
Speaker and members of the Legislative Assem-
bly of the State Parliament. 1t has been signed
by 141 people. 1 have certified it conforms with
the Standing Orders of the Legislative Assembly.
The pelition has been provoked substantially be-
cause it is said that certain films being shown in
theatres in Perth are classified “M™ when it is
thought they most certainly should be classified
“R”. The petition touches on the question of the
greater protection of children from exploitation
through pornography.

The SPEAKER: 1 direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No. 65).

PORNOGRAPHY
Exploitation of Children: Petition

MR PEARCE (Gosnells) [2.29 p.m.1: I have
a petition from 101 citizens of Western Australia
dealing with the same matler as that contained
in the petition presented by the member for Mt.
Hawthorn; that is, the prevention of exploitation
of children through pornography. 1 believe the
terms of the petition are known to the House. It
is respectfully worded and it is very prayerful. It
conforms with the Standing Orders of the Legis-
lative Assembly and T have certified accordingly.

The SPEAKER: 1 direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

fSee petition No. 67).

PORNOGRAPHY
Exploitation of Children: Petition

MR HARMAN (Maylands) [2.30 p.m.1: 1 pre-
sent a petition from 29 residents of Wesiern Aus-
tralia. It is directed 1o the Speaker and members
of the Legislalive Assembly and it concerns the
matters which have been raised by the two pre-
vious speakers; that is, the question of the pre-
vention of the exploitation of children through
pornography. It conforms with the Standing
Orders of the Legislative Assembly and 1 have
certified accordingly.

The SPEAKER: 1 direct that the petition be
brought 1o the Table of the House.

fSee petition No. 68).
{1
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MINING BILL
Council's Amendments

Amendments made by the Council now con-
sidered.

In Commitiee

The Chairman of Committees (Mr Clarko)
in the Chair; Mr Mensaros (Minister for Mines)
in charge of the Bill.

The amendments made by the Council were as
follows—

No. 1.

Clause 49, page 36, line 21—Insert after
the word “refused” the words “on the
ground that the holder did not accept the
conditions”.

No. 2.

Clause 67, page 45, line 35—Insert after
the word “refused” the words “on the
ground that the holder did not accept the
conditions”.

No. 3.

Clause 99, page 62, lines 25 to 27—
Delete the words “‘on whose application the
licence or lease was forfeited” and substi-
tute the words “who applied for forfei-
ture”.

Mr MENSAROS: The amendments made by the
Council are quite commendable, and do nol alter
the meaning of the legislation. In fact, they
express more clearly the intention of the provi-
sions in the Bill,

The first amendment which, incidentally, is
virtually identical with the second amendment,
seeks to insert a few words in clause 49, Mem-
bers will recall that clause 49, in respect of pros-
pecting licences, actually is the provision which
embodies the principle of “finders’ keepers”. It
was always intended that the second part of the
clause would ensure that if an applicant refuses
the conditions applied to a licence, or finds he
cannol live with the conditions which are by
necessity imposed on the mining lease at the
time when it is applied for, before the termination,
or during the duration of the prospecting licence,
then the Government should not be in a posi-
tion to offer it immediately to someone else under
lesser conditions.

We thought the clause clearly expressed the
intention of the Government. However, in
another place it was felt that the words “on the
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ground that the holder did not accept the condi-
tions” should be inseried so thal the intention
of the clause would be better expressed. T agree
with the amendment, and ] move—

That amendment No. | made by the Coun-
cil be agreed to.

Mr JAMIESON: This amendment, together with
the other two amendments, does not improve the
position any further as far as the Opposition is
concerned. We were clearly opposed to the Min-
ing Bill. and we siill are opposed to it. The
amendments will not improve it, and because of
that we oppose the amendments on the basis of
a further protest against the Government's action
in putting through this objectionable Bill which
has not received the plaudits of the people it is
supposed to serve,

We suggest even at this late stage the Govern-
ment would be advised not to proceed with it.
I repeat: As a means of protest 1 clearly indicate
that we are opposed (o the amendments proposed
by the Minister.

Question put and a division taken with the
following resull—

Ayes 26
Mr Blaikie Mr Old
Sir Charles Courl Mr O'Neit
Mr Coyne Mr Ridge
Mrs Craig Mr Rushton
Mr Crane Mr Sibson
Mr Grayden Mr Sodeman
Mr Hassell Mr Spriggs
Mr Herzfeld Mr Thompson
Mr P. V. lones Mr Tubby
Mr MacKinnon Mr Watt
Mr McPharlin Mr Williams
Mr Mensaros Mr Young
Mr Nanovich Mr Shalders
{Teller)
Noes 17

Mr Bertram Mr Jamieson

Mr Bryce Mr T. H. Jones
Mr T. J. Burke Mr Mclver
Mr Carr Mr Pearce
Dr Dadour Mr Skidmore
Mr H. D. Evans Mr Tonkin
Mr T. D. Evans Mr Wilson
Mr Harman Mr Bateman
Mr Hodge (Teller)
Pairs
Ayes Noes
Mr Laurance Mr Taylor
Mr Grewar Mr Davies
Mr O'Connor Mr Barnett

Question thus passed; the Council's amendment
agreed to.

[ASSEMBLY]

Mr MENSAROS: The second amendment is
identical with the first amendment, except that
it relates 1o exploration licences in the very same
way, and under the same conditions as the first
amendment. 1 move—

That amendment No. 2 made by the Coun-
cil be agreed to.

Mr JAMIESON: Again, we are not happy with
the amendments but the Government claims they
will improve its Bill. While the Government has
the numbers, it can carry the amendmenis ac-
cordingly.

"Mr GRAYDEN: I (ake this opportunity to say
that the amendments made in another place ob-
viously improve the existing clauses. Therefore.
| support the amendmenis on those prounds.

Question put and passed; the Council’s amend-
menl agreed to,

Mr MENSARQOS: The third amendment is a
correction of an undoubted drafting error. It
deals with the forfeilure of tenements. As mem-
bers will be aware, in the case of an application
for a forfeiture, the decision can be made in one
of two ways. Either the forfeiture is granted, or
alternatively a fine is applied.

As | have explained, part or all of the fine can
go to the applicant because no legal costs would
be awarded to him. The clause was drafted so
that part or all of the fine should go to the
applicant, upon the granting of a forfeiture.

In this case there is no forfeiture, and there-
fore the drafting had to be tidied up. As it stood,
it did not really express properly the intention of
the provision. 1 move—

That amendment No, 3 made by the Coun-
cil be agreed to,

Question put and passed; the Council's amend-
ment agreed to.

Report
Resolutions reported, the report adopted, and
a message accordingly returned to the Council.

APPROFPRIATION BILL (CONSOLIDATED
REVENUE FUND})

in Committee

Resumed from the 2nd November. The Chair-
man of Committees (Mr Clarko) in the Chair;
Sir Charles Court (Treasurer) in charge of the
Bill.

Progress was reported after part 2 had been
agreed to.
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Part 3;: Deputy Premier, Chief Secretary, Min-
ister for Police and Tmaffic, and Minister for
Regional Administration and the North West—

MR PEARCE (Gosnells) [2.42 p.m.]: 1 would
like to comment on the operation of the Police
Department, with particular reference to the tow-
truck industry which has occupied the attention
of the Press and a few people over the last month
OF 50,

Firstly, 1 am particolarly perturbed about the
habit of the Minister for Police and Traffic of
failing to produce to Parliament the reports com-
piled by police officers. 1 can understand quite
often there is a need for some confidentiality in
such maltters, but in these cases possibly the Min-
ister could bring before the Parliament a some-
what abbreviated report. However, the situation
that arose in regard to the allegations of corrup-
tion among the tow-truck industry in the last few
weeks has highlighted the highly unsatisfactory way
in which the Police Deparitment operates to in-
vestigate its own, and the even more highly un-
satisfactory role of the Minister for Police and
Traffic in this whole business.

For the benefit of members T would like 1o
run over-—if 1 can use the term “run over” loosely
in this particular context—the events that led to
a CIB investigation of the tow-truck industry. A
tow-truck operator in Kelmscott approached me
because he felt that his son’s tow-truck business
was not receiving its share of work from the RTA,
contrary to assurances he had received previously
from the RTA that his business was on its roster
and that he would be called whenever an accident
happened closest to his business if the driver con-
cerned did not opt for another firm.

That seemed a minor complaint from a con-
stituent to me at first, and T asked a question in
Parliament. This man, Mr A. R. J. Shord, told
me he had approached the RTA to try to abtain
a copy of the report that had been compiled as
a result of his complaint, and the officer at the
other end of the phone told him, in effect, to get
lost. Mr Shord approached me about the report,
and when 1 asked the Minister for Police and
Traffic about it, although 1 was not lold o get
lost—the Minister was very polite—] was no more
successful in obtaining a copy of the report than
was Mr Shord.

There was some Press publicity and as a result
of that 1 found myself receiving phone calls from
many tow-truck operators, and I then tried to find
out what was going on. 1 received many com-
plaints about the way in which the RTA chan-
nelled business to specific firms, I appreciate that
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these complaints were made by people with vested
interests in the industry and those who felt they
were disadvantaged by the way the system oper-
ated.

1 received complaints from so many sources
that 1 felt it was incumbent upon me to make
inquiries, and T did that. My initial querics were
stonewalled by the Minister and he said in essence
that if 1 had specific allegations T could prove
I should bring them along and they would be
investigated. As I said at the time, ] was not in
a position to prove anything specific, but T had
sufficient evidence that there were wide-spread
rumours that things were not as fair as they
should be.

Apparently the Commissioner of Police took
a different line from that of his own Minister, and,
at the same time that the Minister was decrying
the need for an inquiry, the commissioner insti-
tuted his own. That must have been somewhat
embarrassing for the Minister.

As soon as possible 1 went down to see the two
CIB officers conducting the investigation, and I
gave them the information 1 had. A great deal
of it was unremarkable in the sense that it cer-
tainly was not proof. As 1 said in my initial
Press release, I could not prove anything definite,
but many of the things said 10 me and many of
the allegations made interrelated to a certain
extent. This led me to believe that the whole
maiter was deserving of investigation.

1 gave the information 1 had to the CIB officers,
but T did not tell them the names of the people
to whom I had spoken, and who had made the
allegations. 1 felt T could not do that. Hawever,
I did ring up almost all these people and 1}
advised them to approach the CIB and to tell
the stories that they had told to me. In fact,
these people did not even have to do that because
the CIB sent an officer around to interview all
the 104 tow-truck operators in Western Australia,

I did not find il surprising that the inquiry
came up with nothing in terms of prosecutions or
anything provable, and after some months of
investigation a Press release was issued by the
Acting Commissioner of Police on Monday of
last week. That Press release contains a number
of unsatisfactory features, and I will deal with
these in a moment. It is a most unsatisfactory
report altogether, but 1 want 1o draw the atten-
tion of the House also to the most unsatisfactory
way in which the Press release was issuved.

Right from the time of the first specific com-
plaint from the tow-lruck operator in Kelmscoll,
I had been pressing for a public release of the
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report so that there could be some public, or at
least parliamentary, evaluation of the tow-truck
industry and what had been turned up by the
police investigation.

1 would have thought that there was a sirong
case for such a report to be released, especially
where police officers were investigating other
police officers. In essence it was an “in house”
investigation. ] would have thought that our role
as members of Parliament, and my role, as the
member who first raised the matter, was to be able
to determine the result of the investigation and
to say, “The matter was investigated in an above-
board manner.” However. we were not able to
see that reporl.

By way of a question on Tuesday, ] asked the
Minister for Police and Traffic about this report,
and T was told that it was not intended to produce
it to the Parliament. The Leader of the Opposition
had already been told, in reply to a question he
had asked, that he could see this report on a con-
fidential basis; that is to say, the Leader of the
Opposition could go 10 the Commissioner of Police
who would show him the report. But then what
could the Leader of the Oppasition do about it?

This was most unsatisfactory. What could the
Leader of the Opposition then do, having seen the
report? He could say to all and sundry, *1 have
read the report; I cannot tefl you what is in it,
but everything is all right.” Or he could say, “1
have read the report; 1 cannot tell you what is
irt it, but it is very unsatisfactory.”

It is certainly not satisfactory to ask members
of the Opposition to look at department records
on a confidential basis. Usually, we already have
a great deal of the information contained in these
reports, and if we see the report on a confidential
basis, it is really a way of tying our hands if we
are not to breach the confidentiality we have
agreed to. This is not the first time we have been
offered reports on a confidential basis and the
Leader of the Opposition has been quite correct
in rejecting such offers.

Mr O'Neil: He has not rejected it that I know of.

Mr PEARCE: 1 spoke to him, and certainly he
said to me that he had no intention of locking at
the report, at least prior to my raising the matter
in Parliament.

Mr O'Neil: 1 still say that as far as 1 am con-
cerned he has not rejected the offer, and you are
saying he has.

Mr PEARCE: Fair enough; perhaps he has
nol. He is certainly right in not going and took-
ing at it prior 10 my raising the matter in Par-
liament.

[ASSEMBLY)

Mr O'Neil: Are you sure he has not been down?

Mr PEARCE: T am quile certain.
Mr Tonkin: Are you sure he has?

Mr O'Neil: T am sure he has not,

Mr Bertram: He is only being provocative and
difficult.

Mr PEARCE: Perhaps he is. What the Acting
Police Commissioner did as a result of the report
was to produce a Press release, He did not send
a copy to me, although T had some interest in
the matier. However, T was thankful to one of
the police officers who telephoned me and told me
at the time on or about which—to use the verna-
cular—the report was to be released, and to tell
me of a couple of matiers ] had raised with
officers involved, when 1 first spoke to them. |
should like to read parts of the Press release to
the Committee to show how unsatisfactory and
inaccurate parts of it were in relation 1o my
allegations.

I wish first 1o make the point that when the
media journalisls came in lo receive the report,
all they were given was a photocopy of the
Press release which was headed, “Press Release”.
They received nothing else, and were not given
the opportunity to ask questions about it.

Mr Tonkin; Did they call it a Press conference?

Mr PEARCE: Yes, but it was not much of a
conference. However, to be fair to the Acting
Commissioner of Police he did not reject ques-
tions entirely; he said that if reporters had any
questions they could submit them in writing and
he would see whether answers could be obtained.

Mr Bertram: Did he mean he would see whether
they were capable of being answered?

Mr PEARCE: Possibly. I was anxious to re-
ceive a copy of the Press release, and 1 am grate-
ful the Premier tabled the document,

Mr O'Neil: It was the Premier who was asked,

Mr PEARCE: 1 am not suggesting the Minister
for Police and Traffic would nol have tabled the
Press release, had he been asked. However, by
that time, 1 had obtained a copy of the Press
release from elsewhere.

Perhaps before T quote from the Press release,
I should summarise the situation. As 1 saw il a1
the time 1 asked for an investigation, which the
Minister would not give me but which the Com-
missioner of Police did, certain officers of the
Road Traffic Authority were showing favouritism
to certain tow-truck operators; that is to say, they
were channelling business specifically to some
operators. J was able to compile a list of six
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operalors whom a number of people alleged were
in receipt of these favours. It was further alleged
these officers were being compensated for that
channelling of business by the people to whom the
business was being channelled.

Mr O'Neil: You did not make that allegation
in the first place.

Mr PEARCE: Which allegation?

Mr O'Neil: That certain police officers were in
receipt of reward, were receiving guid pro quo
in return for directing business lo certain tow-
truck operators. You did not make that allega-
tion; it was the newspaper which did that,

Mr PEARCE: I am going to nail that one now,
because that is the first misteading statement which
appears in the Press release. 1 have never made
any allegation in this Chamber.

Mr O'Neil: T am saying you did not; T am
agreeing with you,

Mr PEARCE: I reported the fact that a number
of people—from eight separate sources originally,
although subsequently from many more—made
allegations to me which J thought serious enough
to repeat publicly.

Also, T defend the journalist involved because
he did not make those allegations, either, any more
than 1 did. The initial report in The West Aus-
tratian, which followed the appearance by Com-
missioner Court, covered the same sort of ground;
all the journalist did was to report the Press state-
ment T put out. We are talking about the article
which appeared in The West Australian on the
6th October under the byline of Andre Malan
which, essentially, reported the Press release I had
put out on the matter,

He then followed up with a statement he had
independently checked relating to the allegations
which had been made to him and in which he
found a very heavy degree of corroboration. He
was able to find 10 operators—as distin¢t from the
eight sources to which 1 referred—who were pre-
pared to make atlegations, some of which were
made to me.

It was not the case that the reporter from The
West Ausiralian raised the subject for himself;
he raised it afler 1 had issued a Press release on
the matter. It was also not the case that the
reporter made the allegation on his own. How-
ever, during our separate investigations, in the
course of which we found ourselves crossing tracks
on many occasions, we were both able to put
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together a set of allegations about the co-opera-
tion between certain officers of the RTA and cer-
tain tow-truck operators. So, both of uvs col-
lected allegations and were able to make an
assessment of the state of the industry,

Here is where the Press release issued by the
Acting Commissioner of Police gets interesting.
The first paragraph states as follows—

In the “West Australian” newspaper of
October 6, 1978, a journalist made sweeping
allegations of corruption on the part of Road
Traffic Patrolmen in their dealings with tow-
ing firms.

That is an inaccurale statement to start with, and
hardly reflects any credit upon the gentleman con-
cerned, if in fact he compiled the Press release
himself. The matter was not raised by a jour-
nalist but by a member of Parliament and anyhow,
the people made separate allegations for them-
selves.

The second paragraph of the Press release reads
as follows—

Extensive inquiries from the journalist con-
cerned, and those from whom he received his
information, reveal no evidence of corruption
on the part of the officers concerned.

Each allegation, when traced back to its
source, proved to be based on supposition,
rumour and innuendo.

Here again, that is an inaccurate statement. How-
ever, 1 concede there is some truth in it to this
extent: Neither the journalist concerned, 1 feel sure
—although I am not really in a position to speak
on his behalf—nor 1, nor anybody else was
in a position firmly to establish the truth of guilt
of any one individual.

However, T ask the Commitiee to reflect on
that for a moment: Suppose it were the situation
that in any area, such as the Police Force or any
other department, one person was offered a bribe
by another, and the bribe was accepted, In other
words, there was an exchange of favours. How
could we ever prove that such a transaction took
place, if we were not policemen, enabled to have
at our disposal all the resources of the Police
Force to investigate the matter? Only two parties
are involved in the transaction, and presumably
since it is a criminal transaction, neither of them
will willingly come forward and announce he has
been party to such a transaction.

I agree this can happen in isolated cases. For
instance, 1 heard of a case in Sydney earlier this
year when one tow-truck operator who claimed
to have paid out $80 000 over a three-year period,
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finally became so tired of paying up that he ap-
peared before a commission inlo organised crime
to reveal the details, and four arrests followed
on the next day,

Unless one of the parties to an illegal, secret
transaction comes forward, these things are diffi-
cult to prove. When 1 first called for an investiga-
tion, 1 had some doubts that even a thorough
and fair investigation would prove successfully
the guilt of any individuals, although they may
have their suspicions.

In fact, the inquiry proved—although one would
not think so, to read the Press release—that
most of the things I had said and the journalist
from The West Australian had said were accurate.
The first of these is that there is a widespread
feeling throughout the tow-truck industry that a
degree of RTA-tow-truck operator co-operation
is going on. If one takes cognisance of the 19
allegations made by 104 operators, one will see
the allegations were quite accurate. In fact,
of the 104 allegations, 19 separate allegations
were received from tow-truck drivers and persons
involved in the industry.

So, it is obvious this is fairly widespread. It
was not just a general repetition of allegations,
either; they were specific allegations. However,
the acting commissioner staled in his Press re-
lease that “it was impossible to enumerate them
at this time”. 1 cannot see why it is impossible
for the acting commissioner to issue a Press re-
Jease enumerating 19 separate allegations, with
rebuttals of them. However, he took it upon
himself to deal with three specific points, which
I will cover in a moment.

Subsequently, the acting commissioner went on
to admit in a remarkable way—which indeed was
the essential base of what 1 was saying and what
the journalist found other people were saying—
the following—

It has been established some officers have
favoured certain towing firms; however, when
interviewed they advised it is because of
efficiency of service given and not for any
improper reason. The inquiry did not prove
otherwise.
In fact, the essential allegation which was made
by the people who spoke to me, and which 1
reported to this Chamber that some RTA officers
were favouring certain persons, was proved to be
true. Some RTA officers are favouring certain
tow-truck firms.

The police investigating the matter went to

those officers and presumably pointed out 1o them
that they were favouring certain companies and

[ASSEMBLY]

asked them, “Why is it so?"—the famous television
question. They received the answer, “Because
these firms give a very efficient service.” That may
be so; but one would have to be naive if it did
not occur to one somewhere along the line that
there are other answers.

Mr Bertram: Did they define “efficient™?

Mr PEARCE: There is no suggestion of that
in the Press release. Saying that the inguiry has
proved otherwise just demonstrates the difficulty
of proving any corruption, if there be corruption.

1 point out to the Minister for Police and
Traffic, if he is not aware of it, that those officers
dealing with certain tow-truck companies are
doing so in breach of very specific instructions.
The Minister explained those instructions to the
Chamber in reply to my initial gquestions about
the Kelmscott tow-truck operator. The Minister
said the instructions were to be reiterated.

Mr O'Neil: T did not insiruct that they be
reiterated. That was the RTA,

Mr PEARCE: T want to mention the role of
the Minister in relation 1o the RTA and the police
in a minute. 1 have been intending to raise the
matter.

If it occurs to anybody that there have been
possibilities for rumour, supposition, and innu-
endos—to use the words of the Commissioner of
Police—to arise, then surely nothing greater could
be assurned to give rise to these three than thai
favouritism shown by RTA officers to commercial
tow-truck companies. One could hardly be sur-
prised if people should ask questions such as,
“Why is it so?" If one says that the inquiry was
not able to establish the guilt of any of these
people who are showing favourilism to tow-truck
companies—that is, that the police inquiry was
not able to establish that they were receiving
favours in return—that does not in fact support
the contention made in the second paragraph that
each allegation, when traced back to its source,
proved to be based on supposition, rumour, and
innuendo.

The showing of favouritism by RTA officers to
tow-truck companies is a fact. I1 is not a rumour;
it is not an innuendo; it is not a supposition. It
is a fact. The Police Commissioner’s whitewash
Press release does not help by using indefinite
terms. The commissioner has been quite dishonest
in reporting the way in which some allegations
were made.

One of the very first allegations made to me
about the matter—it was made also to the reporter
for The West Australian because he 1old me—
was that a television set had been supplied to
the Midland Traffic Office for officers to watch.
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] cannot now remember whether the allegation
was in relation to a coloured TV set or not, The
allegation was that the set had been supplied by
a tow-truck operator.

Mr O'Neil: 1 think, to be fair, the report went
on to say, “such gifts as colour television sets™.

Mr PEARCE: I take the point. That is not
the only allegation. This i5 not the only time
at which specific allegations were made. A num-
ber of different sources spoke about television
sets. One specific allegation which was made to
me and to the reporter for The West Australian
was that a television set—it may have been a
colour television set—was supplied to the Midland
Traffic Office. All this ringing around was taking
place on a Thursday when the Parliament was
sitting.

1 went to the ABC studios to appear in the
“TDT" programme on the Thursday night. An
hour or two before 1 went, “TDT" rang me and
asked me whether 1 was prepared to appear with
Mr Court from the RTA, 1o allow him to argue
the matter, As it turned out, the journalist from
The West Ausiralian had in fact informed Mr
Court of this specific allegation with regard to the
Midland Traffic Office. A police inspector had been
despatched from RTA headquarters, presumably,
to the Midland Traffic Office. On his return, he
told Mr Court, as Mr Court told the State on
“TDT", that there had never been a television set
in the Midland Traffic Office whatsoever. Mr
Court told me that that proved the baseless nature
of the allegations that were made.

When we refer 1o the Press release of the
Acting Commissioner of Police, we find this
statement—

One allegation inferred colour television sets
were being supplied by tow truck operators
to Police officers, in return for preferential
treatment.
That part of it is true.
tinues—
This allegation was intially investigated at
the instigation of Mr. R. J. Court, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer, Road Traffic Authority, who,
acting on advice received following the in-
quiry, stated that a television set supposedly
provided for a metropolitan RTA office was
not there.
That gives weight to the very specific nature of
the allegation T have mentioned. The release con-
tinues—
The later, more comprehensive investigation
has now established a 14" black and white
television set was in fact loaned to a Patrol

The Press release con-
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Office about 18 months ago, to enable Con-
stables at that office to watch Test Cricket
during their meal break. Several days later,
when it came 1o his notice, the set was re-
moved and handed back to the owner on in-
structions from an N.C.O.

That shows that the set was there for 18 months.
It was loaned by somebody, and somebody of a
rank higher than a constable made the constables
hand it back. 1 wonder why he made them give
it back? The real question one asks is: “Who
loaned it to them in the first place? If it was
not owned by a tow-truck operator, one would
have thought that the Assistant Commissioner of
Police would have ensured that the name of the
owner of the television set appeared in the Press
seiease.

Mr Bertram: Was it on permanent or temporary
loan?

Mr PEARCE: If in fact the lender of this tele-
vision set was a tow-truck operator, then that
allegation would have been proven specifically.
In fact, it would have been proven to be not based
on rumour, supposition, and innuendo. That might
seem a minor point in itself. We do not know
the answer. The Minister is not telling us; the
Commissioner of Police is not telling us; the report
is confidential. '

If it were the case that the television set had
been loaned by a tow-truck operator, there are
clear grounds for investigation. It would appear
then that the rumours in the industry are based
on fact. If in fact a tow-truck operator had not
loaned that television set, why are not the Min-
ister and the Commissioner of Palice telling us?

As T mentioned, that allegation was made
specifically. The Acting Commissioner of Police
has taken it upon himself to lead off with a re-
buttal of that incident. That is the one he deals
with first. He deals with it in a most unsatisfac-
tory manner.

I would like to mention also the strange case
of a gentleman from one of the tow-truck com-
panies who spoke to one of the reporters inves-
tigating these matters. A number of reporters
were involved in the investigation. They were rep-
resenting the various media. That gentleman told
the reporter that he had been approached by two
members of the RTA who asked him to match
the $10 per wreck grant—] suppose that is put-
ting it in a funny way; I should have said “bribe"”
—that they were receiving from elsewhere. This
gentleman made that quite specific allegation to
the journalist concerned, and the allepation was
duly reported. Subsequently it transpired that
that gentleman had previously been to the RTA
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and made the same complaint before there had
been a journalistic investigation of the tow-truck
industry following my comments in the Preds. As
I say, that gentleman had already approached the
RTA and complained about the incident. He then
repeated the allegations to the journalist, When
officers of the CIB saw the gentleman, he re-
tracted the allegations and said that the incident
happened to somebody else. The construction
placed on that in the report is that the man is
obviously a liar. )

Emphasis is placed on the fact that the genle-
man lied twice—firstly 10 the RTA and then to
the journalist. However, there is another inter-
pretation that can be placed on the incident, as
the man's story did not change until he was seen
by officers of the CIB,

This Press release raises questions. It leaves
one fairly heavily with the impression that not
only is all not well in the tow-truck industry,
but also that somebody is to blame for not doing
something about it.

Other matters which are proved in this Press
release deal with discounts given to police officers.
It is said that discounts are offered to police
officers by certain firms. One of the allegations
made was that certain tow-truck firms were in
the habit of giving free or discounted services to
members of the RTA. In fact, the police in-
vestigation claimed to rebut that on the ground
that discounts were also available to other people
in other walks of life. 1 would be pleased to
know who those people are, and what walks of
life they are in.

Mr Shalders: Teachers are one. Members of
the union are favoured by substantial discounts.

Mr PEARCE: 1 know that the discounts offered
to members of the Teachers” Union are reasonably
comprehensive, but there are no tow-iruck opera-
tors offering discounts under that scheme.

Mr Shalders: 1 am not suggesting there are.
That js just another walk of life,

Mr PEARCE: The concessions offered by tow-
truck operators are not available to other people.
People who give discounts work on the system
that an organisation with a large number of
members can help to bring the price down through
bulk sales. Tow-truck operalors cannot operate
on that basis. Members would appreciate that,
The people who offer discounts are looking for
thousands of people lo operate a scheme. The
bulk operator requires the turnover to enable
him to bring his costs down and hence provide
the discounts. 1 am sure members will agree
that tow-truck operators do not work on that
basis.

[ASSEMBLY]

Mr Shalders: You asked for examples where it
happened in other walks of life. 1 told you one,

Mr PEARCE: 1 asked for examples concerning
tow-truck operators; it seems the member mis-
understood me,

The suggestion is that tow-truck firms—and tow-
truck firms and panelbeating firms are ofien linked
together—are offering discounts to police officers.
1t is said that this is done also in other walks of
life, and was used as an excuse. That is not
the same as discounts in the general sense. 1
would be fascinated to know the other walks of
life that do receive discounts from tow-truck
operators.

The fact that police officers were obtaining dis-
counts has been proven by this Press release, and
1 quote as follows—

It was also implied that officers were invited
to parties hosted by tow truck firms because
of favours received,—
1 passed some very specific information to the
police with regard to firms holding parties and
giving free beer to certain officers. The Press
release continues—
—however, these functions were also attended
by other people associated with the industry,
and nothing was elicited to show police had
any sinister motives or were dishonest in
accepling such hospitalily.
Mermbers can see how grave these allegations are.
Perhaps the things that are going on, as the Press
report claims, are just normal commercial prac-
tices. That may be the case, but T do not believe
police officers do themselves any good by associal-
ing with this sort of practice.

The Press release indicated that it had been
established some officers did in fact favour certain
tow-truck firms, and apparently no-one took it
upon himself to do the correlation, to see whether
the officers who were favouring these firms were
the officers receiving discounts or going to parties
run by certain firms. That correlation appears not
to have been done. This would indicate incom-
petence on the part of the officers who conducted
the investipations if, in fact, such a correlation
was not done. 1 do not want to suggest it was
not done. If the officers did this correlation it
was not shown in the most unsatisfactory Press
release issued by the Acting Commissioner of
Police,

Who can say, with a Press release which states
that RTA officers were showing favours to certain
tow-truck companies and that TV sets were loaned
to the Police Traffic Office by a person or persons
unknown in accordance with the allegations pre-
vipusly made, thal certain RTA officers were not
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receiving discounts from towing firms and were
not accepting invitations to social functions? Who
can really say there is no substance in the rumours
and innuendos circulating? It is a most unsatis-
factory effort on behalf of all concerned.

The reason I was 50 annoyed about the Press
release was that I had done sufficient investigation
into the industry to realise all was not as it
should be. I was hoping, even if we were not
able to nail people specifically who might be
acting corruptly, the investigations would have the
salutary effect of having officers desist from these
practices leading up to these rumours and innu-
endos,

When | first started on this inquiry-—almost by
accident as members will appreciate—I was re-
luctant to antagonise the Police Force because
it is a powerful body in the community, one which
nobody would wish to antagonise. That is espec-
cially true of myself as I do so much driving.
[ was astounded at the support [ received from
officers of the Police Force and the RTA. Some
of these officers said there were some younger
chaps in the force who at times went a bit too
f Not all claimed they were actually corrupt,
btut some of the younger ones did not appear to
know the limitations within which police officers
are bound to act.

Some of these men said these practices did go
or and, if | were able to nail this matter, it
would be the best thing for the reputation of the
Police Force and the RTA. 1 am not suggesting
the majority of the police or the RTA officers
thought that way, but it was the case with the
ones who spoke to me.

I want to make another point in defence of
myself: 1T never raised this matter under parlia-
mentary privilege. When these allegations were
being made to me one clear course open to me
was to come here and raise these matiers under
privilege where nothing could happen to me in a
legal sense. I deliberately chose not to do that.
I first raised the matter publicly on the television
programine, “This Day Tonight”, and I issued a
Press release so that if anyone thought he was
being maligned by me he could not accuse me
of putting myself in an unfair position by placing
myself under parliamentary privilege. [ chose
to make my remarks publicly rather than in Par-
liament initially.

I was more than somewhat annoyed to find the
day after my initial stalement had been published
the Secretary of the Police Union accused me of
making cowardly attacks under parliamentary
privilege. He indicated his solicitors were being
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given a watching brief on the matter. It was only
my second thoughts that stopped me from slapping
a writ on him.

I was not using parliamentary privilege and
it would seem to me he must be illiterate because
if he read the reports in the paper and did not
understand the way [ was dealing with thc matter
he strikes me as being a fool of the first order.

Mr Sibson interjected.

Mr PEARCE: I have never met the man per-
sonally. [f he read the newspaper report of my
Press release and decided | had made a cowardly
attack under parliamentary privilege and then
went to the Press and made statemenls without
any foundation, perhaps I should have issued
him with a writ for a few thousand dollars to
cover my next election campaign. [ did ask
The West Australian to correct the matter and
it did. 1 waited for an apology from Mr
Fraser, but 1 did not receive one. I have nothing
but contempt for the man and should T meet him
1 shall tell him so to his face,

1 had information which I passed on and which
bhas not been dealt with. If it has, it has not
been mentioned in the Press report. [ compiled
a list of six tow-truck firms and three individual
RTA officers whom it was alleged to me were in-
voived in these practices. [ make these com-
ments carefully because I do not want to be
unfair to anyone. The names of the six tow-
truck firms 1 was given came from overlapping
sources. One particular name came out time
and time apain with discussions I had with separ-
ate and distinct people. [ do not know whether
an investigation of these firms was carried out.

I thought I was providing the police with a
lead, but no mention is made of them in ths
Press report. [ did receive anonymous phone
calls which named threc specific police officers.
However, [ do not put much credence in anony-
mous phone catls of that type; the chances of
someone being malicious or hurtful are too great.
I passed the names over to the CIB men con-
ducting the investigation. There was no sugges-
tion in the report as to whether or not these
people were looked at or whether the police
checked to see if unfair treatment was evident.
That is not possible to establish from the report.

We are entitled to know the degree to which
these things have been investigated. If the report
has not been published, how are we to know?

I will conclude—I have spent more time on this
than T wanted to—by looking at the role iaken
by the Minister for Police and Traffic in this
matter. [ understand there is a necessity for a
Minister to be a little distant from the chief of



5514

police in any State. This is in the Police Act.
it is implicit in the nalure of the relationship
between the Minister and the Commissioner of
Police. This is necessary because one could easily
see the situation as has often happened in certain
States of the Uniled States of America where the
police are totally subject to political control and
direction. [n certain instances they have became
totally corrupt by being directed by people above
them who are politically placed,

I am not quarrelling with the Minister as a
man—if that gives him any cause for relief—
because he has been quite consistent in virtually
doing nothing. The Minister says all the time
that it has nothing 1o do with him. 11 js the
responsibility of the Commissioner of Police. He
has adopted that policy right from the time |
raised questions about male strippers until now
when I am dealing with tow-truck operators. He
has never had a bar of any of the matters 1
have raised. [ sometimes wonder whether he
should not sit in the gallery at question time
and allow the Commissioner of Police to sit in
his place and draw his salary because then we
might get some answers.

Mr O'Neil: [ wonder who would win on that
salary exchange!

Mr PEARCE: The Minister is consistent in his
policy, but it is a wrong policy and this is de-
monstrated by the tow-truck business. Here we
have a situation where the Minister is not direct-
ing the police to do something they ought not
to do, but he is involved because he is the man
in charge. Some police officers are investigating
other police officers and in that situation the Minis-
ter has a clear responsibility to direct the police to
ensure that the right and proper thing is being
done. Although he is the Minister for Police he
is also a representative of the people in a much
wider sense and if we look to anyone lo ensure
that the priorities are observed, that justice is
done, and that justice is seen to be done, we look
to the Minister involved. In this respect the
Minister has failed, because of his attitude 1o the
whole situation,

It is my impression that when I first raised
the matter the Minister was hopeful that if he
said nothing the whale business would die down,
but he was as embarrassed as | was for him when
after he declined to order an investigation the
Police Commissioner decided to hold one, That
is an embarrassing and invidious position for the
Minister in charge of a department to find him-
self in. Further to that there are ramifications
in this whole business over and above the specific
allegations.

[ASSEMBLY]

Both the commissioner and the Chief Executive
Officer of the RTA agree that there is room for
rumours and innuendoes to occur because there
is a fair opportunity for police officers to be
involved in corrupt practices even if they are not,
and the channelling of business to tow-truck firms
for reasons of efficiency will give rise to rumours.
One would have thought the Minister would act
responsibly to try to sort out the system in a
way requested by the Chief Executive Officer of
the RTA and the police. They have requested
some_ roster system (o take away the initiative
and the potential for corruption from police
officers. It is the function of the Minister in
consultation with other Ministers to take the
pressure off the Police Force and the RTA as well
as the tow-truck operators and the motoring
public, by using his ministerial authority.

What has happened to those <¢alls from me,
Mr Court, the Chief Executive Officer of the RTA,
and the Commissioner of Police for some other
system of tow-truck operation? What has the
Minister done? Perhaps he will tell us, but |
bet the answer is “Nothing”. 1 know that the
tow-truck operators themselves are moving to
have a more satisfactory system, but their moves
are being resisted, I am told, by a number of
large firms some of which, by coincidence, are
on the list | pave the RTA. Perhaps the majority
of the tow-truck operators will force a system on
the industry.

However, what is the role of the Government?
Surely it is not for the Ministers to sit by with
their hands over their eyes, ears and mduths, hop-
ing that the business will sort itself out thus
making everyone happy.

I am sorry to take up so much time at a
crucial period of the session, but I felt [ had
to defend myself in this matter, There was also
a need to demonstrate that a lot has yet to be
said and done about the tow-truck industry in
this State. In some ways it has been an albatross
around the necks of the reputation of the police
in this State and other States for years. Unless
some positive action is taken to discipline people
involved in doubtful practices or, beuter still, to
devise a system under which doubtful practices
will not be possible, we will have the same sort
of questions raised in Parliament, and worse still,
in gossip_.in hotels around the place such as has
been the case in the last few months,

The Press release answers none of the questions
raised—not one. [In fact, it confirms many of the
suspicians held by people. It is not a healthy
situation when it is widely accepted in the com-
munily that at least some of our police officers
are corrupt, [f there is one thing that astounded
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me it is that almost everyone to whom [ have
spoken—and [ have spoken to hundreds—believes
that [ would not find out anything, but that it was
occurring. When there is such widespread belief
that there is corruption even in only a small
element of the Police Force, it is an unhealthy
situation.

Even if it turns out not to be true the situation
should not be as it is because it does not lead to
a- healthy and stable society or to confidence in
our law enforcement body. The Minister should
have made a move and been more decisive in
order to put to rest the rumours by producing the
report ¢ompiled by the CIB and by moving to
rationalise the industry so that the same things
cannot happen in the future,

The Minister bears a heavy responsibility in
this matter and it is not too late for hiot to take
some action. I hope that by the time the Parlia-
ment reconvenes next year the Minister will have
acted to accept his responsibility in this matter,

MR TONKIN (Morley) [3.26 p.m.): [ am ris-
ing to my [eet to discover whether there has been
any progress in connectivn with a schoo!l of Gov-
ernors. [ referred to this matter earlier when
the Premier was not in the Chamber, There is
a serious need for such a school.

At the outset I would like to make it quite
clear, as I did before—to the disgust of some of
my colleagues—that [ am an anglophile. T very
much admire the institution of the constitutional
monarchy and believe it has operated extremely
well,

[ will not go through the whole bit as T did
before, but it is interesting to note that in the
19th century the monarchy was in a very shaky
position,

Mr O'Neil: Are you talking about governors
on motor vehicles?

Mr TONKIN: No. [ am referring to the Gov-
ernors of our State tecause it is included in the
part under discussion.

I raise the matter because the British monarchy
has not always been popular and it is important
to ensure that it stays as popular as it is today.
We have seen a remarkable turn around in that
situation so that in the 20th century the monarchy
has become well established and this has been be-
cause the monarchy has secemed to be above the
to and fro of politics. This is not happening
here. The people have a right to know that a
Governor will be impartiat and above party
politics. Any political party which aspires to Gov-
ernment has a right to know that a Governer will
act quite fairly and scrupulously.
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If a Governor takes sides in politics then doubts
occur in the minds of people as to whether he
can be fair and impartial and he therefore im-
pairs the proper functioning of the Constitution
to that degree. If a Governor states—as the
former Governor of Queensland did some time
ago—that it would be better if one side won in
the ensuing election, it brings the monarchy and
the system of having a Governor into disrepute.

In this State we have had the position where
a Governor has actually said that one political
party is wrong because it does not believe in a
uranium treatment plant. How can the political
party which does not believe in the uranium treat-
ment plant feel that it will get a fair deal from
such a Governor if it becomes the Government
and he has to use hjs royal prerogative?

The same Governor went up to a member of
Parliament and bawled him out in front of several
other people because of the Australian Labor
Party's policy on bauxite. Can one imagine Her
Majesty the Queen going up to Mr Callaghan and
saying publicly, “I think you are wrong in this
matter”? ‘The Monarch does not interfere in
politics, although she meets the Prime Minister
once a week in private and does have the right
to warn and advise—but in private! Had the
British Monarch done the kind of thing that our
Governor did recently, I believe Britain today
would be a republic.

For the Governor to put the whole system in
jeapardy by foolishly taking sides in politics or
attacking a political party’s policy on bauxite or
anylhing else is very bad. That is why I raised
the question of a school for Governors, The
Governor could do much worse <han follow the
example of Queen Elizabeth II and the decorum
and finesse with which she ensures the Crown
is kept above party politics.

It must be remembered that something like
half the people in Western Australia vote for
the Australian Labor Party and they have a right
to believe the Governor is not against them, that
he is their Governor. In fact, that is one of the
advantages of the constitutional monarchy system
as distinct from (he American presidential system;
the head of State is above politics. In the United
States the President is either a Democrat or a
Republican, and to that degree he alicnates the
people on the other side of politics. But the
Queen is neither Conservative nor Labor, and
for well over 100 years successive monarchs have
scrupulously demonstrated that.

We in this State have the right to the same
kind of treatment, and if Governors do not already
know how to behave and observe correct decorum
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in these matters, they should be instructed. It
is certainly not correct for a Governor to go up
10 a member of Parliament and try to starl an
argument with him in front of other people. For-
tunately the member of Parliament concerned
had more breeding than the other gentleman
and did not indulge in debate. He realised it
was a very touchy sitvation and showed good
manners by not taking issue with him. It should
not be left to a member of Parliament to give
the Governor a lesson in the proprieties, and
that kind of thing should not occur again,

If Governaors do not already understand their
important role before they take office, they should
be instrucied in the very important constitutional
role they have. They must be like the Queen.
They must be above politics so that every political
party can know it will get a fair deal if it should
become the Government. | think that is very
important to the way the whole Constitution
works.

In relation to the Police Force and the Road
Traffic Authority, I draw attention to something
which occurs on the roads every day to a great
extent; that is, the sport of tailgating, especially
by young people who Fancy themselves as speed-
way drivers and like to drive within a yard of
another car’s bumper. Of course, every driver has
the right to put his brakes on to the maximum
extent at any time. A child could run across
the road; anything could happen. [ want to know
what the police are doing about this matter.

! think the problem is that the police in their
marked cars cannot detect this kind of thing
because one would have to be a lunatic to do
that to a police car. I suppose the only way it
can be detected is with unmarked cars.

I believe in the unmarked car system and am
prepared to debate it. Some people think it is
unfair. If one thinks killing people on the road
is sport, I suppose il is unfair: but if we are
serious about the carnage on the roads we must
feel we never know whether or not the car along-
side is an unmarked police car, even if it does
have a man and a woman inside it, because ihey
may be police officers in plain clothes.

We should not be so worried aboul the people
who drive 10 kilometres over the speed limit.
I was pulled up for doing thal the other day;
I thought it was a revenue-producing action. 1
believe that driving 12 or 13 kilometres above
6¢ kilometres an hour on a road alongside the
railway track where there are no cross-streels
is not very dangerous.

Mr Blaikie: It is breaking the taw.
Mr TONKIN: That is true.
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Mr Blaikie: If the law is wrong, change it.

Mr TONKIN: [ am not arguing about that
but I am saying the laws are broken every day.
We should have the limited number of RTA
officers preventing breaches of the law which cause
death on the roads. 1 am not arguing in favour
of breaking the law, but, with the limited number
of RTA officers, we should enable the RTA and
the Police Force 1o operate so that they have an
influence on life and death.

The road criminal—the person who does
extremely dangerous things and uses his motor
vehicle as a weapon, causing death—will not be
caught by radar traps or marked cars. He is the
person who will be caught by the police officers
in plain clothes. When someone has committed
a murder and is caught by a detective in plain-
clothes, no-one says that is unfair.

We all think we have a right to a driving lic-
ence and that it is a game to try to beal the
police. Driving 10 kilometres over the speed
limit is a bit of a game because it is not really
dangerous, but it is breaking the law. Attention
should be directed to the really dangerous habits
of a very small percentage of drivers.

One of the problems in detecting such drivers
is that they have a personality defect. Psycholo-
gists are not clever enough to be able to detect
in a personality test those who have a person-
ality defect. Those people soon learn the answers
expected of them. There are means to detect
that, but it is not easy to do.

It seems to me we should be concentrating on
the road criminals—those who do not care about
other people, who are not driving 10 kilometres
an hour faster than they should be but are
indulging in activities which cause death and
injury.

DR DADOUR (Subiaco) [3.39 pm.): [ wish
to speak on a matter related to the police. 1
thought the police existed to protect people, but
1 find in my electorate certain people are being
disadvantaged. [ thought it was the Minister’s
responsibility to ensure the police did their job,
but 1 find I am probably quite wrong and that
the Minister does nat want to accept any responsi-
bitity. He says he will not direct the police.
Perhaps he is right in adopting that attitude; but
who does direct the police? Somebody must.

Obviously the Opposition would not direct the
police; yet we arc told by a Minister from the
Government benches that he does not direct the
police and there are ways of doing things, other
than by telling them. Suggesting something is
wrong and saying something should be done about
it is not in any way directing the police.



{Thursday, 23rd November, 1978]

My gripe is in respect of a matter 1 raised
during a grievance debate this year. The handling
of the matter was quite unsatisfactory in every
sense of the word. 1 am very ¢ritical of the fact
that the police will not enforce the law in a
certain part of my electorate, which happens to
be in the vicinity of a wine saloon. The point
is that people who live nearby are disadvantaged
to the nth degree. 1 pointed this out previously,
and was at great pains to do so. However, | have
received no satisfaction whatsoever. [ would
have thought the Minister would do some-
thing about the maltter, but obviously he does
not intend to do anything constructive about it.

1 am at a loss to know why this should be so.
The simple fact is that if anybody is disadvant-
aged surely it is our responsibility to see he is
made equal to other people and advantaged to
the same degree. Yet | find outside my electorate
the police give “the treatment” to a wine saloon.
They regularly stake oul this place and make a
number of arrests. However, they just do not
seemn to care about the wine saloon in my elec-
torate of which 1 am speaking, which is situated
in Keightley Road, Subiaco.

This prompted me to write to the Minister
earlier this year. | did not pull any punches in
my letter. { said this had been a festering sore
for some time in my electorate, and | asked him
kindly to investigate it. 1 do not know what
kind of investigation was carried out, but I re-
ceived a letter from the Minister saying the place
was being run in a proper manner and ming
host was extremely co-operative and helpful in
every way. Obviously the police did not look
outside the place.

I do not care whalt happens inside the wine
saloon; it is what happens when people come
oulside that worries me. It seems that people
who have been drinking wine behave differently
from those who have been drinking beer. Peaple
who have been drinking wine are often abusive
and apgressive; they do not seem to be awarc
of their ordinary inhibitions; they seem not o
be aware of where they are; and they seem
10 wurinate whenever and wherever the mood
strikes them.

What is even worse than that is that after §
received that letter from the Minister telling me
there was nothing wrong with the place, that it
is beyond reproach, and that no more investiga-
tions would be carried out, | staked out the wine
saloon with some of the people who live in the
area, and what 1 saw was quite interesting, On
the very first night [ saw (wo gentlemen standing
on the footpath.
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Mr Barnett: Gentlemen, you say?

Dr DADOUR: I do not suppose they could
be called gentlemen.

Mr O’'Neil: Were they prosecuted?

Dr DADOUR: Had the Minister listened to this
previously, 1 would not have had to bring the
matter to the Parliament again. | saw those two
geatlemen urinating, and they were approached
by the police. On the following Tuesday [ came
to the Parliament and saw the Acting Minister
for Police and asked him whether the police
would do something about what [ had seen. On
the next morning the Acting Minister told me
that the police were not going on with the matter.
I said, “That is rather peculiar because [ am an
eye-witness; | actually saw the police calch the
men in the act and take their names.”

Subsequently | placed a question on the notice
paper asking whether the police would prosecute.
The answer now was, “Yes'. There was a change
of mind; perhaps because | had witnessed the
event. Perhaps there was some other reason of
which { am not aware. However, the outcome
was that the men were prosecuted.

Sitting suspended from 345 10 404 p.m.

Dr DADOUR: As | was saying before the tea
break, [ am at a loss to know why the Minister
for Police and Traffic has been so reluctant to
do something about the problem in my electorate.
I would have thought the least he could do would
be to look into the situation more thoroughly.
The situation should be considered at a higher
level than it was looked at on the first occasion.

After the police reported that everything was
above board, | found that things were occurring
which were not above board—far from it. |
related this information to the Minister, but the
Minister refused to believe what [ was trying to
say.

I have heard a lot said about there being no
ministerial direction of the police. [ wonder who
directs the police. The police seem to know when
to be in the right place at the wrong time, or at
the right time. The situation does not not add up
to me.

When | find something in my own electorate
which is a problem, and when people are disad-
vantaged by the behaviour of others, it is the
place of the police to rectify the situation. There
are laws which the police can rely on to rectify a
problem. However, ! find that the police do not
proceed with the obvious cases—those with which
they should be proceeding. The actions of the
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police should have a deterrent effect on the com-
munity. Law-abiding citizens in our society should
be protected; but apparently that is not the case.

Mr Bertram: Apparently they have a selec-
live type of “firm hands™ policy.

Dr DADOQUR: Whichever type of policy they
kave, it is unknown to me.

I find that the actions of the Deputy Premier,
in his capacily as Minister for Police and Traffic,
are totally unsatisfactory. There is no other
description but *“totally unsatisfactory”. He is
not doing his job as [ understand the job should
be done.

I am a member of Parliament. If T go to the
Minister with a problem, 1 expect him to listen to
me. If he investigates my problem and he finds
lo the contrary, and then | return lo him with
proof to establish that there is definitely some-
thing wrong, and that the person who conducted
the investigation has done wrong, | expect the
Minister to believe me. [ expect him to take steps
to have something done about the matter. [
maintain, as 2 member of Parliament, that that
should be done.

I have no vendetta against anybody, as the
Minister might have thought [ had. T have no
vendeita even against the person who owns the
wine saloon. 1 do not know the person and 1 do
not want to know him. [ have never spoken to
him. Do not let us think 1 have a vendetta, All 1
am worried about is that 28 people in my elec-
torate are being disadvantaged six nights a week.
That is too much,

I have a copy of a summary that has been pre-
pared by people in my electorate. They have kept
a diary this year of the events that have occur-
red. It can be seen from the summary that there
is a great problem.

The last time [ raised this matter in Parliament,
the Commissioner of Police made certain state-
ments 1o the Press. Those stalemenis are obno-
Xious, as far as [ am concerned. The commissioner
blurted off a denial. He knew nothing about the
circumnstances. That is wrong. [t is all right to
deny something when one knows what is occur-
ring; but the commissioner has made his denial
without any knowledge of the situation.

When [ questioned the fact that police officers
were seen in the saloon, the answer came back that
they were in the saloon investigating my com-
plaints. I have not made one complaint about
the wine saloon itself. My complaints are about
the actions of the people when they come out of
the wine saloon. [ could not care less what is
done inside the wine saloon. It could be a
brothel, for all I care. It is when people come
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out and disadvantage my electors living in that
part of Subiaco that something should be done.
The people of Subiaco have lost confidence in the
local police, and that is an indictment of the Gov-
ernment and the Minister. It is the place of the
Minister to see that these matters are dealt with,

The Police Force is a disciplined body. If mem-
bers of it are not doing their job, they should be
disciplined. They should do their job. It is the
Minister’s task to ensure that the members of
the Police Force do their job. Under the West-
minster system, the Minister is responsible. He
cannot hide and say, "l cannot direct.” | am not
asking him to direct. I am asking him only to see
that justice is done. He is not prepared to do
that.

Mr Bertram: Why is he playing favourites?

De DADOUR: [ refuse to have the people
in my clectorate disadvantaged because of the
attitude of the Minister. If we still had the previ-
ous Minister for Police and Traffic, [ have no
doubt he would have considered these problems.
I find the present Minister is most wanting. The
best way to describe the Minister is to say that
he is a sawdust Caesar, full of water and wind,
because we receive nothing else from him,

I hear reports from members of the Police
Force that the Police Commissioner has the
Minister in the palm of his hand. This is terrible!

I want to know why [ am not receiving satis-
factory responses from the Minister. Other mem-
bers of the Parliament tell me [ go about it the
wrong way. They say [ should go and talk to the
police, and they will sort it out for me. They tell
me 10 be nice to the police. It is not my place lo
be nice o them, It is not my place to go to them.
[ go to the top: and the top is my Minister. [f my
Minister will not do it for me, then he is wrong.
He should be relieved of his portfolio.

Mr Bertram: Could you not go to the Premier?

Dr DADOUR: The Premier stands by the
Minister. In the party room, | receive no satis-
faction at all.

That is the story of the problem. I still have
not received any of the answers that [ want. [
want an answer which indicates that something
will be done; that the matter will be looked at.

The lack of action is an indictment of the
Government. It is wrong in every sense of the
word. It is terrible when a member of Parliament
goes to his own Minister and finds that his own
Minister will not attend 10 a matter.

I will not go to the Commissioner of Palice.
It is not my place to go to him, and [ have no
right to go to him. I should not approach any of
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the departments. | know what would happen if
Il walked into the Public Health Department;
there would be panic! [ would not go to any
department or any bureaucrat. [ deal in the
correct way—through the Minister.

Mr Sibson interjected.

Dr DADOUR: Mt Chairman, 1 would ask you
for protection. [ am very far from the Hansurd
reporter; and it is most distracting when people
right alongside one are interjecting. . It is not
asking too much 10 have those interjections
stopped, That is a reasonable request. | ask for
a Ffair go. The last Hansurd reporter had to come
t0 me and ask me what | was talking about. He
could not hear me,

Mr Pearce: A lot of people ask him that.

Dr DADOUR: I ask for this common courtesy
to be extended 0 me.,

The CHAIRMAN: | ask members te refrain
from interjecting. The member for Subiaco.

Dr DADOUR: | do not mind interjections from
anybody else. It is just those who are right next
to my ear. It is the interjections from close to
me that | find difficult.

My Bertram: Surreptitiously.

Mr Herzfeld interjected.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Dr DADQUR: May 1t come to the Tuble of the
House to speak? .

Opposition members: Yes.

The CHAIRMAN: | ask the House 1o come to
order. | ask the member to continue his speech,

Dr DADOUR: It appears to me that when
| speak against my Government—which is a diffi-
cult thing to do—it is hard when | am constantly
being interjected on. No-one else can hear what
is said.

The CHAIRMAN : | can hear the member quite
clearly.

Dr DADOUR: |
Chairman.

can hear you, too, Mr

Points of Order
Mr TONKIN: The Standing Orders permit a
member to come o the Table of the House with
the concurrence of the Chairman or the Speaker.
Are you ruling, Mr Chairman, thal he may not
come to the Table of the House?

The CHAIRMAN: There is no point of order.
| ask the member to continue from his present
position. If there are difficullies experienced, then
I will take other action.
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Mr BERTRAM: In order that the member for
Subiaco may be given a fair go0—and he obviously
is greatly disturbed—I[ seek your guidance, Mr
Chairman, Am [ permijtted to move that the
member for Subiaco be permitted to address the
Committee from the Table of the House? It is
obvious that he bhas an important contribution to
make. The people of Subiaco want their member
to be heard, and members of the Government
seem to be intent on preventing him from being
heard.

The CHAIRMAN: [t is not necessary 10 move
a motion and, as [ understand it, it is not
appropriate to have one. As [ said, 1 will pay
particular attention to the member for Subiaco
and if | feel he is having difficulties 1 shall take
other steps.

Mr Bryce: It is the member for Bunbury—

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Comumittee Resumed

Dr DADOUR: 1 shall continue. | should like
the position o0 be correct for the record. |
received a letiter from the Chief Secretary con-
cerning the behaviour of the people in the
vicinity of this wine saloon. He said everything
was above bourd, the saloon was being run very
well indeed, and no more complaints from the
same source would be investigated. | believe those
were the words used; at least words {o that
effect were used.

After receiving that letter, on six nights running
I went down to the wine saloon lo observe what
wus happening outside it. On the first night [
found two gentlemen urinating on the verge
outside No. 12 Keightley Road. [ could not
only hear the gentlemen speaking, but 1 could
hear the sound effects of what they were doing
also. A car containing two plain clothes police-
men pulled up. These policemen were from the
liquor and gaming branch, The iwo pentlemen
were illuminaled by the headlights of this car.
They were immediately apprehended by the
policemen who took their names, Whilst this was
occurring mine host walked down from the front
door of the establishment. The policemen and
the two gentlemen who had been apprehended and
mine host had a good laugh, shook hands, and off
they went.

I spoke with the Acting Minister for Police
and Traffic for whom | am full of praise. [
asked him whether the police would proceed
with the prosecution of these two gentlemen, Next
morning the Acting Minister told me that the
prosecution would not proceed. I then placed a
question on the notice paper in relation to this



5520

matter and the reply was that the two gentlemen
would be prosecuted. Had T not seen the incident,
the prosecution would not have occurred.

From the time the complaints first began to
arise in relation to this establishment up till the
present time, only one prosecution has occurred.
The police refuse to proceed with prosecutions.
Who told the police not to proceed with the
prosecution of these offenders? Why do the
police not prosecute these offenders? I am aware
that people who offend in the vicinity of two
other wine saloons are getting the treatment. As
many as 10 people are caught each night and
¢harged with offensive behaviour and urinating
on the verges or lawns in the vicinity of these
establishments.

Mr Bertram: Do you have any idea why they
are not prosecuted?

Dr DADOUR: 1 want to know why they are
prosecuted and the offenders outside my estab-
fishment are not prosecuted. There is something
wrong.

Mr B. T. Burke: You must have a suspicion.

Dr DADOUR: 1 do not want t0 go into that.
I have a real problem in my electorate and it is
made much worse by the attitude of the Chief
Secretary. As the Minister for Police and Traffic,
he should give me more consideration so that 1
can ensure the people in my electorate are not
disadvantaged as a result of the bad behaviour
and abuse of certain people outside the wine
saloon.

‘The residents in this area have lost all the
confidence they had in the local Police Force in
Subiaco. This is a shocking situation. If this is
the case, how can the Chief Secretary in all
fairness take no notice and do nothing about the
mattec?. He said specifically that he will not
direct the Commissioner of Police. T am not
asking him to direct the Commissioner of Police.
I am asking for the same treatment afforded
people in other electorates. There is something
wrong in my ¢lectorate and I want it cleaned up
in the same manner as [ want the law 1o be
enforced when it is broken in other places, I
want equal treatment, not preferential treatment.
I do not have a vendetta, but T am sick and tired
of receiving complaints continually.

These people are disadvantaged and to be told
by the police that they are not is a bit too much.

My argument is a good solid one and I do not
know how the Chief Secretary will get around it
for the simple reason that there is no way out.
He must see that justice is done. I am horrified
that the situation has come to this point. I have
gone through the correct channels from the very
beginning. I have even taken the matter to the
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party room and I have received no satisfaction. I
have come now to the only other forum open to
me, which is the forum of Parliament. I want
to know what is going on. If there is no ministerial
direction, is graft or corruption involved? Is some-
body receiving a bribe? Why are these offenders
allowed to get away with their behaviour in that
location only? Why are they allowed to get away
with it there, but not in the vicinity of two other
similar establishments with which I am familiar
and which are very close to the establishment
am concerned about? Unfortunately the two
saloons to which T refer are not in my electorate,
but in neighbouring electorates. When [ asked
the members representing those electorates about
the matter, [ was told that perhaps I should have
a talk to the sergeant on the point or something
like that. This is terrible.

I wonder what I am supposed to say when I
talk to the sergeant. The siluation looks dread-
ful to me. The Chief Secretary is not doing his
job and I ask him now to do his job as I. and
I am sure a number of other law-abiding citizens,
understand he should do it, which is, to see that
justice is done in this part of my electorate.

MR BERTRAM (Mt. Hawthorn) (4.22 p.m.1: 1
have some sympathy for the dilemma which has
just been related to us so eloquently by the mem-
ber for Subiaco; but T should like 10 add that the
sort of problem with which his constituents are
faced in the particular area he mentioned is not a
problem which is confined only to Subiaco. T be-
lieve the police do a reasonable job in respect of
these establishments in some areas; but in other
areas—apparently in Subiaco and elsewhere where
the level of supervision and law enforcement is
below standard and where efficiendy should be
improved—the police do not do a good job.

We realise the police are very busy. Further-
more it is understood they do not have sufficient
manpower. Therefore, it is rather unfair even to
appear to be placing blame upon members of
the Police Force in that situation. T am not con-
cerned so much with placing blame—and [ am
speaking in respect of this particular matter—but
what [ am concerned with is bringing the matter
to public notice, as has the member for Subiaco,
in the expectation of a better level of performance
being achieved by the people responsible for the
situation, I am not referring necessarily to the
individual policeman or police sergeant.

One of the risks which a member of the Opposi-
tion runs if he has the temerity to speak on mat-
ters relating to the police, the Police Force, or
policemen is that he shall be attacked immedi-
ately, no doubt with a view to silencing him, on
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the basis that, “You and your colleagues—"
referring to the Opposition “—are anti-police.”
Generally speaking, that allegation is false. It is
used with a view to scoring political points
regardless of the adverse consequences, and for
the purpose also of shutting up the Opposition.

There is no doubt that the media obliges and
by that procedure the Government often scores
political points. As far as [ am concerned the
intention of shutting up the mouths of members
and stopping them speaking about questions
related to the police by using that allegation will
not work in my case. 1 hope the Minister will
not bother about indulging in that particular
device in my case.

Mr O'Neil: Give us an example of where I
have used that “device” as you call it in the
past.

Mr BERTRAM: As I spoke it occurred to me
that the Minister's predecessor used that ploy. Of
course the Premier and the commissioner use it.
[t is certainly a ploy one would expect to be
used by the Premier, because it is the type of
technique he uses. The former Minister for
Police and Traffic used it frequently also. Appar-
ently the Premier can bully Liberal members in
Caucus and he expects to do so here as well.

When [ made that stalement [ was thinking
more of one of the predecessors of the Minister
for Police and Traffic. I should like to clear up
that poiat in fairness to the Minister.

1 should like to place on record that from
time to time some of my constituents have
spoken to me in glowing terms about the conduct
of certain police and RTA officers. My constitu-
ents may have been stopped on the road for
comminting an alleged breach and it has been
drawn to my attention that the police have
worked in a proper manner and have been very
polite. It is important that [ should place that
on the record, because most of us know, in gene-
ral terms, if one is treated decently—even if one
is for the time being in a position where one is
breaking the law—by the people in authority—
whether they be police or RTA officers—one’s
response will be far more positive and co-opera-
tive than if one is not treated decently.

It is pleasing to hear that policemen and RTA
officers are behaving in a decent manner. I hope
this occurs frequently. I mention it because in
recent times it has been drawn to my attention
on a number of occasions by people from diverse
pants of my electorate that officers have done
the right thing. It is important that this should
be placed on the record.
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On occasions, of course, it has been drawn to
my attention that the police officers have not be-
haved decently; but in more recent times the
pluses have been apparent and the minuses have
been few. For that reason I mention it, because
it is always very easy to be negative and con-
demnatory. It is not too difficult for people lo be
a little praiseworthy when there is cause for it.

The Government needs the strongest censure
on a number of grounds, but the matter I wish
to mention relates to the carnage on the roads.
People are being killed in their bundreds and
maimed in their thousands. Clearly the Gov-
ernment is powerless to do anything about it,
For years the Government has been doing a little
window-dressing periodically.

For example, if there is a heavy road toll in
one week or over a holiday period we can be
dead sure the Government will react and make
some sort of Press announcement designed for the
purpose of informing the people that the Gov-
ernment is on the move. The announcement is
not designed to be worth while or effective in
relation to a proposition which is to be put into
operation.

The Government claims it is doing something
about the matter when, as a matter of fact, if
one looks at the statistics—the carnage and the
mangling of human bodies on the roads—one will
see that nothing is being done. If certain legisla-
tion now before us concerning off-road vehicles
is passed, the carnage will extend off the roads
to the situation where injured people will have no
effective redress.

On one such occasion when we were subjected
to a whole lot of window-dressing, there was an
announcement by the Premier, perhaps, or by the
Minister—it matters not particularly—that the
Government would do something about the matter
by having certain persons dob-in people who drive
motor vehicles—pimp on them; inform on them;
that is what the Government’s present policy is.

Mr O'Neil: Who said that?

Mr BERTRAM: As I said, T am nat sure.

Mr O'Neil: You said it was either (he Premier
or me. Who said it? Be factual. Neither of
us said it.

Mr BERTRAM: If it was not the Premier, and
it was not the Minister, I withdraw that comment,
[ am very sad about that.

Mr O'Neil: Tt was a senior police officer in
Victoria.

Mr BERTRAM: Tt seemed to be the scrt of
slatement one would expect from the Premier in
this type of situation.
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On the 7th MNovember last | asked question
2271 of the Premier. Part (3) of my question
was as follows—

(3) Is it the Government’s policy to have
doctors report their patients who drive
motor vehicles when they are physically
or mentally unfit to do so?

The reply from the Premier was as follows—

(3) Daoctors are accasionally faced with the
dilemma that a patient has a physical
or mental condition which is likely to
render him unfit to drive a motor vchicle
and be dangerous to both himself and
the public at large. There iz conflict
between the doctor's duty of confiden-
tiality to the patient and of his duty Lo
the public. Where the -doctor decides
that his duty to the public is greater, lhe
Government proposes to pratcet him
from any legal liability thereby incurred.

Mr O'Neil: What is wrong with that?

Mr BERTRAM: I stand corrected if it was not
the Premier or the Minister who made the stlate-
ment, but my recotlection is that such an announ-
cement was made, and it was the type—because
of its nature—uone would expect from the Premier,

Mr O'Neil: | think you read a headline in the
Sunday Independent where [ was reported to
have said, “Dob in your hushand”. I did not
say that. You would have read the article in
‘some weekend rag.

Mr BERTRAM: The reply given to my ques-
tion 2271 shows there is to be a form of dobbing-
in introduced. Who will dob-in whom? 1t will
not be the publicans who provide liquor for
people to vonsume, and consume in quantities
that affect their capacity to drive. They will
not be asked to dob-in anybody. The dob-in
procedure will ¢come from the medical practi-
tioners in respect of their paticnts. That is Lhe
type of dobbing-in which will be practised and
encouraged by this Government. Why should
the Government encourage Lhat iype cf thing?

If it could be said that statistics are available
to the Government to show rhat people who have
some mental or physical dizability are causing a
significant number of accidents on the roads; if
there were statistics of that sort one would be
more sympathetic towards the aobhing-in pro-
cedure. But it secems there are no satistics of
that sort.
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Part (2) of my question 2271 to the Premier,
asked in each of the last three years—

(2) How many road traffic accidents have
occurred wholly or in part as a result’
of a person driving a molor vehicle
whilst physically or mentally unfit to
drive but who at the material time was
in no way influeznced by liquor or drugs?

The answer to that question was, “Figures are
not available”. So, no figures are available for
the Government to justify this dobbing-in pro-
cedure by professional men of their patients. On
the other hand, let us look at other statistics be-
cause these reveal the humbug of this new concept
to which I have referred. Part (1) of my question
asked, in each of the last three years—

(1) How many people have been success-
fully prosecuted onder the Criminal Code
or Lthe Road Trallic Act for offences of
which the fact that they were influenced
by liquor or drugs was an element?

[ ask members to note these statistics, compared
with the statistics in respect of those people who
are physically or mentally disabled, The reply
to that part of my question was—

(1) The number of convictions for driving
under the infleence of alcohol und driv-
ing with 0.0R per cent or more alcohol
in the blood in the last three years are—

1977-78—6 844
1976-77—7 240
1975-76—6 548

Figures on whether alcohol or drugs
influenced other offences are not avail-
able.

So, there are statistics of extraordinary signifi-
cance and dimension. If there is no record, who
will be asked to dob-in people? Na-one will be
asked? That is not the Government policy at all,
What the Government will do, as the Premier has
confirmed in his answer to my question, is ¢n-
courage medical practitioners to dob-in theic
patients. Those practitioners who dob-in  their
patients will receive a certain immunity from
attack by their clients for having breached any
vonfidential situation which otherwise exists lhese
days.

As [ have said, what the Government is more
concerned aboul so often, and even more so in
respect of the carnage on the road, is not to
remedy the carnage but to give out in boatloads
window-dressing and verhiage designed to indicate
to the people that it is doing a good job when,
as a matter of fact, it is not,
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I think it was the member for Morley when
speaking earlier who said that a number of people
were having their cars crashed into from the
rear. I think his remarks were timely because
when one walks around the streets one sees a
sight which we rarely saw in the past. QOne sees
people wearing neck braces because of injuries
they have sustained and what in general terms
are referred to as “whiptash injuries”. Even those
injuries which on the surface may appear to be
minor, are capable of having a devastating effect
on the limbs and organs of the human body.

[ think the public should be encouraged to be
a little more careful when they approach inter-
sections where most tail-end collisions occur so
that these whiplash injuries may be reduced. It
seems as though a little more education in that
direction would have a far better result than what
is occurring at the moment.

At the last election, I think it was, the Premier
explained to the people that his policy was one
of “firm hands”. 1 do not think anyobody knew
what he was talking about, and 1 do not think
he bothered to tell them. I think that what he
was really saying was that he would clamp down
and tighten up on things generally but, above all,
he would enforce the law without fear or favour.

The member for Subiaco takes the view that
the Premier is not doing that, but that he is play-
ing favourites with the people. [ happen to share
the same view as the member for Subiaco on
this occasion. T remind the Committee once again
about a lady of some character in the north-west
who published a little pamphlet. She breached the
hypertechnicality of neglecting to place on the
pamphlet the name of the person who authorised
it.

That lady was prosecuted and convicted, and
she is now a convicted person. [ suppose if she
sought to become a Justice of the Peace, she
could not be appointed. That is an example of
firm hands applied to a woman who, because of
her political viewpoint, apparently was sorted out
for special treatment.

Another indication of firm hands concerned
an officer of the State Housing Commission who
allegedly published something which was said to
be confidential. Apparently about half the popu-
lation of Perth had knowledge of the matter, but
the man was convicted and he lost his job. I do
not particularly condone that type of action, but
it scemed to be the thought of the presiding judge
that the case was something of the nature of
a storm in a teacup.
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The present Prime Minister of Australia when
Leader of the Qpposition had a phone link with
a person who was working in the Treasury. In-
formation was leaked from the Treasury from
time to time by that person. I think they called
that person “Mr Williams”. If the man from the
State Housing Commission should have been
dealt with in the way he was, [ wonder in what
way the present Prime Minister should have
been dealt with,

Mr Young: Have you finished with road traf-
fic matters?

Mr BERTRAM: [ would be happy to go back
to that subject.

Mr Young: [ thought you might have made a
suggestion, because for 20 minutes you have
criticised the Government and never once men-
tioned what you would do about the problem.

Mr BERTRAM: I think that is a very interest-
ing thought to come from the Minister. He has
been in this Parliament for quite a long time.

Mr Young: [ have been here long enough to
know that you never say anything.

Mr BERTRAM: The Minister knows how
much acceptance is given by this Government
to matters which we raise.

Mr Young: Translated into ordinary language,
you do not have a policy.

Mr BERTRAM.: [f the Minister is not aware
of what I have said, he is not trying too hard.
The other night, about 36 hours ago, there was
the first invitation extended to a member of the
Opposition to come forward and make a positive
suggestion as to how the Premier should improve
a Bill. That was a unique experience. A Gov-
ernment member reminded us that we should
not be too hopeful about any repetition in the
future, and [ am not.

Apparently the Minister for Health takes a
different view on that matter from the member
of the Government who interjected the other
night.

Mr Young: You cannot tell use how to solve
the road traffic problem.

Mr BERTRAM: 1 will be quite happy to make
submissions to the Road Traffic Authority. As
the member knows, T am a competent member
for Mt, Hawthorn, and the Government acknow-
ledges this fact at regular intervals. Any ideas
I have [ transmit directly o the people con-
cerned. I do not bring them into this Parliament
because I do not think it is necessary. If I can
get action by poing to the head of the RTA,
then I do it that way. Why should I waste time
in this place?
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Mr Coyne: A very good question.

Mr BERTRAM: While | am referring to the
Road Traffic Autherity, I am happy to see this
publication which has just been haznded to me.
The Minister for Health will be pleased to see
it, because it is headed, “Dob in Drunk Hubbies
—O'Neil",

Mr B. T. Burke: That is Frank O'Neil of Shen.
ton Park.

Mr BERTRAM: | will come back o that. |
was talking about the concept of dobbing-tn and
this articte corroborates what 1 was saying earlier,
I would like to come to anather matter dealing
with health.

Mr Young: You handled the last one bril-
liantly,

Mr BERTRAM: | am always happy 1o oblige
the Minister for Health. We agree on so muny
things. The only thing we do nol agree on is
the fact that the members of his electorate
should be discounted by 16/1 when they go
to the ballot box. He always likes me to bring
that home here, Mr Chairman, and | would not
like to displease him,

After that slight departure, 1 want to speak
about search and seizure warrants and the situa-
tion in Perth at the moment. Not so lang ago a
great deal of upheaval and discontent arvse be-
cause Search warrants were executed in respect
of solicitors’ offices. The legal profession and
the public generally were distressed that such
a thing should happen. People give their solicitors
a great deal of confidential information believing
that in doing so they do not lessen-their position
in the law. 1t is rather disturbing then to find
that on one occasion the police exercised a
warrant to enter a solicitor's office and comb
through his records.

I understand that something similar happened
recentiy in regard to an organisation, an associa-
tion, of an incorporated body. A member of this
association was under suspicion for having made
a threat against another person, whereupon the
police officers obtained a warrant and searched
all the files of that particular organisation, the
membership of which approaches something like
2000. 1 am told the police officers paid par-
ticular attention 10 correspondence, memoranda,
and letters coming from members of Parlia-
ment to the association or to the people con-
cerned, Why should the police be so interested
in correspandence and paper work of that kind?

However, my main concern is with what hap-
pened recently at Albany where police officers
moved in, and under the authority of a warrant,
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seized certain papers and documents from the
Clerk of the Local Court. On the 15th November,
I asked the Minister the following question—

Why was it necessary to provide in this
manner, that is by warrant, authority to
the Clerk of Courts to release docu-
ments to the police?

The Minister replied as follows—

The police considered it necessary to
provide the clerk of courts who was the
official custodian of the court records
with the authority to release the docu-
ments.

I am not aware of any precedent for the pro-
position that if one wants authority to give docu-
ments 10 some person, one should have obtained a
warrant to do that. | have never heard of that pro-
cedure in my Flife, but if the Minister can give
examples, 1 will be inlerested to hear them. It
is a dangerous precedent. Is a police officer to
be permitted 10 go along to the bank official
holding the key to the safe and say to him, “1
have a warrant for some documents and money
from your bank, you are to give them to me"?
Just where will it all end?

A very dangerous situation is developing when
one limb of Government can obtain a warrant 10
seize Jdocuments from another limb of Govern-
ment, For instance, if the Minister for Health
wants a document from the Minister for Agricul-
ture, and if the document is not forthcoming, the
Minister for Health can go to the police, grub
warrant, and grab the file from the Department
of Agriculture.

Mr O'Neil: Just let us examine that expression
“grab a warrant”, You said that he could grab a
warrant, but you know a warranl is not issued
without some authority.

Mr BERTRAM: The terminology was loose.
Mt O'Neil: Tll say.

Mr BERTRAM: However, | am certainly in-
debted to the Minisier for reassuring me, if that
is what he is doing, that the warrant issued in
respect of the Clerk of Courts of Albany was a
legally obtained warrant. 1 am sorry that 1 do not
have time to develop the theme because the
Minister for Health side-tracked me onto another
subject,

Obviously the Minister for Police and Traffic
has not fully answered Lhe question I asked in
this Chamber and | believe he owes us an ex-
planation.
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MR WILLIAMS (Clontarf) [4.52 p.m.J: T am
sure all members of the Chamber are well aware
that next year a great load will be placed on our
Police Force in the performance of its duties
during our 150th year celebrations. However, 1
believe that the greatest load will be placed on
the mounted police section. As well as general
duties, this troop performs search and rescue
and ceremonial work. [t is asked to perform at
the Royal Show, country shows, and it under-
takes escort work.

Next year, the troop will be greatly involved in
the pageantry connecled with our celebrations. It
could be that this particular section will be
found wanting, not because of any lack of
enthusiasm on the part of its members, or of their
ability to perform, but rather for two other
reasons.

Firstly, the troop is very short of horses. It has
30 horses in all, but of these four mares are for
breeding, there are eight youngsters, and (8
horses are in work, including the stallions.
Bearing in mind the work they will be expected
to undertake next year, is this sufficient stock?
Members who know anything about horses will
realise that there must be culling to obtain satis-
factory quality. Unfortunately, because of the
lack of numbers, I do not believe there has been
sufficient culling with the police horses.

I would like to give an example to illustrate
this. In South Australia, the mounted police
section has been breeding its own stock for the
last 25 years. It has 98 horses, and the progeny
are culled to a great extent so that the horses
actually used give a very high standird of per-
formance. | suggest to the Minister that e should
commence a similar programme. Certainly the
public enjoy the ceremonial and escort work of
the troop, but they derive more enjoyment from
watching the police horses in competition with
the Equestrian Federation of Australia at the
agricultural shows. This competition enhances the
enthusiasm of the members of the mounted troop,
but to be able 1o compete on an equal footing
with members of the federation, they need horses
that are capable of competing in the hacking
and the jumping events.

This situation should be Jooked ut closely.
Although | realise it cannot be done overnight,
we should look to upgrading the section over a
period of time.

Another related matter 1 wish to mention is
the uniform of the police officers. Both men and
women ure cxpected to use the same uniform at
all times. A police officer could be on search and
rescue work in the bush woday and tomorrow he
could be performing at a ceremonial event with
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the Governor in attendance. However, he is
required to wear the same uniform for both
occasions. [ believe that this troop will have a big
part to play in our 150th year celebrations, and
it certainly warrants the Minister’s attention to try
to update the ceremonial uniforms. If the mem-
bers of the troop knew that consideration was
being given to their uniforms, it would give them
the recessary morale boost,

Another matter for concern is the size of Lhis
troop. At the moment it has one sergeant and 13
constables, including three women. In proper
ceremonial and escort work, three women are in-
sufficient.

Mr Tonkin; Escort work?

Mr WILLIAMS: Certainfy to give a balanced
performance, at least one other woman is needed.

Mr Tookin: More females for escort work?

Mr WILLIAMS: Certainly this troop should
consist of at least 20 members. This would requice
extra horses, and | appreciate the difficulties in-
volved. However, if something is not done to
assist this troop, by the end of 1979, beca'ise of
the work load thrust on them, the members of
the troop may not be carrying out their duties
satisfactorily. 1 trust the Minister will give this
matter his consideration.

MR BRYCE (Ascot—Deputy Leader of the
Opposition) 14.58 p.m.1: | take this opportunity
lo put a special plea to the Minister for Police
and Traffic in regard to what | consider to be a
very unsavoury development in Western Aus-
tralia. | have written letters to the Minister for
Police and Traffic about my concern that guns are
being sold in supermarkets. Licences to handle
firearms have been granted to supermarkets, and
today it is possible to enter a large supermarket
to buy the week’'s groceries and to come out with
an automatic shotgun and a supply of ammuni-
tion.

Mr O’Neil: | think you are exaggerating.

Mr BRYCE: | am not exaggerating. Before 1
wrote o the Minister requesting him to look al
this situation, | visited the Big W in Belmont to
see for myself what was happening.

Mr O'Neil: And you came out with a pile of
eggs under one arm and a rifle under Lhe other!

Mr BRYCE: Perhaps 1 should indicate that I
am a “non gun” person myself. It seems that [
am one of the few people in Western Austrakia
who ‘does not own a gun. It is disturhing that
such a large number of our citizens do hold
licences for firearms, and at a later stage, | will
give members the figures which were supplied to
me,
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I ask the Minister for Police and Traffic to have
his officers check out the Big W in Belmont to
see whether the standards of security there meet
with the minimum standard laid down by the
department for supermarkets that are licensed to
sell firearms.

[ cannot imagine a worse possible trend in our
society than that every second home—or, for that
matter, every home—has its own licensed firearm.
On the front page of today’s issue of the Daily
News there is a report relating to a matter con-
cerning many parents and, presumably, many
members of Parliament. Specifically, the report
refers to the violent trash on television, to which
so many middle-aged people and—more im-
portantly—more easily influenced young people
are subjected.

It would be a particularly unsavoury develop-
ment in our Stale for this Government, or any
Government, to agree to allow chain stores and
supermarkets to make a quid out of advertising
and selling firearms and ammunition. We should
consider the overall effect on any community of
a policy which encourages the spread of weapons
in that community. It is a great pity that while
once we were very much like the United King-
dom, in that the number of criminals in our
community who actually had licensed firearms—
or, presumably in many cases, unticensed Ffire-
arms—

Mr O’Neil: Mostly unlicensed, in their case.

Mr BRYCE: —was very low, the recent trend
towards an increase in violent ¢rime marks us
as a society which is more like that of the United
States than of the United Kingdom. Once, we
never expected to see a policeman in Western
Australia carrying a weapon. Once, we expected
that pelice in this State would be like the bobbys
of London and the United Kingdom, where the
carrying of weapons simply was not necessary—
unlike the Police Force of the United States.
We are accustomed to seeing the police of the
United States carrying weapons, not only in tele-
vision programmes—which, in some instances,
represents an absurd extreme—but also in real life.
Those of us who have visited the United States
and have seen the situation at first-hand would
agree it was the rare exception to see a policeman
who was not carrying a licensed firearm.

Mr O’Neil: Police
firearms.

in New South Wales carry

Mr BRYCE: That is the tendency.

Mr O'Neil: It is not a tendency; it is a fact
in New South Wales.
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Mr BRYCE: I am lalking about a tendency in
our society which has produced a change; in my
view, it is an unsavoury tendency and a parti-
cularly bad state of affairs. It is one which I
believe this Government should re-examine. [ am
fully aware that to have any impact on this ques-
tion on a national basis, it would be necessary for
all State Governments to put their heads together
to try to reach some concensus on the question
of gun control.

Everybody is aware that the gun lobby in the
United States and in other countries exercises a
powerful influence. However, [ am not necessarily
sure it is the gun lobby in an organised fashion
in this country which is responsible for this
trend.

I wish to draw some interesting statistics to the
attention of the Committee. [In October this
year [ asked the Minister how many licensed fire-
arms were registered in Western Australia. In the
first instance the Minister was unable to provide
Pacliament with the answer, and | appreciate
he took the trouble to reply to my question
in writing. The figures are Fairly disturbing: There
are 162 596 rifles, 62416 shot guns and 8315
pistols, making a grand total of 233 327 licensed
firearms.” 1f we add to that a conservatively
small factor accounting for unlicensed firearms in
Western Australia, it would be reasonable to
assume there are a quarter of a million firearms
in this State.

Western Australia’s total population is some
1.2 miilion. We had an adult population as at
June this year of 798 020. One of the key-related
statistics is that there are 39| 766 private dwel-
lings in Western Australia. In effect, that means
that in Western Australia, we have one firearm
for every iwo households. [ realise there is not
a firearm in every second household because,
obviously, some people with gun licences possess
more than one gun.

Mr O'Neil: You would probably understand
also that there are certain groups of people who,
as a group, own more than one firearm each. 1
am talking about members of the Police Force
who, while they do not actvally own the fire-
arm, are issued with them, and about members
of rifle and sporting clubs. So, you are stretching
the bonds of friendship a little by suggesting there
could be one firearm for every two households in
Western Australia.

Mr BRYCE: Nevertheless, it is perfectly valid
to draw the conclusion that if supermarkets are
to be given permission to indulge in the business
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of advertising and pushing weapons and ammuni-
tion in the same way as they sell practically
anything else, the number of weapons in the com-
munity will increase.

Mr O'Neil: Whether or not they can buy wea-
pons slill remains with the police. A person can-
not just walk in and buy a rifle.

Mr BRYCE: | am fully aware of that. 1 have
discussed this matter with officers of the fircarms
branch. The Minister indicated by interjection
that a person would need a licence before he
could buy a firearm. However, in reality, prac-
tically anybody in Western Australia can obtain
a licence.

Mr O'Neil: From the number of letlers from
people who cannot get them, [ am surprised to
hear that.

Mr BRYCE: ! would say they are probably
.the very persistent and articulate minority, be-
cause the officers of the department with whom
I discussed this matter indicated that praclically
anyone can oblain a licence. That is the point
I make about the availability of licences. 1t is
one thing to say that a person must oblain a
licence before he can buy a firearm; however,
that statement becomes meaningless if it is easy
to obtain a licence. Presumably, a person would
obtain a licence before he went to buy a fire-
arm.

The point | am making is this: 1 think our
society has a vested interest in making firearms
relatively scarce and nol too easily available to
people.

Mr Jomieson: We did it with fireworks, and
that has proved successful.

Mr BRYCE: The matter itseif was drawn to my
attention by an incident which occurred in Bays-
water only a couple of months ago. The Morley
K-mart had to apply to the Bayswater Shire Coun-
cit because, presumably, the local authority also
has some say in respect of the type of premises
from which firearms may be sold. That shire
council granted approval and, when the news
became public, quite & number of people in the
vicinily were very upsel.

Even though a great majority of the people
in Bayswater have no idea of what has trans-
pired—they huve not even heard the news yet—
there has been a remarkable and spontanecus
reaction from the people who were made aware
of the decision of the Bayswaler Shire Council
to allow the local K-marl 10 go ahead wilth ils
application to the Police Department to secure
a licence to sell weiapons. A petition was presenied
to me, to which 1 drew the Minister's attention
when | wrote to him.
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I did two fairly straightforward things in that
letter. Firstly, [ conveyed to the Minister lhe
concern these people felt at the posvibility of a
local supermarket being allowed to sell firearms
and ammunition; secondly, and more importantly,
and in all seriousness, [ asked the Minister to
reconsider precisely how we could amend the
regulations and, if necessary, the legislation so
that it is not possible for supermarkets to sell
these products.

[ know a very basic case can be put up by a
supermarket which has an interest in selling fire-
arms as simply another product; however, |
think any responsible citizen in our community
can see we are not going to improve the quality
of life in the community if we consciously take
steps to encourage the spread of weapons and
ammunition.

| draw 10 the Ministes's altention a couple of
stalements in his letter 10 me because 1 believe
they warrant further investigation and follow-up
by his department. The Minister's letler of the
[Tth November states as follows—
The minimum safety standard required for
the security of firearms and ammunition is
a steel cabinet bolted to the Aoor and able
to be padlocked.

That is the minimum standard of security the
firearms branch of the Police Department alleg-
edly demands of any supermarket thal wants to
sell firearms and ammunition.

However, ! can tell the Minister, as a result
of my visit to the Belmont Big W, that there is
no stee) cabinet bolted to the foor, able to be
padlocked; it simply has not been provided for
by that store.

[ am not being critical of the Minister; I am
simply asking him to follow up this matter. A
few sentences laler, he made the following state-
ment—

I am informed that the actual areas allocated
in these stores for the purpose of trading
in Arearms will be divorced from all other
sections.
I assure the Minister that in the case of the Bel-
mont supermarkel, that is not so. The firearms
section is stuck right in the middle of the normai
trading section of the store. From memory, it
may be on the edge of the sports goouds section.
but it is not in the centre of whal is oflen a
roped-off section selling sporting goods. The fire-
arms section is right in the middfe of the main
aisle aof the Belmont Big W,

Mr O'Neil: There is another provision in
respect of weapons on display or for sale.
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Mr BRYCE: [ do not disagree with the rest of
the Minister’s letter,

Mr O’Neil: What you are saying is that the
Big W at Belmont does not comply.

Mr BRYCE: It certainly does not.
Mr O'Neil: | will have a look at it.

Mr BRYCE: It is probable that these super-
markets do not comply because, by the very
nature of their interest in selling firearms and
ammunition, they are not going to be particularly
pleased with the idea of having to shove a lot
of this expensive equipment into a back corner,
where it is hard to find and relatively unknown.
There is a bit of a clash of interests here. How-
ever, as [ have already informed the Committee,
[ think this is a particularly bad principle and
the Government should actually review the deci-
sion which allows the sale and distribution of these
weapons through supermarkets.

I have already made brief reference to the
article which appears on the front page of today's
edition of the Deaily News reporting the findings
of a Senate committee established to inquire into
the quality and standards of television in this
country. The article is headed “Call to cut TV
rough stuff” and states as follows—

Cuis in television violence were urged
today.

A Senate committee said
should begin immediately.

the controls

They should continue till further research
showed that lelevised violence was not harm-
ful to anybody.

The commitiee went on to outline precisely what
it believed—after its very lengthy deliberation into
this matter--were the possible deleterious effects
on sociely of so much of this first-class violent
trash. [t made the point that it was not good
enough to allow the matter of censorship to
rest with the individual family, but that society
as a whole had a responsibility to establish some
standards.

Some of the things which really concern me
about this matter are that in recent weeks we
have seen shoot-out situations belween criminals
and the police in New South Wales. Only a few
days apgo, a hostage was shot dead and shortly
afterwards, the recently released hardened crimi-
nal also was shot dead.

That was after a running gun battle almost type
cast in respect of some of the imported American
television we see so frequently on all the tele-
vision stations in this State.
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It is fairly obvious there is a trend in the wrong
direction and | appeal to the Minister: one small
step we could take is to review any decision which
would make it easier for firearms and ammunition
to be spread throughout the community.

MR HODGE (Melville) [5.16 pm.1: | have
received a number of approaches by constiluents
recently wk - are concerned at the apparent in-
ability of the police adequately to protect their
homes, property, and cars from theft, vandalism.
and damage. There have been a number of occa-
sions in the Melville area where considerable
damage has been done to private and public pro-
perly. The police in the arca appear to be almost
powerless to prevent this.

From the start, [ stress | am not crilicising the
local police or the Police Force generally. | am
directing my remarks to the Government. The
Government has fallen down in providing an
adequate Police Force.

The officers in charge of the two police stations
in my electorate—the Palmyra and Hilton sta-
tions—are very competent and efficient men doing
the best job they can with the limited staff avail-
able. 1 stress the word “limited” because in my
opinion the staff is far too limited for the area
they have to control and protect.

Most of the local government authorities in the
Fremantle area are worried about the lack of
police patrols. A lot of individuals are worried
and many have come to see me in recent months
complaining about the lack of police patrols and
their genera! infrequency. [ do not believe this
is the fault of the local police as they do not have
enough men adequately to patrol the area with
the required frequency.

There has been an attack on the aged persons’
village in~Willagee when one evening a group
caused (remendous alarm and upset to the old
people living in the complex. 1 wrote to the Min-
ister about this some time ago and he caused an
investigation to be carried out. | had a senior
police officer call and discuss the matter with
me. Nevertheless, it still does not seem as though
any adequate sleps will be taken by the police
lo protect the old people in the village from what
can only be described as a terrorist attack.

Late one evening around midnight a few
months ago a group of youths went through the
village and smashed every possible light bulb they
could find. They broke glass doors, threw beer
bottles at walls and windows and threw eggs
at the walls. [ am told the cost of the damage
ran into three figures, and the only suggestion
the police could give me was that the area should
have some form of foodlighting and that the
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scrub and bushland—which the people wanted
left in a natural state—should be removed. There
was no suggestion there would be more police
patrols, or that police would be stationed in the
area. The nearest station is at Hilton Park, quite
a few miles away.

There have been other attacks less damaging,
but by the time the police are phoned and the
van gets (0 the aged persons’ village the vandals
are well and truly gone. 1 am not suggesting the
enlire approach to correct vandalism in our
community is to have more and more policemen;
that is not the long-term answer.

Mr Nanovich: You have criticised the Gov-
ernment; what is your answer?

Mr HODGE: | believe more frequent police
patrals would help. The appointment of social
workers in the Willagee area would also assist,
and 1 will have something to say later on about
the Federal Government’s rejection of a claim
by the Melville City Council for funds to employ
social workers in the area. It is a very low-
income arca and there are a lot of deprived
persans with social problems. They require advice,
assistance, and counselling, 1 am not suggesting
an increase in the number of police is the entire
answer, but it would be part of the answer. The
aged persons living in the village have a right
to expect protection from these acts of terrorism
by these gangs.

Another outstanding case of lack of police
surveillance and the failure of the police to pre-
vent crime in my electorate involves the local
Melville Kindergarten, which is only a few
hundred metres from my home. The kindergarten
has been broken into five times in the past three
weeks, 1 cannot imagine why people would want
to break into it as they could not expect to find
money, drugs, or anything of great value there.
Surely the police should be able to prevent this
sort of crime by watching the building and appre-
hending the people breaking in.

Mr O'Neil: You started off by saying you
would not be critical of the police.

Mr HODGE: I am being critical of the Min-
ister.

Mr Nanovich interjected.

Mr B. T. Burke: Don't you uvnderstand the
difference between policemen and the Govern-
ment's policy?

Mr HODGE: | am criticising the Government
for not providing the funds to employ an ade-
quate number of policemen. The Palmyra and
Hilton police are doing the best they can, but
simply there are not enough of them.
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Mr O'Neil:
slations?

Mr HODGE: 1 do not know.

Mr O'Neil; How do you know there are not
enough?

Mr HODGE: The officers in charge have given
a lack of staff as the reason for the infrequency

of patrols. They would have more patrols if they
had more police.

Mr O'Neil: Did they mention other patrols
were made in the area?

"Mr HODGE: | am not aware of that.

Mr O'Neil: There are.

How wmany are there at the

Mr HODGE: The police station for the Hilton
area js located quite a long distance from the
Willagee area.

Another  constituent complained (0 me
recently, He said he was moving house and
building a new home, He had vacated his old
home and had erected a sign showing it was for
sale, which would indicate to people the house
may be empty. He notified the police that the
house was empty so they could check on it from
time to time. The police said they would be
pleased to do so, but they did not have the
manpower to make regular pairols and so check
on the house. They suggested the man should
hire a private security firm.

It is coming to a sorry siate when the police
have to suggest 1o citizens that they pet their
protection from private security firms rather than
the police.

1 came out of my back door one day 3 few
weeks ago and saw a strange vehicle parked on
the nature strip and blocking my driveway. It
had a two-way aerial, tinted glass, and a fellow
inside with a pair of binoculars, He was not
watching me, but he was in my driveway and he
looked very suspicious. 1 asked him who he was,
but he in turn asked me who | was. 1 explained
I was the householder, that he was blocking
my driveway, and that he should move on. |
again asked him who he was, and he eventually
reached across and showed me a card—he would
not give it to me but let me read il through the
glass—indicating he was a member of a security
firm. 1 asked him why he was stationed outside
my house and he said he had been hired by
someone down the street to watch the other per-
son’s house. 1 pressed him for defails but could
not get much from him except that he was pre-
pared to sit there 24 hours a day for five days.

1 rang the local police station and they :ent an
officer down very prompily and had the man
removed. It appears he had been employed by
a certain private securily firm and the proprieter
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indicated he had been sent there to watch a house
which was occupied by members of a religious
secl. They had had a world leader of the sect
visiting and thought he needed protection.

Whether or not that man had a firearm I do
not know, but it made my family feel very uneasy.
My neighbours also were uneasy and quile a
few complained to me about the vehicle being
parked there. The police ordered the man away
finally and he parked on the driveway of the
person who had hired him. He was not a police-
man bul a private citizen and | do not know
whether he had a firearm. Judging by the statistics
given by the Deputy Leader of the Opposition it
is on the cards he did have a firearm.

I am against private security firms and private
armies. The Police Force is the body responsible
to protect the life of citizens and property of
citizens. The Police Force is obviously being
starved of funds, which means it cannot fulfil its
role properly.

1 notice the Police Union has publicly expressed
its opposition to this rising phenomenon. The
union is alarmed at the growth of private security
firms and private armies, which is a recent
phenomenon. We should take strong action
against them. If the Governmen! allocated more
money to the Police Force it could be restored
to its former position in the community. A few
years ago we did not have these private armies
and securily firms; we saw them only on Ameri-
can films. We should not tolerate them now.

I assured the people in my electorate who had
complained to me about the vandalism in the
area and the terrorisi attacks on the Willagee
aged complex that | would raise these matters in
Parliament. | do not believe the steps taken by
the police are adequate. The suggestion of instal-
ling floodlights and removing trees from the
grounds of the aged persons village is insufficient.
We need another police station or more police in
the Melville area.

MR JAMIESON (Welshpool) (529 p.m.]: 1
wish 1o speak lo several matlers pertaining to
the Deputy Premier's jurisdiction. Firstly, 1 would
like to deal with the Electoral Department be-
cause on this occasion we find it has an alloca-
tion of $588 000. For many years | have tried to
get this department wiped out. | do not want its
staff sacked; they could easily be absorbed into
the Public Service in other positions.

At the moment 11 registrars, 16 clerks, an
assistant Chief Electoral Officer, a Chief Electoral
Officer and a number of temporaries are em-
ployed. This involves an expenditure which is not
necessary. My information from those who have
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investigated the matier is that the New South
Wales Elecioral Office operates with one electoral
officer and a couple of assistants, because that
State has a combined roll,

Even if an amount of $100000 or $150 000
were paid to the Commonwealth for its services in
compiling and maintaining the rolls, the State
would still be saving a considerable sum of money
if the Electora) Office was disbanded. Now is the
most apt time for this to be done because next
year we will be getting near another election—
both Federal and State—and problems could arise
with a joint enrolment system,.

In all States, except perhaps Queensland, the
services of the Commonwealth are used (o com-
pile the joint rolls and—

The CHAIRMAN:
aisles please move?
Several members interjected.

The CHAIRMAN: 1 did not seek an inter-
jection as a result of my remark,

Mr Skidmore: Mr Chairman—

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member for
Welshpool has the floor.

Mr Skidmore: If you tell me to, T will go.

Would members in the

Mr JAMIESON: Now you have sorted out that
problemn, Sir, 1 will return Lo the problem with
which | was dealing. During the session 1 have
asked questions about this matter, but no action
has been taken. The excuse lasi time was that
because of the considerable amount of activity
in the Court of Disputed Returns, nothing had
been done. There is always some excuse to spend
money which should not be spent. The Premier
cries his eyes out about how badly off he is and
about the problems he has, and yet this money
is being spent when it is not necessary.

Actually, the other day, when 1 was travelling
in my car 1 heard on my wireless a Federal
Minister referring to how well off Western Aus-
tralia was financially and he was referring to
the finance we had. 1 think it was the Federal
Housing Minister suggesting that more housing
could be. provided by the Western Australian
Government than it was providing at present,
That may or may not be so. Housing is not under
the jurisdiction of the Deputy Premier, but the
Electoral Department is.

1 would like something tangible done to over-
come the problem. In this day and age it is not
necessary for two Governments to provide station-
ery and staff to carry out enrolment procedures
when only one lot is necessary.

Mr O'Neil: Do you think the Commonwealth
would work for the States for nothing?
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Mr JAMIESON: No. A while ago T mentioned
a figure of $150000 which is probably what we
would have to pay to the Commonwealth to have
the work done. At the moment we are spending
$558 000 for the work., Of course more work is
involved in an election year, but then a bigger
allocation is made io the Electoral Depariment
in those circumstances, so we would not lose
anything.

In answer to the Deputy Premier, we would
not get the work done for nothing and we should
not expect it.

When I was interrupted a little while ago 1
was about to refer to local government elections.
In the Eastern States the Commonwealth Govern-
ment compiles the local government rolls as well
al a cost to the local authorities instead of the
local authorities having to maintain the staff to
do the work. The local authorities supply the
boundaries from time 1o time and it is easy for
the Commonwealth to carry out the work because
it is well practised in this field.

1 suggest it is high time we stopped duplicating
this activity. In general practice the Siate has
made cfforts to stop duplicating activities of the
Commonwealth. There is no way we can cease
the operations of the Federal Electoral Depart-
ment so it is sound common sense 10 get the
Commonwealth office 10 take over our work. This
would not interfere with the operations of the
Electoral Act in regard to elections of members
lo this place or lo another place. The siluation
will be merely that a different department wil)
control the enralments and keep the rolls up to
date.

We would no mare consider appointing a State
Statistician in competition with the Common-
wealth Statistician than we would consider flying
1o the moon. It would be an added expenditure
because the Commonwealth officer provides all the
information we require on a State basis. We
have available to us ali the facls and figures
provided in the handbook compiled and provided
by the Commonwealth in an efficient manner,
When there is no question of political philosophies
or anything like that, which can create problems,
some procedure should be adopted to save expen-
diture. Instead of the Deputy Premier, the Pre-
mier, and a few others running around attending
to all sorts of unimportant matters, they should be
taking some action to overcome the problem which
has prevailed all these years. They should per-
suade the Governor and the Governor General,
as the Act clearly stipulates, to finalise the propo-
sition and if any amendments are required they
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should be made in the autumn session so that
once and for all we clarify the sitvation which
has existed for a long time,

I now want to deal with the Governor's estab-
lishment because although the Deputy Premier
suggested that this part did not deal with the
employment of the Governor, without the afoca-
tion for this purpose he would be in a poor
state of health. The establishment is the one
which maintains the Governor.

1 am not criticising the system. It is here and
is part of our Constitution at present, and there-
fore we go along with it. But it is more than
passing strange that a Government which goes to
50 much trouble to prop up the system and makes
amendments to ensure that it cannol be inter-
fered with except foliowing a referendum, should
denigrate the position by giving the responsibility
for it to the Deputy Premier instead of the
Premier who has always had the responsibility
in the past. This is the second year it has been
the responsibility of the Deputy Premier.

While T see nothing wrong with changing the
responsibility for Government garages and other
things from one Minister to another, il is a slight
to the establishment for the Government, especi-
ally in view of its professed attitudes to the Gov-
ernor’s position, 1o place the responsibility under
the Deputy Premier, If we follow this situation
to its logical conclusion, a junior Minister will
be in charge of the Governor's establishment
before long.

In those circumstances royalists and others will
be very critical of the Government for its further
downgrading of the office of Governor. The
responsibility should stay with the Premier.

1 was a little concerned earlier in the afternoon
during the debate on traffic control. 1 heard the
Minister for Health ask, “What is your suggestion
for a cure?’ 1 have never been critical of the
Government in connection with traffic matters
because 1 know how hard the situation is. 1 was
appointed the first Minister for Traffic Safety in
1972 and that was the year when more deaths on
the roads occurred than had occurred for a long
while previously. I do not agree with those people
who try 1o score off Governmenis—unless Gov-
ernments are particularly culpable—in connection
with road deaths. 1 do not mind criticism of incor-
rect surveillance but a Government should not be
blamed for road deaths. Always there is constant
carping that something should be done about
the matter. I tried to do anything that could be
done. We sought advice from the best experts
in the world. T even attended international con-
ferences and heard the best traffic safety experts,
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but they ali made the same statements ultimately.
They say, “If you find a way lo get over the
problem, please tell us.”

It is true that we can build roads at an exces-
sive cost and these will provide the maximum
safety.

Mr Tonkin: Drivers would only drive faster.

Mr JAMIESON: That is true. We have regula-
tions in regard to speed. The faster a wvehicle
travels the less chance the driver has to take
corrective action when something goes wrong,
that is for sure, However, that is an individual
responsibility.

It is possible to take certain steps. For instance
Belgium has a limited number of highways all
with steel rails on the sides and centres so that
cars cannol run into one another or off the road.
That country of course can boast a fairly good
record and say that for so many vehicles registered
and so many miles travelled in a year the death
toll is very low. An improvement can be made
that way, but at whal cosi? We cerlainly could
not do that in a State like Western Australia
where transporiation is very important,

It is important to pet from one place to another
reasonably quickly, but the quicker a driver travels
the quicker he wants to travel and so unfortu-
nately more and more people are being Killed.

1 will return to the point 1 wanted to make. It
is not wise for people to try to score off others
by saying that they have a better record for
traffic safety because then things go wrong. Last
year the road toll was fairly low, but this year
it has pone haywire again. It is necessary only for
a bus to crash with the loss of 20 or so lives
in one hit and the figures become appallingly
high again.

Everyone hates the high death tol} on the roads
and the only way to improve the situation is to
persuade individuals to accept their responsibility
in this regard. They should be made more aware
of their responsibility and until they are the
problems will remain with us always.

Mr Mclver: What aboul the high number of
resignations? There must be something wrong
with the system.

Mr JAMIESON: This could be. We could
argue about the system. We have said that traf-
fic control should be the direct responsibility of
the police, Until we get back to that situation
there will be carping from both sides because the
argument will be interminable concerning people
who receive promotion as a result of their RTA
activities and so on. We cannot sort it out with
the activities the Government is indulging in.
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In relation to the carnage on the roads, |
agree we can criticise the Government about the
surveillance of Iraffic. On the other hand, the
Government is nol solely 10 blame. The individual
must accepl a great deal of responsibility.

In the absence of my leader, who is at Wit-
tenoom trying to sort out problems in much
greater heat than we are suffering here 1oday,
I want to say it seems to me very unfair that
the Government is unable to reach a decision
quickly on the future of Wittenoom. If the
Government has not already made that decision,
it should be subjected to the censure of this
Parliament.

When 1 was at Wittenoom only a few weeks
ago | noted that the SEC had installed a brand
new power station at goodness knows what
cost. 1t was not a cheap proposition. That power
stalion having been installed, one would think
the decision had already been made by the Gov-
ernment that there will be some future for the
town of Wittenoom and that it will] become a
focal centre for tourism in the area. | think that
would be justified.

More and more people are visiting the Pilbara
region and the Hamersley Range each year, and
Wittenoom seems to be the logical centre. In
many of the other lowns, such as Tom Price and
Paraburdoo, tourists are an encumbrance to the
mining people. They are certainly not in the
business of encouraging tourists because they
want to run their towns as tidy undertakings with-
out continually having to cater for more tourists.
Some towns and companies will be lucky enough
lo get away with it bul others will not, Tom Price
and Paraburdoo are a bit off the main road but
Mt. Newman finds it has to provide for an in-
creasing number of tourists because it is right
on the major highway.

As far as Wittenoom is concerned, | suggest
a decision should be made very guickly to tell the
people, “Of course we will keep Wittenoom going.
Can’t you see we have spent all this money on a
new power station? We would not do that without
a purpose.” If that is not the case, the Govern-
ment is due for some rather caustic criticism by
the people in and around Wittenoom.

It is a delightful centre. Although it is not so
attractive at this time of the year, for four or
five months of the year it is one of our show
places and aftracts many tourists. With its gorges
it has scenery of dramatic grandeur that one
cannot see anywhere else in Australia. Even
though it is difficult to get to, people are going
there in considerable numbers during the tourist
season.
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1 suggest that doubt be not left in the minds
of the people of Wiltenoom any longer. We need
a slatement from the Premier now, not after the
next Cabinet meeting or' whatever. If the Gov-
ernment has decided not to retain Wittenoom as
a tourist centre, it had no right to allow the
State Electricity Commission te put in such a
big undertaking 10 supply electricity for nothing.

That is all 1 want to say about part 3. Just
to recap quickly, | think the Electoral Depart-
ment should get on with the job of preparing
unified rolls as quickly as possible. By this time
next year we should be seesing some progress
in that direction. The Governor's establishment
has been degraded, which 1 think is quite unde-
sirable,

As far as the north-west is concerned, we
could talk all day on various maitters, but my
main concern at the present time is sorting ouf
what is to be done at Wittenoom. Il is not a
godfather town like those in the north which
have swimming pools and other facilities 1o
attract people to live in them. Wittenoom was
built in the days when mining activities in the
Pilbara were not so grandiose as they are today
and the houses were not very spectacular. In the
main, they were shutter type, asbestos clad, tim-
ber framed houses. Many of them became dilapi-
dated and ugly. All in all, it seems 10 me we
must make a tourisi centre there, 1t would not
be a bad idea if the Government undertook some
tourist promotion in the town itself to ensure
we get a maximum return from it. At the present
lime we are getting nowhere at all.

MR BLAIKIE (Vasse) [5.52 p.m.]: My re-
marks relate to the Deputy Premier in his role
as the Minister for Police and Traffic. At the out-
set, | commend him on the efficiency of his
officers. The Police Force is doing a very good
job in keeping law and order, but members of
Parliament continue to attack it.

With a force approaching 2 500 in number, some
officers may be over-zealous in carrying out their
duties. It il behoves members of Parliament to
start casting aspersions, because if the public
had an opportunity to sec how members of Par-
liament face up to their dulies, some would come
in for denigration. It would assist the Police Force
in this State to carry out its duties if members of
Parliament set an example instead of denigrating
it as they have done so often.in the past.

| advise the Minister that some of the utter-
ances he has heard this afternoon may well ex-
press the point of view of those who have
spoken, but it is not the point of view of the
people of this State.

5533

I recommend that members read the 1978
annual report of the Police Department. Indeed,
they should read all the reports that come into
this Chamber. It is interesting to see in the report
the number of matters and additional duties in
which the police become involved. We can recall
the industrial disputes on the waterfront which
would have forced the Police Force to work
hundreds of additional man-hours to maintain the
peace. | believe the police dealt with those dis-
putes very effectively. They were part of the extra
duties of the Police Force,

I would like to quole some sections of the
report which 1 think should be on record in
Hansard, On page 7 the report states—

Demonstrations also are another area of
police concern. They are constant, and are
over a variety of social and political issues
and philosophies. This year has been no ex-
ceplion 10 previous years. At many of them
the same fanatical and professional demon-
strators are t0 be found. They promote and
agitate for breaches of the peace, and then
feast on the melee they have created. Many
man-hours are taken up in the necessary con-
tainment and supervision of these demon-
strations.

A little further on the report states—

Terrarism has become the major modern-
day curse of man-kind. In certain areas of the
world, its ruthlessness is well established, and
now permeating to other countries. It knows
no frontiers, no bounds, no compassion. Al-
ready we have seen in Australia the begin-
nings of this malady. 1T do not pretend for a
moment that it will not happen to Western
Australia; as yet, there is no elixir 10 pre-
ven! it occurring anywhere. Like the career
criminal, the terrorist has humble beginnings,
too.

The gestation period of such a person is
likely to have beginnings in what is best
described as extreme ideologies and fanatical
causes; beginnings in politico-religious sects,
but in any case, beginnings in an environment
which is conductive to development. There-
fore, an institution like the Police Force,
which is always on the grinding edge of
society’s blade, must be forward-looking and
tuned to world trends of the nature of terrog-
ism, so that it can anticipate and meet any
threat in its role of protecting the community.

I believe the Police Force is doing a very good
job,

Mr Jamieson: Who wrote that?
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Mr BLAIKIE: The Commissioner of Police
(Mr Leitch).

Mr Jamieson: He would be one of the mosi
political commissioners we have ever had.

Mr BLAIKIE: 1 believe he has done a very
good job in Western Australia.

Mr Jamieson: You would.

Mr BLAIKIE: When we consider the serious
crimes with which the Police Force deals—homi-
cide, assault, robbery, rape, breaking and entering,
molor vehicle thefts, and fraud—we must come
to the conclusion that the police do a very good

job. The per capita expenditure last year was in.

the order of $40, and I believe Western Austra-
lians gel excellent value for their money.

Members tend to forget some of the events in
Western Australia last year, In the demonstration
at Albany the Police Force played its part in
ensuring the safety of the people invelved in the
Operation Jonah demonstration. They might
recall the extreme pressure placed on the Police
Force in this State in connection with cyclone
“Alby”, John Robert Chester, who blew up a
loading terminal at Bunbury, was apprehended,
subsequently escaped, was caught again, and put
inside. Then we had bombings in Collie, and again
the Police Force did a good job.

Police from the Fremantle division dealt with
457 alerts at sea. Members may also recall the air-
craft crash at Norseman, where the police were
involved in sifting through the wreckage.

1 want to record my appreciation of the services
given 1o this Siate by the Police Force of Western
Australia.

MR H. D. EYANS (Warren) [5.59 pm.): 1
would like to draw to the attention of the Min-
ister some matters of which he is already aware:
Firstly the removal of the police station from the
town of Greenbushes; and secondly, the pro-
posed transfer of an officer from Boyup Brook.

A deputation was made to the Minister earlier
this year regarding the removal of the police
station at Greenbushes. In the light of the work
load, it is to some extent undersiandable that the
office had to be removed. However, it was a good
exercise in pointing out the effectiveness of pre-
ventive measures in respect of the Police Force.
The mobility of our communily emphasises the
need for an adequate Police Force to be main-
tained in alf country towns. There have not been
serious repercussions in the town of Greenbushes
so far, although several incidents have been re-
ported to me. Several members of the community
there have been endeavouring to keep a log of
anything untoward that has occurred, So in the
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fullness of time it may be possible to gauge just
what the removal of the police officer has meant
in that area.

In respect of the intention io transfer one of
the officers from the two-man station at Boyup
Brook, that seems to me a much more difficult
proposition to justify. At a cursory glance it is
virtually impossible 1o justify it.

Mr O'Neil; Some arrangements have been
made in respect of that,

Mr H. D. EVANS: | know, and | will refer to
that in a moment. 1 would like to take the oppor-
tunity afforded to me by this debate lo indicate
that a country town police station must secve a
considerable area. Sometimes farmers must travel
30 or 40 miles 10 transact normal business, and if
the number of police in the office is effectively
reduced by half, the time the force is available to
serve people in outlying areas is halved.

The matier of the presence of police officers in
a country town is all-importani. If it is known—
as it does rapidly become known—there are no
policemen in a certain area, it is quite often an
invitation for an increase in disturbances and
crimes of various types. If the Government is not
in a position to maintain the police facilities at
an. adequate level, consideration should be given
to additional funding o obviate the difficulties |
have outlined.

This is not a criticism of the effectiveness or
efficiency of the Police Force; it is a criticism of
the Government for its failure to make provision
for a sufficient number of policemen in country
areas of Western Australia. The presence of a
policeman is the best deterrent of all in respect of
crime. If it is known a policeman is in the vicinity
or that the police officers are on patrol and are
available for a considerable portion of the day,
that is a most effeciive deterrent.

] would express appreciation to the Minister
for giving his blessing to facilitating a meeting
between representatives of the Shire of Boyup
Brook and the superintendent in charge of
rescarch and planning in his department. That
meeting is fixed for the 18th December at 11.00
a.m. in the shire office. This will at least give the
shire an opportunity to explain and discuss with
the planning superintendent just what is involved.
They will be able to express their areas of con-
cern to him. Hopefully some understanding will
be reached.

The area covered in this particular police
district is not contiguous with the local govern-
ment areas. and this does have a complicating
effect. This is a matter to which further study
should be given. Difficulties do occur where police
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officers cover great distances which overlap lo
some extent. In 1he case in question the setttement
al Wilga, being about 12 miles from Boyup Brook,
would be far better served from Boyup Brook
than from Donnybrook, which is some 30 miles
further away. These are the sorts of anomalies
which require some closer scrutiny than has been
the case in the past.

There are a number of other problems. For
instance, the RTA officer in Boyup Brook works
under the roster and the jurisdiction of the ser-
geant at Manjimup, so he is of little value to the
police in Boyup Brook.

I thank the Minister for his courtesy and for
facilitating the meeting. He will be kept fully in-
formed of what transpires. | hope an amicable
understanding can be reached.

MR O'NEIL (East Melville—Deputy Premier)
[6.06 p.m.1: | can assure the Committee that 1
do not propose to stonewall my own depart-
mental estimates al this stage. 1 think some 10
members have contributed in respect of these
estimates. Most contributions have been related
to matters which are of current concern or which
are of such a nature that they are the subject of
current  negotiations between myself and the
members or,- alternatively, the Police Force and
the members. However, there are a couple of
matters on which | would like to concentrate in
order to clear up what appears to be some mis-
understanding.

The first is in respect of the question raised by
the member for Gosnells concerning the investi-
gation into Lhe operations of tow-truck operators
or, alternatively, an investigation inlo allega-
tions of malpractice in regard to those opera-
tions.

T want to make it clear that in respect of the
initial matters raised there was some concern
that there was a malapportionment of tasks to
tow-truck operators by policemen and officers
of the Road Traffic Authority attending the scene
of road accidents. This matter was initially raised
fairly early this year by a constituent of the
member for Gosnells. When the matter was in-
vestigated it was admitted that officers in that
area had not as far as was able 10 be seen,
abided by the standard rules laid down in respect
of allocating tasks to tow-truck operators. The
instructions those officers were supposed to follow
were reiterated to them.

Certainly from that lime onwards inquiries were
made as 1o why tow-truck operators had not got
jobs, and | discovered that many had not put
their names down 1o indicate their availability in
respect of this type of work,
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The Road Traffic Authority has always acknow-
ledged that it is left to the officer attending an
accident to arrange—in many of the cases—for
the removal of the vehicle and the tidying up of
the scene. Even prior to these inquiries il was the
association—! understand there is an association
of tow-truck operators—that suggested perhaps
an alternative method could be arranged by it
It was pointed out that a large number of these
towing vehicles are equipped with communica-
tion radios and, without any difficully, it would
be possible to establish a central reporting point.
This would mean that the police officers at-
tending a wotor wvehicle accident could simply
call this peint and say, “Will you get a wvehicle
1o this scene as quickly as possible?”

Of course it must be admitied that it will not
always be practical Lo keep a straightont roster
system. For instance, if there were a major pile-up
in a peak period, the prime responsibility of the
police officer is to clear the road as quickly as
possible. There have frequently been cases where
tow-truck operators have not been called through
the VKI system. As I understand the system, the
officer who attends the scene of an accident—
this could be an RTA officer or a police officer—
registers a call over the VKI central police call
system because the equipment in the RTA or
police vehicles is not capable of contacting the
tow-truck operators directly.

It is true, and this was admitted initially after
the first approach by the member for Gosnells,
that there is a tendency for police officers to call
upon tow-truck operators whom they know to be
reliable. As in any other business, there must
be some very good operators, some mediocre
operators, and some who are not much good at
all. And frequently, as 1 have been advised, there
has been no answer when a tow-truck operator
has been called, and so the man who would
normally have got the job in the ordinary sequence
of events misses out on it.

That is how the whole matter started, and the
malapportionment of jobs was admitted in the
particular area referred to by the honourable
member. At that time no accusation or allegation
of "bribery and corruption had been made.

Mr Tonkin: Well where did they come from?

Mr O'NEIL: As 1 understand it, they did not
come from the member for Gosnells. Innuendoes
and imputations of bribery and corruption ap-
peared in the Press, and without any reference
to me, and without asking my approval—because
he certainly does not need to do that—the Com-
missioner of Police instructed the CIB to carry
out a criminal investigation of the matter. In
other words, he exercised his prerogative 'and
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he took what 1 believe to be the correct course.
Once an allegation of a criminal practice has
been made, an inquiry should be instituted.

A CIB inguiry was held into the allegations of
bribery, corruption, and malpractice. It was not
a normal departmental inquiry and nol an inquiry
inlo the complaints of tow-truck operators as {0
the malapportionment of tasks.

1 have had the opportunily to read the whole
transcript of the inquiry. A considerable number
of CIB men were involved in it, and as the news
release stated, all the known tow-truck operators
in the metropolitan area were interviewed.

Allegations were made left, right, and cenire.
It was found very difficult 1o nail a few of these
allegations down. However, the report to which
the honaurable member has referred is the report
of a CIB inquiry, and it contains information
made available to investigating officers on a caon-
fidential basis. Quite often, if the CIB could not
guarantee confidentiality to some of the people
giving information, the efficiency of that depan-
ment would fall considerably.

1 spoke 1o the acting commissioner and | said
to him that because the report is not to be tabled,
we will have allegations or intimations that it is
a fortnight white-wash, 1 said to him that 1 be-
lieved he should produce, for release 1o the
Press, a factual stalement containing the main
elements of the report, and that we should extend
to the Leader of the Opposition an opportunity
1o examine the report so that he could be satis-
fied the inquiry was not a white-wash.

1 have read the report very throughly, and 1
can guaraniee it was no white-wash. No matter
what 1 say, of course, there will always be these
allegations and innuendoes of bribery and cor-
ruption, This has atways been the case in regard
to any force whose task it is to maintain law
and order, and it always will be. It is probably
this very fact that led to the expression, “The
policeman’s lot is not a happy one”.

That is basically the situation. The Leader of
the Opposition can examine the report, and he
can be satished—as the news media apparently
was—ithat the inquiry was extensive and was
no! a white-wash, The news media received as
much information as it desired, and it was satis-
fied that the inquiry was not initiated on a
political basis, but rather by the commissioner in
his own righi.

There is always soMe element of suspicion in
some sections of the communily about actions
taken by the Police Force. For that reason 1 am
extremely grateful that mostly where members
have spoken to this part they indicated that they
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were not themselves criticai of the Police Force.
and that the blame for any deficiencies that were
exhibited should fall upon the Government. Then,
of course, some of them went on to be critical of
the Police Force.

Sirting suspended from 6.15 10 7.30 p.m.

Mr O'NEIL: There is only one other matter on
which 1 wish to comment, and that is the con-
tribution made by the member for Clontar{ in
respect of the mounied section of the force. |
had always been of the apinion thal the mounted
seclion was exceptionally well dressed, and that
il was certainly well drilled, That section is well
appreciated by the public. However, [ think
the member for Clomarf has a point in respect
of ceremonial occasions. There may be a uniform
which would be appropriate.

During the tea break the member for Clontar{
made a further suggestion to me, and that relates
to the possibility of some kind citizens donating
an appropriate ceremonial dress as their contri-
bution to the 150th anniversary celebrations. 1
understand that Sir Thomas Wardle, as Lord
Mayor of Perth, made available the Napier
tartan which is worn by the Police Pipe Band.
That donation was received exceptionally well.
I gather the provision of ceremonial uniforms
is fairly costly,

It may be that when the need becomes known
the member’s soggestion may be adopted and a
group of citizens or businessmen may be prepared
lo provide ceremonial uniforms to be used by
the mounted police,

Votes: Deputy Premier’s Office, $892 000; Gov-

ernor's Establishment, $485 000; Chief Secretary,

$1 480 000; Registry and Friendly Societies,

$557 000; Astronomical Services, $337 000; Elec-

toral, $588 000; Licensing, $361 000; Department

of Corrections, $16212 000-—put and passed.
Yote: Police, $41 933 000—

ltem No. 1: Salaries, Wages and Allowances,
334 027 000—

Mr TONKIN: 1 wanted to make a comment
in the earlier debate, but 1 did not. 1 will make
it now.

1 do not think the member for Vasse—unfor-
tunately he is not in his seat at the moment—
should have said that his side of the Chamber
admires the Police Force more than this side, and
that we are repiehensible because we make criti-
cisms of incidents involving the Police Force. The
Police Force is the most important law enforce-
ment part of our sociely. For that reason, it is
important that it should work well. The fact that
people draw attention to the shortcomings of the
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Police Force does nol mean that they are attack-
ing the majority of the police. They are not
disloyal Western Auvstralians for doing so. I
malters concerning the people of Western Aus-
tralia are not raised in this Parliament, where
will they be raised?

1 defend the right of the Parliament and the
members of the Parliament to draw matters (o
the attention of the people. | agree that the mem-
ber for Vasse made a couple of important points.

The members of the Police Force have a most
difficult job. 1 certainly would not like to be a
member of the Police Force. The work of police
officers is onerous and difficult. The vast maj-
ority of the members of the Police Force are
doing a very good job.

Nothing we have said should be taken as denig-
rating the Police Force.

Sir Charles Court: You are not saying that
seriously? Do you mean your Side has never said
anything to denigrate the Police Force?

Mr TONKIN: 1 am talking about what we
have said today.

Mr Pearce: No, we never denigrate the Police
Force as a whole.

Mr TONKIN: 1 am speaking about what we
have said in this debate.

Sir Charles Court interjected.

Mr TONKIN: The Premier should not inter-
ject. If the Premier does not know what was
said before, the Premier sits there in thai super-
cilious way—

Mr Sibson: Tut, tut!

Mr Bryce: There is the Premier’s No. 1 syco-
phant on the back bench.

Mr TONKIN: No-one has been denigrating
the Police Force. 1t is the duty of every member
of the Parliament 1o bring 10 the altention of
the Parliament any matter that is of concern. We
are not running away from this.

Many police officers have told me that there
have been problems. We know that things go
on within the Police Force. Those police officers
are concerned that the Police Force will receive
a bad name if one or two scoundrels are not dealt
with for their actions.

The CHAIRMAN: 1 ask the member to limit
remarks to salaries, wages, and matters pertaining
to them rather than having a debate on the general
item.

Mr TONKIN: 1 am quite within my rights.
The item deals with Lhe salaries of the Police

Force.
(174)
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The CHAIRMAN: If you relate it to that, that
is quite in order.

Mr TONKIN: Of course it is related. All
those police officers are paid. We are lalking
about the job they do in return for the recompense
they receive.

The CHAERMAN: It is quite in order—
Mr Pearce interjecied.

The CHAIRMAN: | do not wish members 1o
interject when I am making a statement.

Mr Pearce: It is a peculiar statement.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 1 do not expect
members to make interjections on the Chairman
when he is making a statement. Apparently the
member does nol realise that that is the long-
standing practice of this Chamber.

Mr Pearce: 1 do not think the Chairman should
attack members from the Chair.

The CHAIRMAN: | ask the member for Gos-
nells to reconsider that remark,

Mr TONKIN: | am sure the member for Gos-
nells is reconsidering itl—

The CHAIRMAN: | did not ask the member
for Morley to do that. The member for Morley
will resume his seat. I advise the member for
Gosnells not to pass comments on remarks 1 am
making from the Chair. It is quite out of order.
It is disorderly. 1 ask him not to do so. The
member for Motrley.

Mr TONKIN;: The point we wish 10 make is
that the Police Force gives good service to the
State. Over 95 per cemt of police officers are
doing a good job. They are doing il in difficult
circumstances. Their work is onerous. They are
on duty at lonely points around the Siate. They
have to cope with situations such as controlling
a mob when they may be | 000 miles from Perth
and 100 miles from any assistance. They have to
try to maintain law, order, and decency.

We respect the members of the Police Force.
We salute them for the great job they are doing
in the service of the State. It must be understood
that because a member is concerned about some
aspect of the Police Force he is not in facl deni-
grating ali members of the force.

1 wish to raise a question in relation to the
Police Force. When ¥ was in London last year,
¥ had discussions with the Metropolitan Police
in relation 1o methods of investigating complaints
against the police. The police would be in a
better position here loo if there was a separate
body to investigate complaints against the force.
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At the moment, they are placed in a difficult
position. [f there is a complaint against the police,
the complaint is investigated by police.

I am not attacking the police. 1 am saying
that, in the nature of things, it is asking too much
of someone to expect him to investigate him-
self. Members of Parliament are not above inves-
tigation by others. We have elections, and the
people can toss us out every lhree years. They
decide if we are doing our job properly. Almosl
every person in society is investigated by some
other body if complaints are made against him.

If it can be seen that a complaint against the
police has been investigated properly, and that
there has been no “whitewash”, the people would
be better off. In London, Sir Robert Mark was
the commissioner who introduced the new sys-
tem in which the police do not investigale com-
plaints against themselves. There has been an
absolute transformation in that force.

Every citizen of Western Australia should feel
that he can go to the police with impunily. A
constituent approached me the other day—and
[ shall draw this matler to the attention of the
Attorney General—who had been advised by his
solicitor to go to the police because it was be-
lieved that perjury had been committed. That
person paid $400 for a transcript of his trial,
and he went to the police with the documents.
They later asked him to see them again, and
when he went to the station they arrested him
for making a complaint which he knew was not
reasonable—I forget the exact wording.

That kind of attitude on the part of police
officers will not encourage people 10 come for-
ward when they have complaints. That man had
been advised by his legal practitioner to go to
the police because it was thought there was
evidence of people committing perjury in a
court of law.

The police often call for people to give them
assistance, The only way the Police Force can
work is for people to have confidence in it. It
will work if there is a2 pood relationship between
the public and the Police Force, That is why
[ believe the police should be investigated by
an outside body.

I am not wsitacking Lhe Police Force. I am
trying to assist the police, The pelice will have a
defence if it can be seen that they do not investi-
gate complaints against themselves. Such a move
would increase the esteem in which the Police
Force is held in the community.

All members in this place must help to in-
crease the esteem of the force in the eyes of the
public. The vast majorily of policemen and
policewomen agree wilth me,
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I suggest to the Minister and to the Police Union
that they consider this matter. It is a malter
which will assist the police force. As I said, the
force is the only body in our socielty which in-
vestigates itself.

It is very important that we should have faith
in the police. I know the vast majority of West-
ern Australians do have faith in the police and
we want to sce them continue Lo have that faith.

Dr DADOUR: I was rather astonished that 1
did not receive a reply to my complainls concern-
ing certain peaple in my electorate.

Mr Hodge: You are not the oaly one.

Dr DADOUR: | wonder whether my argument
can be answered, because I always thought the
function of the police was to deal with these
matters, [ am speaking under item 1, Sir, if you
are worried. | am talking about the salary of
policemen, 1 do not believe we receive as good
a return for our money as we might,

(There are two malters with which the Police
Force has to deal. The first is the prevention of
crime. However, we do not prevent crime by
walking around with our eyes, ears, and mouths
closed. We do not prevent it by doing the “three
wise monkeys" act. We have lo see what is
really happening and the situation must be sum-
med up.

The second duty of the Police Force is to
arrest those who offend against the law. When
people commit offences surely they should be
chastised and punished accordingly so that law-
abiding citizens may carry on their particular
lifestyles. However, that is not occurring. For
some reason policemen in my electorate have
turned a blind eye. This is very wrong.

There is no other course of appeal open to me
except this one. I am very concerned the Min-
ister is not doing his job. Surely he should find
out what is occurring. The matter has been in-
vestigated already and the report which came
out of that investigation was confounded by my-
self in two seconds fat. Is it not right that we
should have another look at the matter? Bearing
this in mind [ wrote to the Minister as recently
as the 7th September this year. [ received his
reply on the 3rd October and it read as fol-
lows—

I refer to your letter of September 7, 1978,
concerning the Vintage Wine Saloon. The
present position is that the police have con-
tinued to make periodic visits to the pre-
mises but no offences have been detected.

I do not know what is happening. I have a sum-
mary of what has occurred night after night and
I believe it, because { have seen it. When one
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reads the summary it is beyond comprehension.
The police must go around with their eyes closed
or they must spend their time inside the saloon
instead of outside, policing the people as they
come out 10 ensure that the residents in the area
are not disadvantaged.

Tt is all very well for the commissioner to say
that noise is a local government probiem. How-
ever, noise is often a big part of the offensive
behaviour. 1f there is offensive behaviour, the
police have to act, but apparently if the police
are present, they are inside the saloon and not
outiside.

How much further do 1 have to go? [ am say-
ing the law is not being applied in that area. |
have evidence from reliable people that this is
the case, although the Minister has written and
told me the saloon has been under surveillance
and the police have seen nothing, I do not think
the police want 1o see anything.

The Minister is not doing his job. Surely his
job is to take up the matter with the police
and tell them the member for the area is still
squawking about the matter and something should
be done. Nothing has been done, ,

The point 1 am making is that the police are
not doing their job as | understand they should
in this parlicular area., 1 have no complaints
about the police anywhere else. § have only this
particular area of complaint. It appears to me
that some of the local policemen are not the
type who do their jobs properly. The residents
are complaining continually about the hehaviour
of people who come out of the saloon, As a
result of the police inaction, the people have
lost all respect for and confidence in the police at
the local police siation. This is a terrible indict-
ment. The - people are disadvantaged. 1t is all
very well to say thal the man who runs or owns
. the saloon is running a good house, 1t does not
matter what happens inside the house, il is
what the clientele do when they come outside
the house. If they wish to vrinate here, there,
and everywhere, they should be dealt with,

The CHAIRMAN: Could I urge the member
to relale the matter more closely to the sal-
aries, wages and allowances?

Dr DADOUR: [ believe we are not getting
what we are paying for. T am not denigrating all
the police. 1 am denigrating only those policemen
who are responsible. However, T do not wish to
tabour the point any longer. This situation has
been continuing for some time now and 1 secem
10 be getting nowhere in a hurry. T should like
to know what the Chief Secretary intends to do
about it. Does he intend not 1o do anything?
If so, he should at least tell me.
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Mr JAMIESON: T purposefully do not read the
annval report of the Police Depariment, because
it upsets me consistently in that 1 have taken per-
sonal exception to somebody and probably when
one does that, one's judgmeni on that person may
not be as free from bias as it should be. How-
ever, over a long period of time the commissioner
has shown he is particularly biased in his attilude
towards cerfain matters. When reading from the
report of the Police Commissioner tonight the
member for Vasse indicated this clearly.

The commissioner gels on to the subject of
“reds under the bed” and the fact that people who
are professional demonstrators attend all demon-
strations and marches. 1 have been associated
with a number of demonstrations and I have not
noticed these professional agitalors to whom the
commissioner referred so often.

1 do not know the point the commissioner is
trying to make, because some of the marchers are
violently opposed in ideology, so it is most unlikely
the same professionals to whom the commissioner
refers attend all demonstrations. 1 am sure they
are not in evidence as much as the commissioner
tries 10 make out,

In his report the commissioner made much of
the industrial scene and the strikes and confron-
tations which today have developed intc a more
physical character than previously. Of course,
this shows he does not understand the history of
this State. People have been killed in confronta-
tions with the police. People have been battered
in confrontations with the police in industrial
disputes in St George’s Terrace. That is not
happening at the moment and we do not want
it 1o happen.

If the commissioner continues to make these
inflammatory statements he is liable 10 cause the
problem, He has to pull in his head. There is
no doubt about that and that is the casiest way
to describe what he should do. The Minister
should not say, “I do nat instruct the Commis-
sioner of Police.” He should talk to the commis-
sioner and say, “How about doing the job of the
Commissioner of Police and not the job of a
person in a comic opera?’ That is what the
commissioner is trying to do at the present time.

Even many of the senfor police officers say
that the commissianer is a good one, but he com-
ments too frequenily on malters of a political
nature. He always has to have a say.

We had one instance of this earlier this year.
The commissioner made an outlandish statement
and embarrassed the Minister. He said he had
investigated a complaint. The commissioner when
listening to accusations against somebady always
insists on one saying "It is alleged.” It might not
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necessarily have happened. However the com-
missioner made a stalement in the Press about
alleged malpractice in relation to a few postal
voles and he said, “The person was virtually
guilty but there might be difficulty proving his
guilt, because of wiinesses.” No person is guilty
until he is proven to be under the law and if the
commissioner does not know the law he should
not be in his position. He speaks in this manner
too frequently. He would do a great service for
the Police Force of this State if he kept guiet an
these matters. He should not be drawn into
public controversies which do not fall within his
ambit. He is paid an exceptionally good salary
to run the Police Force, not to tun the country
or judge whether demonstrators are professionals,
amateurs, or whatever. He prints these comments
in a glossy report which costs taxpayers money.
He should not do this. Other commissioners have
not behaved in this manner in the past and the
present commissioner cannot show me a precedent
for his actions,

It is of no use the commissioner trying to get
away with this sort of nonsense time and time
again. Unless he is prepared to change his atli-
tude, we will have more frequent confrontations.
His ideas are too fixed. He must be more pliable
and be prepared to give and take. The commis-
sioner wants to give all the time and does not
want to take anything. On behalf of the people
who continue to elect me to Parliament | am
critical of the commissioner. [ am not critical of
the whole Police Force. In the main, the lot of
policemen is an unhappy one. They have most
heinous tasks to perform and we respect them for
it. We would not like to undertake some of the
tasks allotted to policemen.

By the same token, people who aobtain senior
positions in the Police Force must realise they are
in a position of trust and they must not betray
this trust by the words they utter or the releases
they make 1o the Press. If the commissioner does
not perform satisfactorily it will be reflected in
an attitude of distrust throughout the whole
Police Force. He should give a better example
than he is giving. In the past he has not given
a good example. 1 shall continue to criticise a
person like that if he is not performing in the way
he is supposed to perform.

Vote put and passed.
Vote: Road Traffic Authority, $19 530 000—

Itemn No. [: Salaries, Wages and Aflowances,
314611 000—

Mr PEARCE: I wish to make two very brief
points. Along with the member for Morley |
also reject the suggestion made earlier in the
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debate by the Minister for Police and Traffic that
to question any aspect of the operations of the
Potice Force—

The CHAIRMAN: To which item are you re-
ferring?

Mr PEARCE: | am referring to Salaries, Wages
and Allowances.

Mr H. D. Evans: Did the Minister give a reply
to the specific question raised by the member for
Subiaco?

Mr PEARCE: It does not seem so. We are
now onto the RTA. When | raised the question
of tow-truck operators and the operations of the
RTA | was not intending to reflect on the whole
of the RTA, nor do | believe anybody who raises
questions to do with any individuals in the Police
Force, the RTA, or any other area is reflecting on
the whole body.

My opinion would be that officers in all of
these areas, as indeed are members of Parliament
or any other group of people in all walks of life,
are only loo happy to see two or three or half a
dozen individuals who may be bending or break-
ing the rules, disciplined for the good of all. To
suggest, as did the Chief Secretary by way of
interjection, that to raise any questions about any
Government department or the RTA is to reflect
upon and to denigrate the whole operation of the
organisation, is totally untrue., 1 certainly reject
that and. as [ said previously in this debate, |
have had a fair amount of support from officers
of the RTA in relation to the questions | have
raised concerning tow-truck operators.

I should like also to draw the aitention of the
Commiltee to the number of positions made avail-
able in the road patrol in this current year. We
see that in fact the contingent of the RTA is not
to be significantly increased during this year,
Superiniendents and inspactors will remain at 15
sergeants will remain at 99; other ranks will re-
main at 406; and there is an item of 37 vacant
positions.

The most generous interpretation one could put
on this item is that there will be an additional 37
RTA officers enrolled during the next financial
year. That is a totally inadequate number. The
Minister for Police and Traffic drew attention
to the work load on the officers, and the increas-
ing road toll despite the best efforts of the
Government and the RTA. More officers are
required.

Parliament recently passed legistation for the
control of off-road vehicles, and that will place
a tremendous load on the shires, which will be
transferred to the RTA,
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Mr Nanovich: You claimed there was nothing
wrong with the Bill

Mr PEARCE: [ said it was no good telling the
shires to enforce the regulations if they did not
have the personnel or the money. There is no
argument that off-road vehicles should be con-
trolled. In essence, we said that the problems
of enforcing the law would fall back onto the
RTA because the shires would not be able to
carry out the work. 1 said it would be better
to give the responsibility to the RTA in the first
place rather than have the unsatisfactory situation
of shires sharing the responsibility with the RTA.

We all know that it is necessary for the RTA
to engage additional officers so that they will be
able to handle the exira work load which will
be placed on them in controtling off-road vehicles.
The shires are not likely to engage extra em.
ployees.

[ note—1 do not congratulate the Government
—that the extra positions will be filled during
the current financial year. However, because of
our road toll, and because of the off-road legis-
lation, there will be an even greater demand on
the RTA. The Government has made a slight
move by increasing the number of officers, but
more needs to be done.

Mr WILSON: The information contained in
the Estimates with regard to crosswalk attendants
indicates to me that there will be 277 for the year
ended the 30th June, 1979. From the report of
the RTA for the year ended the 30th June, 1978,
it appears that the total number of metropolitan
crosswalk guards and country crosswalk guards
will be 288. The amount set aside for crosswalk
attendants is to be increased from 3356 706 in
1977-78 to $395 400 during the current financial
year.

From the two sets of figures provided it is
very difficult to gauge any indication of what
sort of increase can be expected in the number of
additional crosswalk guards to be appointed dur-
ing the current financial year. [ am sure many
members share my concern about the process
through which parents and citizens' organisations,
and local community groups, must go to win a
school crossing guard; that is a complicated pro-
cedure. It certainly is a batile and when one is
successful, one certainly has a win,

School crossing surveys are conducted and a
set procedure has to be followed. The pracedure
provides for a rule of thumb method which does
not take into account the traffic pattern—in the
case of some primary schools, in particular, It
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is possible when one fails to obtain the appoint-
ment of a crosswalk attendant, to make a sub-
sequent application. But, in my experience, sub-
sequent applications usually have shared the same
fate as initial applications. [ accept that school
crossing surveys take into account that there is a
high percentage of parents driving their children
to and from the schools and that they are re-
sponsible for a high percentage of the hazardous
situations created. But it seems 1o me that in
the case of many surveys it is a matter of sheer
luck whether or not a crosswalk attendant is
appointed,

There is a good case o relax some of the
guidelines which are taken into account. [n many
cases one should accept the fact that there is a
need. [f there is a need and we can prevent
injury or death for one child, as far as [ am
concerned that is sufficient and such a Ffacility
should be provided. i is lime a great deal more
attention was given to the need which exists and
to the present antiquated system, as I regard it.

There is need for some sort of inquiry inlo the
problem of children and traffic conflicting in the
vicinity of schools. Such an inquiry should in-
volve representatives of all bodies concerned in
the various aspects of this problem. The in-
quiry should provide guidelines for the provision
of crosswalk attendants in the vicinity of primary
schools. The subject needs to be looked at very
carefully, and the standards which are used have
to be re-examined. There are many situations,
in the metropolitan area and particularly in new
developing areas, where there is a need for
guarded school crossings. In my view, the need
should have been accepted a long time ago.

Mr SKIDMORE: [ take issue with the Minister
on the question of road traffic patroimen. Since
the RTA has become uan entity in its own right,
the Minister should recognise that the time has
come when we have to engage many more police,
and have them seconded to the road patrol. There
are many dangers inherent in our (raffic system,
and the Eyre Highway has received some publicity
in the past week. Surely it must be apparent to
the Minister that there is a need to increase the
number of road traffic patrolmen.

Mr O'Neil: [ suggest the honourable member
look at the approved establishment, and the num-
ber of vacancies. You still need trainees to fill the
positions.

Mr SKIDMORE: There are 37 vacancies.

Mr O'Neil: If you' read the RTA report you
will see some of the difficulties which are faced
in filling the approved number of vacancies.
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Mr SKIDMORE: 1 do not know what the dif-
ficulties are. It seems 1o me there could be a
better system of selection. 1 am not unmindful
of a person who made an application to the
Police Force with preference for the RTA. The
stringent demands placed on that person made it
virtually impossible for him to get inlo the force,
and yet he would have been quile a good fellow.
He was of good character and a good citizen, but
apparently he just did nol measure up to the
criteria with regard to his educational ability.

It seems to me that an officer can be trained
in courtesy, trained to be able to recognise the
needs of the public, and trained to deal with the
public as a prerequisite to becoming a patrolman.
He should be able to write, and determine whether
or not a person has breached the Traffic Act. How-
ever, it does not seem to me that an applicant
needs to have a university degree. The person
about whom T am talking applied about 12 or 15
months ago, and it would appear he was rejecied
because of his educational standard. Perhaps the
standard is too high.

Mr O'Neil: Is the standard very high?

Mr SKIDMORE: Apparently it was when this
fellow was rejected; that was the excuse. That is
the reason § question the present system. 1In
order o obtain people of the right calibre, per-
haps a more realistic approach should be made.

The Minister must realise the difficulty which
faces some officers late at night. An officer can
pull up a carload of kids—and surely we have
all seen them—and he could have a situation
which could get out of hand. A police constable
getting out of his car in those circumstances must
be able to decide whether or not he should take
a hard line. Quite frequently, it s difficult for
a patrolman to control a situation.

1 believe there is a desperate need for addi-
tional men. 1If there is a problem associated with
selection, certainly that problem should be over-
come. It is obvious that under item 1 there is
to be an increase of $100 000.

1 doubt very much whether this sum of money
would cover salaries for those 406 officers, bearing
in mind the year ahead. So no margin is allowed
for any increase in the Police Force, If the 37
vacancies are filled, that will bring the force to
the manpower set out in the Estimates for 1977-
78. My proposition is that we need at least
another 100 recruits for the Police Force.

The other matter T wish to raise was covered
admirably by the member for Dianella, He dis-
cussed the way in which a school can achieve the
objective of a cross walk attendant, The present
criteria are disastrous and need urgent review.
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One school in my electorate would certainly not
meet the criteria laid down, but il is in such a
position that it represents a great hazard, Wt is
so bad that the teachers set up a constant waich,
The school requested a crosswalk attendant, but
the application was denied.

I have put forward a suggestion to the parents
that we must be organised on this matter. If the
Minister will inform me when the traffic count
is to be taken, some of the parents will get in
their cars and drive around and arcund. Thal
appears to have been what has happened in other
cases where the traffic count has been used as a
determinant. 1 have heard it said that an atlendant
will not be supplied until three deaths have
occurred. 1 do not believe that statement, and §
will not use it.

In the case 1 referred to, although there has
been no serious accident yet, there have been
many near misses. The siaff are feeling the strain
and frustration.

In conclusion, | hope the Minister will be
able to say that those 37 vacancies will be filled
as quickly as possible—preferably in the next
three months. 1 hope the Minister will look at
the overall protection of our patrolmen. Cer-
tainly a policeman who is on his own must think
twice about pulling up a carload of people.

Mr TONKIN: 1 join the member for Dianella
in his commenis about guarded crosswalks for
school children. 1 have approached the Govern-
ment for the provision of a crosswalk atiendant
at the Weld Square Primary School. Children
attending this school must cross Morley Drive,
and as members know, this thoroughfare has re-
cently been beautified with lovely shrubs and it
is very difficult for motorists to see children stand-
ing on the side of the road. Also, motorists drive
fairly quickly in this area. As the member for
Dianella said, special consideration should be given
to areas where there are special hazards.

The Government has decided not to govern,
but rather that a formula will govern. On one
particular morning a count was taken of- the
number of vehicles passing the spot in an hour
and the number of children crossing the road in
the same period. These two figures were then
multiptied and the magical figure was not reached,
so it was decided that no crosswalk attendant
would be supplied for this school. The special
problems and hazards were not considered at all.

The parents, knowing that there is no guarded
crossing, drive their children to school, so natur-
ally the number of children using the crossing
has decreased. If the crosswalk were guarded,
more children would walk to school, So the
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survey figures are quite misleading. The Govern-
ment should again look at this warrant, this for-
mula; certainly it should not abdicate its respon-
sibilities in favour of a formula. The children
attending this school are in serious danger.

Mre T. H. JONES: [ would like to illustrate
again my consistency in opposing the establish-
ment of the Road Traffic Authority. When the
Bill to establish the RTA was introduced into
this place, I opposed it on behalf of the Opposi-
tion. We still hold that attitude,

I have made inquiries in various police stations
throughout Western Ausiralia, and obviously a
division still exists between RTA patrolmen and
police officers. There is a cleavage between the
two, and I believe it is fair to say that the Police
Union of Western Australia has_realised the mis-
take it made in agreeing to the establishment of
a separate authority.

Any member who cares to read the Hansard
debates will see that we pointed out this division
would occur. We felt the money would have
been more wisely spent if the road traffic duties
were combined with general police administra-
tion to give us a more effective Police Force.

The road traffic officers regard themselves as dif-
ferent from police officers. Luckily this does not
happen in one of the towns in my electorate, but
[ know it occurs in other centres. [ am sure the
Minister for Police and Traffic would have cog-
nizance of this fact. On behalf of the Opposition
{ would like to say we still believe that the
RTA should be part of the Police Force and that
this would lead to better administration in many
areas in this State.

Mr HODGE: On the 9th August of this year
[ asked question 1041 of the Minister for Palice
‘and Traffic about the operation of the Road Traffic
Authority weights and measures patrol, with parti-
cular reference to the district of Melville, T asked
this question because of the great concern in my
electorate about traffic noise, and the belief that
one of the aggravating factors is that vehicles
travelling along the major roads at night are fre-
quently heavily overladen.

In the reply from the Minister I was surprised
ta learn that the weights and measures conirols
do not regutarly work in the evening in the metro-
politan area. This scems to be a major fAaw in
the operations of the RTA. One reason given by
the Minister in his reply was lack of staff, and
the other reason was the danger associated with
night operations. [ suppose that an officer operat-
ing alone on an unlit section of road may be in
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some danger, but other sections of the RTA oper-
ate on a 24-hour-a-day basis, when the same
hazards would exist. 1 am concerned if the main
reason is lack of staff.

I asked the Minister how many people had
been apprehended for using overladen vehicles
in the past 12 months, and the answer was 134,
I am not too clear whether this figure related
to the Melville district alone. [ asked him also
how many pecople had been apprehended between
the hours of 6.00 p.m. and 6.00 am. and the
answer was six. Again | am not (oo sure whether
that related 10 my district only, but [ think it
did.

[ belicve that the operators of heavy haulage
vehicles realise that the weights and measures
control does not operate in the evenings, and that
this accounts for a portion of the high level of
noise in the area. Frequently heavily overladen
vehicles travel along Leach Highway and Can-
ning Highway in the early hours of the morning.
The drivers of these vehicles change gears and
roar their engines to get up the steep hills, The
Government should give some thought to this
problem and if insufficient staff is the reason that
the weights and measures patrol does not operate
at night, the situation should be reassessed.

Traffic noise is a severe problem in the area,
and the RTA is charged with the responsibility
of apprehending the drivers of noisy vehicles.
This is the only authority in the State with any
enforceable laws in regard to noisy vehicles.

More men should be employed and trained to
operate noise metering equipment. [ understand
that only one employee of the RFA has the tech-
nical knowledge to operate this equipment. [
may be wrong in that belief, and [ hope I am.
On my information this man is a civilian em-
ployed by the RTA on a part-time basis only. |
do not see any specific provision for a salary for
such a person in this vote. | would like to see
the provision of portable noise monitoring equip-
ment, and more officers trained in its use. The
job of controlling traffic noise must be taken
more seriously,

Yote put and passed.

Vote: Office of Regional Administration and the
North West, $1 440 000—put and passed.

Part 4: Minister for Agriculture—

The CHAIRMAN: For the information of
membeérs, in my opinion members wandered a
little widely when discussing the item “Salaries,
wages and allowances” in part 3. On some oc-
casions it would have been better for them to
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address their remarks on the “part”, where the

general debate takes place, and 1 ask members
to bear this in mind.

Point of Order

Mr TONKIN: I am at a loss to understand your
suggestion, and 1 would like guidance for the
benefit of the Commiitee. When discussing the
item “Salarjes, wages and allowances”, it is ob-
vious that we must talk about the job involved.
We are being asked to agree to the allocation of
$X for a function, and surely we should speak
about that function. The difference is that when
a part is called, we may speak to the whole of the
part, but when a division is called, we speak to a
particular ilem, However, we may speak to
everything pertaining (o that jtem, and 1 believe
Standing Orders support thal view. The actual

remuneration is taken out of our hands by the
industrial tribunal,

The CHAIRMAN: Some members tied their
remarks in with the particular item, but it seemed
lo me that other members made comments which
were mare appropriate to the whole part.

Comumittee Resumed

MR H. D. EVANS (Warren) [8.30 pm.]: 1
preface my remarks with something by way of
eriticism of the Government and the Ministry.
In the first place, it is quite an unsatisfactory
situation for the part to be brought forward with-
out an analysis, appraisal and assessment by the
Minister. Not so many years ago, this was al-
ways the practice. Each Minister would always
give a detailed resume of what the part involved,
and of the operation of his department,

This practice appears to have been discarded,
and jt brings with it some unfortunate conse-
quences, not the least of which is the problem
which confronts ordinary members of Parliament
in having to undertake research—for which they
are not fully equipped—and to try to glean in-
formation on matters which are not readily avail-
able to them. This practice makes for secrecy
within Government departments. Perhaps that s
the intention of the Government.

My contenticn is strengthened by the attilude
displayed by the Deputy Premier, when the mem-
ber for Subiaco had raised a very valid point
in connection with his electorate, and one which
required action. The honaurable member was
treated with discourtesy by the Deputy Premier.

Sir Charles Court: That question had been
answered before in some detail.

Mr H. D. EVANS: Yet the situation remains
the same. W needs another answer, and what is
more, it needs action.

[ASSEMBLY)

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN
Order!

(Mr Blaikie):

Mr H. D. EVANS: 1 am sure you would agree
with me, Mr Deputy Chairman.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: | would agree
more with the member for Warren if he would
confine his remarks to Part 4: Minister for Agri-
culture,

Mr H. D. EVANS: | will certainly do that,
Mr Deputy Chairman. 1 am referring to the
attitude of this Governmeni 10 the presentation
of information, and the secrecy it exhibits
when the Estimates come forward,

Mr Bryce: Yes, that is quite right.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Order! The mem-
ber for Warren will resume his seat. The Min-
ister for Agriculture has not had the opportunity
to reply to the member for Warren. If the hon-
ourable member wishes to continue his remarks
he must relaie them to parl 4.

Mr H. D. EVANS: The secrecy (o which I
refer is the absence of an explanation and evalua-
tion by the Minister for Agriculture and by his
colleagues. That is where the relevance comes in,
and it is rather shameful. 1 am sure you will
agree, Mr Deputy Ghairman.

Sir Charles Court: Did you always introduce
your Estimates?

Mr H. D. EVANS: My word 1 did; every Min-
ister in the Tonkin Government introduced his
Estimates. 1If the Premier cares to check back
through Hansard he will find that is correct.

Mr Bertram: That was because Premier Tonkin
had confidence in his Ministers.

Mr H. D. EVANS: Yes, and because he did
not have the same predeliction for secrecy as this
Government has,

Mr Bryce: And he was not a one-man-band.

Sir Charles Court: T remember when one of
your Minjsters tried to introduce his own Es-
timates,

Mr Jamieson: Edgar Lewis used to do it.
Sir Charles Court: Yes, and what a buffeting
he 100k.

Mr H. D. EVANS: The Eslimates for the De-
partmeni of Agriculture are what could be de-
scribed as a purely housekeeping sort of budget.
Its allocation has increased by some 12.5 per cent;
however, this merely keeps pace with inflation.
Indeed, over the past few years there has been a
curtailment of agricultural facilities to the extent
where the allocation was falling behind the rate of
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inflation. This year's Estimates simply restore the
status quo, which not only is desirable but also is
highly necessary.

Once again, we find ourselves in an unsatis-
factory situation with regard to private members'
business. The notice paper contains two items in
which'| have some interest; namely, the motions
I moved relating to the Midland Junction Abat-
toir and seeking the appointment of a Select Com-
mittee to examine the Plant Diseases Act and the
operation of the fruit-fly baiting schemes. It is
desirable to have a full debate upon these mat-
ters but [ do not know whether this will be pos-
sible in view of Lhe stage of the session. [ would
appreciate it if the Minister could give me an
indication of whether these items will come up
for debate, or whether they should be discussed
now during debate on part 4.

Sir Charles Court: The intention under the
timetable worked out with the Leader of the
Opposition was to have a vote on private mem-
bers' business yesterday. We had that installment
last night. We hoped last night we would finish
debate on your motion,

Mr H. D. EVANS: Was that the only install-
ment?

Sir Charles Court: We intended by arrange-
ment with the Leader of the Opposition that there
would be a block time during which private mem-
bers’ business could be discussed.

Mr Davies: | gave you no guarantee we would
get them all through.

Mr Tonkin: Not enough time!
the Parliament!

You are gapging

Sir Charles Court: We will remind you of how
some of the Tonkin Government's sessions finished
up if you are not careful.

Mr Tonkin: Are you kidding? We sat for
more weeks and for longer hours than any other
Parliament in Western Australia’s history.

Mr H. D, EVANS: Yes, it was a much fuller
legislative programme in the days of the Tonkin
Government. That was the reason there may
have been something of a rush towards the end
of the session. [ hope [ have refreshed the
memory of the Premier.

Mr Bertram: It certainly needs refreshing.

Mr H. D. EVANS: I wish firstly to refer to a
problem you yourself raised, Mr Deputy Chair-
man; 1 refer of course to the problem of Euro-
pean foul brood disease. No real solution has
been found to this disease; as a matter of fact
the position has deteriorated.
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This matter was raised during the grievance
debate by the member for Vasse, it has been
raised in debate since then, and a number of
questions have been placed on the notice paper
on the subject; in addition, 1 have a question
without notice [ wish to direct to the Minister
for Apgriculture should time permit.

Since this matter was previously discussed in
this Chamber [ have taken the opportunity to
speak with a practising apiarist with 1000 hives
in South Australia, and the information he has
given me is alarming, to say the least.

The disease Buropean fout brood has tremen-
dous implications for this State. What is more
disturbing is that its causal effects are not fully
known. The situation has changed somewhat
since the matter was last placed before this Cham-
ber and the Chief Aviculturist in Western Aus-
tralia (Mr Kessell) reported on the matter. He
indicated that in Victoria, the disease spread vir-
tually from the Mallee to Gippsland; in other
words, the entire State was infected and was
under quarantine. The same situation applies in
New South Wales. About the middle of this
year, some 20 apiaries were diagnosed as being
infected with European foul brood, 18 of them
from Victoria, and all lying within the proclaimed
buffer strip.

Two apiaries within the quarantine area, near
the Victorian border, have been monitored to
assess the success or otherwise of control mea-
sures being implemented, - The disease apparently
can be contained by the use of terramycin and
sugar, However, its use has some ramifications.
It is mixed into a solution, and must be used
fairly quickly, otherwise its effectivencss dissipates
and, after only a few hours, it is worthless and
its application is simply a waste of time and
money. The important point is that terramycin
will not cure the disease; it will only hold it and
contain it to some extent.

The use of this drug represents a cost to the
apiaries. The drug itself is not expensive but the
time involved in taking the hives apart and apply-
ing the drug directly to the brood chamber repre-
sents an impost and makes inroads into the bee-
keepers’ returns. However, terramycin is the only
drug known even to contain the disease.

In his report, the senior aviculturist indicated
that all breeders of queen bees in New South
Wales operated hives well away from the gquaran-
tine area and that apiary officers are prepared to
inspect queen bee-rearing apiaties as required
under the Beekeepers Act of Western Australia.
That may be true, but it is still a source of great
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concern that under the certification system operat-
ing in Western Australia, honey can be imporied
from non-quarantine areas if it is accompanied
by a certificate issued by the Department of Agri-
culture in the State of origin. The only remain-
ing unquarantined areas are northern New South
Wales and Queensland, However, the certification
system is virtually worthless,

I have already referred to the South Australian
apiarist with whom 1 have discussed this matler.
TFhe position in South Australia has deteriorated
to the extent where the total State now is under
quarantine. Previously, only the south-east corner
was quarantined. The disease spread rapidly
throughout the State, and the reason for its spread
was that apiarists were simply dumping apiaries.
This breeder suddenly found another beekeeper had
left a load of bees only half a mile from his
apiary, and it was only a matter of weeks before
his apiary contracted the disease. Previously, this
person had operated in the Mallee country, and
had gone to the point of keeping well away from
other beekeepers. Now, he is treating his hives
with terramycin. 1 will certainly be interested in
the results of the experiments he plans to conduct.

So much for the system of certification. Of
course, the Department of Agriculture can say
that honey was produced in a disease-free area.
However, hives can quite easily be taken from a
quarantined zone to a disease-free area. In this
way, there is a risk of contaminated honey being
imporfed into Western Australia.

The practice of heating honey before it can be
imported creates problems in itself. Heated honey
ts not acceptable in some countries because the
dextrose or the sucrose breaks down and the wax
parlicles mell under the 135 degrce heat, which
certainly is below the pasteurisation level.

1 have had a little experience in this field, hav-
ing kept a few hives, and 1 can tell members
that honey is never clear, It is always cloudy
due to the wax particles it confains.

With the heating of these wax particles it is
felt they have medicinal qualities as far as being
desirable for inirusional considerations and so
one gets the clear honey in that way. The es-
sential point is that this is endangering the export
industry upon which our honey industry depends.
If homey is not exported from this country, there
would be a catastrophe amongst the beekeepers.
Without that export marketl the outlook for bee-
keeping would be nil. When we have extraneous
considerations such as honey being healed, prob-
lems can arise. 1 have been told honey which
has been exported from Western Australia has
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been brought in froix the Eastern States and if
this was to get abroad there would be swift and
effective retribution—understandably so.

The other aspect is that if there is a continued
use of terramycin—and bear in mind it is not a
cure but only a holding agenl-—some countries
could take exception to the contamination of the
product by the terramycin. 1 do not know how
terramycin is viewed medically in countries to
which we export honey, but there is that danger
which has not been examined up to this time.
For that reason il is another risk the honey in-
dustry is being forced to take,

The history in Western Australia is one that
shows the State has had an odd case each year
over the last 15 years of what appeared to be
European foul brood, but on investigation it was
not. It was probably more akin to a variation
called Kashmir bee disease. It is aiso akin to
what in Victoria and New South Wales is called
false European foul brood. On each occasion the
hives were destroyed, as they would have been
had it been the foul brood disease.

The problem was overcome by introducing
vigorous young queen bees which seemed to have
an effect. Tt is felt the Eurppean foul brood can
be modified to some extent by vigorous breeding
programmes and there are indications it has mini-
mised in hotter weather because of the activity
of the bees themselves. This dees not mean to
say the propensity to spread the disease sub-
sequently is in any way diminished, and this s
what we are concerned aboui. This will have an
implication far Western Australia.

Nowhere can | find a definitive statement of
the cause of transmission of European foul brood.
It would appear insufficient is known about the
disease for any scientist in Auvstralia to make a
definite statement one way or the other in con-
nection with the spread of this disease. WNo-one
can say whether it is spread by the honey, by
the bees themselves, or whether it is spread
by secondhand beekeeping materials. No-one
really knows what is involved. The effects are
known. It has an effect upon the larvae in the
brood chambers. It can completely wipe out
colonies of bees and that is the situation we are
confronted with. For those reasons 1 think a
closer look has to be given to what s totally
involved. If European foul brood becomes es-
tablished in Western Australia—heaven forbid it
does—il means nol only the livelihood of bee-
keepers is endangered, even if they take the pro-
phylactic step of using terramycin and sugar, but
also it is nol going to cure the problem of the
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wild hives. Once it gets into these it does not
take much imagipation to appreciate what will
oceur,

Around the metropolitan area itself most of the
pollination is done by the bees from wild hives.
[ would not care to hazard a guess at the num-
ber of wild hives in the metropolitan area, but
there would be a considerable number, sufficient
to carry out the pollination requirements.
As the member for Maylands has mentioned, in
Western Australia we have a free pollination
service.,

Mr Skidmore: €t is the only thing that is free,

Mr H. D. EVANS: We are pleased to have
it when in the United States of America the
provision of bees for pollination is a billion dollar
industry. -

Mr Davies: Do not give the Government ideas.

Mr H. D. EVANS: In Western Australia there
are countless bush hives providing this service.
There are thousands of hives throughout the
length and breadth of our forest and scrub coun-
try. The bees from these hives are largely re-
sponsible for the pollination of all those species
of plants, Aowers, and trees requiring this service,

We can picture what could happen in a State
without bees. It is not ar exaggeralion to say
that if European foul brood becomes estab-
lished in Western Australia we could lose the
greater portion of the wild bee population, taking
with it the free pollination service we now have.
That is something members should contemplate.

We are not lalking about comparatively small
finance with the honey industry; we are talking
about the total pollination of all plants and
Aowers in the State. That is the extent of the
prablem and this is the major cause for my
concern, If European foul brood comes in it
will not be long before we have a decline—
possibly a total decline—of the native and wild
bees throughout the State.

Mr Tonkin: The whole eco-system depends
on it.

Mr H. D. EVANS: So does agriculture, except
for certain plant species pollinated by the wind
and in certain other ways., Those species de-
pendent on bees-—and that would be the majority
—would certainly have a problem.

In the United States of America there is an
industry which provides bees for no other pur-
pose but to ensure the pollination of the various
crops. be they fruit or vegetable crops. This is
what we are talking abouwt and this is fairly and
squarely the responsibility of the Department of
Agricullure,  Whether the sectional interests
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within the industry like it or not, the Department
of Agricufture has to take issue on this problem.
The department has te ensure there is not the
remotest chance of the disease crossing the Nulla-
bor. The measures required may have to be
severe and strict, but even if it means dropping
the shutters completely, it could be worth it be-
cause the stakes are so high.

The thinking of certain commercial interests—
and it was reported to me as having been said
that honey had to be on the shelves otherwise
these interests would lose that corner of the
market to spreads and other substitutes—is that
continued importation of haney is necessary.

[t was unfortunate that cyclone “Alby"” had
such a devastating effect on the beekeeping in-
dustry. [t did happen and it is something we
have to live with. [t means that bee pollination
is down and hives are at their weakest for many
years.

I have already mentioned that the number of
queen bees imported from the Eastern States will
increase from 7000 in a normal year to 13 Q00
this year in an effort to rebuild the strength of
the colonies in the State.

Mr Jamieson: Aren't they going to re-establish
the Rottnest queen bee farm?

Mr H. D. EVANS: That would be a good idea.
Whether or not that could be done in time, I do
not know, but it would be a welcome innovation
as we do have sirains in Western Australia which
are eminently suitable,

The importation of almost double the number
of queen bees means there will be not only that
number of bees; there will be more as there are
five or six attendants with them in the small cage
in which they are transported to wait upon the
queen bee. So we are going to import a large
number of becs in total, and each is a possible
carrier of the disease. It might be a remote pos-
sibility, but the danger is there. As the slakes
are so high, no chances should be taken.

I had a question without notice to ask and |
rang the Minister's office and indicated what [ pro-
posed, but perhaps it will be possible for the
Minister to indicate the position during his reply
in case we do not have time for questions without
notice. The question reads as follows—

(1) Has there been any investigation into
disease in beehives and apiaries in the
south-west in recent weeks by officers
of the Department of Agriculture?

l understand there has been some investigation in
your area, Mr Deputy Chairman (Mr Blaikie).
There does not seem to have been much publicity
accorded to it, and | am wondering what the
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nature of the investigation was and whether it
invalved European foul brood. My question con-
tinued as follows—

2y If “Yes” to (1Y—

ta) in whai localities were these inves-
tigations carried out?

(b) what specific diseases were being in-
vestigated?

{¢) were there any particular reasons or
reporis for these investigalions being
undertaken?

(d) what have been the results and con-
¢lusions of these inquiries?

That is indicative of the concern being expressed
in some quarters, and not without justification.

The position in South Australia is that the
entire State is now under gquarantine. There is a
ban precluding the bringing of honey to Western
Australia from anywhere in that State. But im-
portations are still possible from parts of New
South Wales, Queensland, and Tasmania. The
certification method is very much open to question.
It is all very well 1o accept the word of res-
ponsible officers—I1 am not decrying thern—of the
depariments in 1he other States who have put their
name to a certificate in the best of faith,

There is some guery as to the veracily and res-
ponsibilily of beekeepers who are prepared to
move hives from one area to another, disregarding
guarantine regulations. 1 have cited already an
instance of this this afternoon. It has happened
and it will happen again. If there is to be the
slightest risk of European foul brood coming to
Western Australia the sirongest quaraniine meas-
ures should be taken whether or not beekeeping
associations or commercial interests want them.

1t should be the judgment of the Department
of Agriculture. 1t is at this juncture that 1 ask
whether any officers from Western Australia
have been senl to the Eastern States o evaluate
and ascertain first hand for themselves just what
the precise posilion 15?7 That is another direct
query I refer to the Minister for his comment.

It is hoped that time will permit members to
examine the motion calling upon the Government
to take action in connection with fruit-fly eradica-
tion and control in Western Australia. The motion
was moved and the reasons for the motion were
explained to members, but to this stage there
has been no reply by the Government and it is
important that we receive one.

In his speech accompanying the Budget the Pre-
mier referred to Mediterranean fruit fly and
pointed out that i1 continued to be a major prob-
lem for growers of deciduous fruits in this State.
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It was pointed out by the Premier that conven-
tional spraying and baiting campaigns are costly
and time consuming and thai the use of insecti-
cides is being increasingly questioned by health
and ecological bodies, He said an attempt is 10
be made o introduce biological control measures
and that a» radioactive cobalt source will be used
1o enable the breeding and release of sterile male
fruit Ay in sufficient nombers 1o break the repro-
duction cycle. Carnarvon is seen as being the
site for the first pilol scheme. That is cerlainly
an ionovalion which would be desirable,

Mr Jamieson: How did it go?

Mr H. D. EVANS: That was my next question,
In the interim the position remains unchanged.
As a matter of fact it will deleriorate, It looks
as though with summer commencing earlier than
normal 1he fruit fly will be encouraged to
breed and such things as loguats will be infected
even at this juncture. Once breeding starts af
this stage of the season the prospect is not very
bright for other fruits in months to come.

Fewer baiting schemes are in operation. In
the last reply on this subject which 1 received
from the Minister he indicated that of the ori-
ginal 53 schemes, 26 were non-operative. This
gives rise to question what is proposed for the
control and eradication of fruit fly. It is a big
problem; there is no question about that.

I suspect that the commercial growers are no
longer concerned to the exient they were pre-
viously. The commercial grower can build into
his expenses and cost of production any fruit-fly
conirol methods he desires and by spraying alter-
nate rows each week he has a fair control over
the situation in the commercisl orchard. How-
ever, this does not mean that all growers will
adopt this scheme and it does not mean that the
outlook for the householder and the backyard
orchardist will improve one little bit.

It is quite possible that the commercial growers
are prepared for the fruit fly to spread. They
can control it in their own commercial situation
and the expenditure will be passed on 1o the
public. If no backyard fruit is grown the com-
mercial grower will supply that need and this
will be in his interests. 1 am wondering whether
the commercial growers are on the side of the
fruit ly or against them. It could be that it is
in their commercial interests that the schemes
go by the board and the backyard growers. by
pure frustration. will have 1o turn 10 retail shops
for their fruit,
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1 can see a member from the hills with a faint
smile on his face which leads me to think 1
am closer to the mark than most members in
the Chamber realise!

1t will be interesting 1o ascertain the result of
the experiments with the sterile fruit fly. Whether
or not it is possible to depend on biological con-
trol of thal kind as the panacea or total control
methods which are required, only time will tell,
In the interim there will be a great deal of frustra-
tion and a great deal of fruit ruined as a result
of European fruit fiy in other areas,

I briefly mention the siluation at the Midland
abattoir in the light of events which have oc-
curred recently not the least of which is a further
increase in the fees. Do members recall what
happened when in the year before the Tonkin
Government went oul of office it increased the
fees modestly? Can they recall the attack by the
Opposition at that time? 1t was, to say the least.
scurrilovs. One of the first actions of the new
Government was 10 waive those charges. It made
a big song about them before it went into office
and when it assumed office it dropped the charges
immediately. Then, about three months later,
they were brought back, not at the same level,
but at least double the increase imposed by the
Tonkin Government: and it was all our fault a1
the time! 1 do not think Mr Whitlam was blamed
for that episode although he was blamed for mast
other things; but the Tonkin Government was
blamed in thal instance.

What do we find now? We find further in-
creases in offal charges imposed by the Meat In-
dustry Authorily. In the light of what has been
said in endeavouring to run a lighter ship at the
abaltoir in an effort to reduce the deficit 1 do
not know that the increase in fees will assist
in any way at all.

It has been demonstrated in the Eastern States
that by reducing the fees a greater throughput
was occasioned and the economic position of the
service abaltoir in South Australia was improved.
In Weslern Australia we are doing the reverse.
Up go the fees again. 11 was a heinous crime
for the Tonkin Government to do that, but what
has this Government done with regularity? It
has increased the fees to their present level and
has blamed the increased wages as the sole jus-
tification—wages which 1 might add have not
kept pace with the cost of living. They have
fallen steadily behind inflation. So to blame the
warkers and their appeal for increased wages to
keep abreast with inflation is nol only amoral but
illogical.
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Mr Bertram: What is worse than that is that the
Government increases its taxes while at the same
time if does not spend all the taxes it gathers.

Mr H. D. EVANS; That is even more amoral.
Not only does the Government increase laxes and
charges, but it does not spend what it has, It
places the money into the “rainy day” fund which
will be used just prior to the election. The taps
will be turned on and there will be three choruses
of “We are jolly good fellows” and we will go
to the polls. That is the sirategy. When we also
realise the possibilities of the 150th anniversary
celebrations we realise it will be a vintage year
for the party in Government.

It is the shamelessness with which the Govern-
ment approaches the matter to which 1 take of-
fence—the blatancy with which it has gone about
the situation. But to come back to the Midland
abattoir. T would not like to be sidetracked—
the only indication the Minister pave in what is
the most innocuous reply 1 have heard in this
place 10 the motion moved for an investigation
into the abattoir and the industry in Western
Australia, a motion which has remained on the
notice paper for some months now—

Mr Old: The reply was as innocuous as your
statement. There was nothing to answer.

Mr H. D. EVANS: The Minister did not answer
the queries.

Mr Old: There was nothing to answer.

Mr H. D. EVANS: The first was the reason
for issuing Pope Exports with an export licence.
There was no answer given to that nor to the
fact that on two accasions Pope Exports had ap-
plied for a licence and been rejected and an appeal
had been sustained by the Minister on behalf
of the Meat Industry Authority. Then suddenly
this year there was a turnaboul.

Mr Bertram: Sounds fishy!

Mr H. D. EVANS: When we consider the five
members on the MIA we realise that two would
be for it and two would be against it which leaves
a Government official in the centre. 1 can just
picture the instruction handed by the Premier to
his Minister and the Minister making it known
what sort of result he expected.

Mr Old: Get your tongue out of your cheek!
Mr H. D. EVANS: The Minister jolly well

knows it. It would be a case of “Bring out the
lash!”

Mr Qld: Came on! Get your tongue out of
your cheek!

Mr H. D. EVANS: Will the Minister explain
the rationale behind what happened?
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Mr Old: Sit down and 1 will.

Mr H. D. EVANS: The Minister did not ex-
plain when he had the opportunity to do so. He
evaded the issue completely. He had an oppor-
tunity to make an explanation when he replied.

Mr Old: You are a real comic,

Mr H. D. EVANS: I am getting a bil close to
the bone,

Mr Old: Not at all.

Mr H. D. EVANS: Already there is an over-
supply of abattoir space in Western Australia.
There has been a rejection of the application on
four ocvasions—two by knock back and (wo by
appeal. Then, all of a sudden, although the con-
ditions have not changed, the licence was granted.
Why? There was no need because further pre-
mises would be available at Esperance if thal
project gels off the ground, Despite this an addi-
tional licence was granted. The Minister could
well be called upon 1o explain the underlying
principle and if it does nothing else it indicates
how well entrenched are the meat barons. When
we are dealing with an industry worth more than
$100 million we can bet our sweet lives that the
reasons and rationale behind the granting of the
licence are not very hard to find.

[ raised that point because it brings us lo the
next aspect which is the future of the service
abattoir in Western Australia. The Minister did
not answer that query either. He evaded the
issue. The only undertaking he gave was lo the
effect that provision would be made for the Tamb-
ing. No indication of how many lambs was given.
I understand from those who have contacted me
that lambs have to be sent to Robb Jetly.

This is an inconvenience, to say the least, to
producers right throughout the State.

Mr Old: With onily 20000 lambs a week we
cannot keep two abattoirs going.

Mr H. D. EVANS: Which brings us back to
the future of Midland and whether or not any-
thing is lo be done at the Midland Function Abat-
toir. There has been a suggestion of a consor-
tium taking over or the pig Aoor being leused
out and some arrangement being made about the
beef floor. But Lhe situation is so obscure that
it is difficult to penetrate the aura of secrecy
surrounding the whole operation,

You are a real comic.

If it is possible to lease any part of the Mid-
land Junction Abattoir, the figures and the eco-
nomics have to be explained very clearly, be-
cause a certain portion of the servicing side of
the abattoir would have to be maintained. Who
will pick up the tab for that? [s there 10 be a
subsidy approach? If we lose the pig and beef
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floors, can the operation side, the administration,
the rendering, and the effluent disposal be sus-
tained? Who will pay the cost of them? Will
it be covered in the leasing? If it is and it can
be shown to be profitable to a firm or consortium,
surely it is a profitable operation for the Meat
Commission,

These questions still remain unanswered. The
Minister has not answered them up to date. |
am nol very optimistic of getting clarification but
I am ever hopeful.

1 do not know whether any consideration has
been given to the future use of the saleyards, but
one thing is almaost certain: if the service abaltoir
is to be removed or to be wound down to any
extent, as is apparent at the moment, the fuiure
will have to be considered. It is something about
which there has been remarkable silence. Whether
the long-term planning proposals for Midland
Junction Abaitoir involve the removal of the
saleyards remains to be explained.

If the saleyard at Midland goes. the farmers
of Western Australia will have to look very seri-
ously at their marketing problems. If the live-
stock selling system we have at present remains.
those who produce stock in Western Austrulia
will be disadvantaged, because country sales are
usually conducted with reference 1o and in com-
parison with Midland prices, and if the saleyard
goes there will be not only confusion but also
some cause for consternation on the part of the
meat producers of Western Australia.

I would like 10 puss on to several other re-
lated matters, but before doing so it might be
apposite to refer at this stage to the need for an
improved rail service to farmers. One of the
major commodities is of course superphosphate.
It is bulky but it is also very necessary each year;
one just cannot farm without it. Serious con-
sideration should be given to introducing innova-
tions, if nat bulk silos in most arcas, then pal-
letisation of small lots in the south-west. Unload-
ing bagged superphosphate from railway trucks
could be obviated by palletisation and removal
with a fork ift. or a carry-all or something of
that nature on a Iractor. If the Department of
Agriculture had the interest of farmers at heart
and Westrail were interested in economics—

Mr Old: You are on part 10 now.

Mr H. D. EVANS: Certainly, but the Minister
for Agriculture could use his good offices.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr Blaikie): |
have given the honourable member some latilude
and [ hope he will not relate Lhese matters again
when speaking to part 10,
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Mr Pearce: Except for a recapitulation,

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The member for
Gosnells will not render assistance 10 the Chair.

Mr Pearce: 1 am truly sorry.

Mr H. D. EVANS: When Gough was in Gov-
ernment we could always depend upon one thing:
he would always be blamed for everything, in-
cluding high tides. The party now in Government
in Western Awustralia was responsible for that
tactic. The Minister for Agriculture was quite
vocal and 1 made a poini of keeping a2 small file
of his ulterances in connection with fuel.

The increased fuel costs, including diesel fuel,
to the farmers of Western Australia will be very
considerable indeed. What has this Government
done about it? Members on the other side were
responsible for the impact on the farming com-
munily, and the increase was espoused by none
other than Mr Anthony. A report on page t
of the Farmers' Weekly came from the Minister
for Agriculture in this Chamber, who described
the Federal Budget as a crushing blow 1o decen-
tralisation, It was the Budget of a Liberal-
National Coumtry Party Federal Government.
What has been done aboul it on behalf of the
Western Australian farmers, 1 am still at a loss
to understand. The report in the Farmers
Weekly states—

Following the budgel. farmers® petrol costs

are cxpected to increase 12.33 per cent 1o
about 21.88¢c a litre.

The biggest increase is in the price of
diesel fuel which goes up 27.75 per cenl lo
16.1)c a litre . . .

Those who represent country electorates will know
that the harvest now getting under way will con-
sume diesel fuel at a cost of 16.11c a litre. The
quantily of diesel fuel used on the Western Aus-
tralian crop will be very appreciable.

1 cannot understand why there has been no move
towards allernative fuels in Western Australia.
One of the finest things that could happen would
be to see the entire Western Australian harvest
taken off with north-west natural gas. Gas trac-
tors are in operation in the United States, and
some are in operalion in small packing houses
around the metropolitan area of Perth. We have
vast quantities of natural gas and an opportunity
to examine the practicabilities of using it. 1
understand some models of the American John
Deering tractor have attachments for using gas,
and it would be worthy of this Chamber to think
upon the spectacle of the entire wheat harvest of
Western Australia being taken offl with natural
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gas fuel. It will be interesting 1o hear what the
Minister has 1o say about those increased prices
for fuel.

Mr Shalders: A cerlain Federal Government
took away the subsidy on fuel.

Mr H. D. EVANS: It did not slam up the price.
What was the reason for it? To give a handoul
to the big oil companies at the expense of the
farmers of Awustralia.

1 might add things are not very good down on
the farm. Even though we have had a Liberal-
National Country Party Government for 21 of
the last 24 years, it is still not Utopia out there.
As a matter of fact, something like 1 000 farmers
are on the dole. I occurs to me we probably will
not hear the term *dole bludgers” used in this
connection as we heard it applied to other people.
The dole is indisputably justified for farmers, but
at the same time I cannot help taking time off to
ponder that the very eloguent term “dole bludgers™
which was propagated by those opposite will not
be applicable in these circumstances.

While on the subject of the Federal Government
and its coniribution 10 the farming community, |
have no doubt the Farmers' Union has been in
touch with the Government of this State and ex-
pressed its concern about the proposal whereby
non-farm income above $5000 a year will be
progressively removed from the averaging provi-
sions, which means many farmers will be unable
to receive any averaging benefit from non-farm
income. This will hit many people who contract
out, take jobs in timber mills, and the like.

By interjection, the member for Murray or an-
other member mentioned that Whitlam had re-
moved the fuel subsidy, which amounted to a
decimal of a cent. That was a heinous crime.
What has happened now? The increase that has
been imposed by Mr Anthony—the Leader of the
National Country Party of all things—makes
Whitlam look like a plaster saint by comparison.
The only substantial legislation for rural areas
was introduced by a Labor Government. Why do
not members opposite use their good offices and
get something done? They consistently told us
to do something. It was said to be our fault that
Whitlam removed the fuel subsidy. But it is a
different story now.

What Fraser and Anthony have done to the
farmers in Western Australia, the Germans did to
the farmers in Poland. Tt is almost as bad as
that.

1 was being reminded by my colleapue that the
increase in the first payment on wheat—the first
for 25 years—was made by the Whitlam Govern-
ment. This is in contradistinction to the measures
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introduced by the Fraser Government—the anti-
furmer measures of the Fraser Government and,
above all, of Anthony himself.

Mr Tubby: What about probate?

Mr H. D. EVANS: As far as probate is con-
cerned, by the time this Government has finished
only farmers who sit in Parliament and lease
their properties will have to worry about probate:
there will not be that much left in Ffarming,
Therefore probate is becoming a diminishing prob-
lem for farmers under the present Administration.

To proceed with the matter of taxation: one
thing the Whitlam Government did not do is
upset tax-averaging which is probably the greatest
benefit ever offered to farmers. But now. here
it is; anything over $5000 makes a farmer in-
eligible for the averaging provisions. What is
this Government doing about 1hai?

Mr MacKinnon: That does not attack the
ordinary farmers; it attacks the St. George's Ter-
race farmers.

Mr H. D. EVANS: The Whitlam Government
did not do anything like that. [t did not even
remove the super bounty. It referred the bounty
to the IAC, but it did not remove it. It is a
Liberal-National Country Party Government which
is doing this: the mind boggles!

Mr MacKinnon interjected.

Mr H. D. EVANS: The sum of $5 000 is quite
a sizeable amount for those farmers who are
compelled to work on their farms. If the member
cares to go to any timber mill in the south-west,
as the Deputy Chairman (Mr Blaikie} well
knows, he will find farmers working in the mills
and trying to develop a farm at the same lime.
These are the people who will he hit by this
provision of a Liberal-National Country Parly
coalition Government that has done far worse
things to the farmers than the Whitlam Govern-
ment ever fooked like doing.

Mr Shalders: 1t sounds good here, but it doesn't
wash in the bush.

Mr H. D. EVANS: What about provisions for
nalural disaster? These have been modified
against the interests of Western Ausitralia—again
by a Liberal-National Country Party Government.
Let us consider what has been done. We find pro-
vision has had to be made for a substantial in-
crease in the cost to the State of natural disaster
relief. Why is that? The reason is that the
rules have been changed by Ihe Federal Govern-
ment. Under the national arrangement which
prevailed until last year, the State was required
to meet the first $1.5 million of expenditure on
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natural disaster relief, and the Commonwealth
met ull payments of approved measures in excess
of that threshhold figure, However, the Com-
monwealth announced recently a major change
in the cost-sharing arrangements.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr Blaikie): I
draw the member's altention to the fact that the
item under discussion is Part 4: Minister for Agri-
culture. My understanding is that if the member
wished to talk about natural disaster relief he
should have done so under the appropriate items
in the parls relaling to the Premier and Depuly
Premier. As the member realises, we are now
dealing with agriculture. | will be obliged to sit
him down and call on the next speaker if he does
not relate his remarks substantially to agriculture.

Mr H. D. EVANS: 1 will do that with pleasure,
Sir. | deliberately refrained from raising this
malter in the items under the votes of the Pre-
mier and Deputy Premier, because it is the direct
respansibility of the Minister for Agricullure to
ensure adequate provision is made for drought
relief. By far the biggest prablem in respect of
drought relief is the provision of water, fodder,
and agistment. This is where the greatest expense
lies. We still have drought problems in some
areas of the Stale; therefore, | am bringing the
matter to the notive of the Minister for Agricul-
ture. He has done not a thing about the problem.
He has complained bitterly to Mr Anthony about
the increase in the price of fuel, but what has he
done about drought relief? We can thank his
colleagues in Canberra for this cut-back.

In deference o you, Sir, I will be brief, The
Commonwealth recently announced major changes
in the costs for this year. The Stgte will be re-
quired to meet the first $3 million of approved
relief measures, and 25 per cent of all expenditure
incurred above that figure. The Commonwealth
contribution will be limited to 75 per vent of what
is incurred in excess of $3 million.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: 1 suggest the mem-
ber is debating the general principles of natural
disaster relief. That is an aspect not specifically
related to the Agriculture portfolio. The member
will return to agriculture, or 1 will be obliged 1o
call on the next speaker.

Mr H. D. EVANS: [ accept your ruling, Sir,
s0 long as | have made it clear to the Minister
for Agriculture that he has a responsibility in this
area—one that he appears to have neglected sadly
and badly.

The Minister has fouled up the matter. Surely
it 5 discussed at Agricultural Council, and th
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Minister has allowed himself to be trampled into
the dirt. As a result Western Australia suffers this
disabitity,

[ would like to refer to a matter raised in the
report of the Auditor General in respect of the
Egg Marketing Board, [ am at something of a
loss to understand why in the Auditor General’s
report mention is made of a replacement fund
which has in it an amount in excess of $11000¢.
This is the responsibilily of the Minister for Agri-
culture.  Under the terms of the Marketing of
Eggs Act the board may relain only | per cent
of its funds as a carryover from one year to the
next. In addition to that amount there is a re-
placement fund. The replacement fund must be
illegal because the maximum amount permitted to
be carried over is | per cent of the funds, and
in addition to that | per cent there is an amount
of $110000 set aside in a fund.

The effect of this is that producers are not
receiving that money. If it is necessary to retain
an amount greatec than | per ¢ent, an amend-
ment should be made to the Act to permit it to
be done. The board should not act illegally as
it is doing in this case. [f the board is acting
illegally, it is the responsibility of the Minister
to ensure that it should not continue to do so.

While on the subject of the Egg Marketing
Bourd, a problem will arise in respect of regional
centres such as Bunbury—which is the centre with
the fastest growth—being completely dependent
upon the metropolitan area for their supplies of
eggs. This will be something of an anachronism
if it is not atready. [ apprectate the terms of the
Act are explicit in this regard, but perhaps it is
time a review of the Act was made to cover the
matter of allowing regional centres such as Bum-
bury to operate a greater number of licences and
thereby establish a decentralised industry. This is
an industry which lends itself to decentralisation.
However, the Government does not seem to regard
it in that light.

Comparatively recently an amendment was made
to the Marketing of Eggs Act which gave the
Minister discretion to allocate licences in the more
remote areas of the State. As the Minister ex-
plained, the amendment was designed to cater for
the problem above the 26th parallel. This is »
matter which needs to be examined. 1t will be
necessary in the near future to evaluate the nature
of the problem Lo see what should be done about
it.

In conclusion, | would like to say the small
measure of improvement in the budget of the De.
partment of Agriculture is somewhat mollifying,
especially in the light of the way in which agri-
culture has been trealed in past years. However,
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whatever benefit this Stute Budget bestows upon
country residents is more than lost in ‘the increases
in charges for water. power, and transpoct, These
costs must necessarily be reflected in every farm
input in the rural industries. So those charges
which are very much out of proportion have be-
come part and parcel of the taxing machine of
this Government, They have eroded uny possible
benefit country dwellers may obtain from the
State Budget,

‘The other aspects can be fitted in at an ap-
propriate future time.

MR T. H. JONES (Collie) [9.42 pm.1: It is
regrettable that the Government has indicated
private members' business will not be dealt with
aguin during the remainder of this session of Puar-
liament. This causes me to refer to the motion
moved by the member for Warren for the ap-
pointment of a Select Committee to examine pro-
visions contained in the Plunt Diseases Act and
the operation of Fruit-fly baiting schemes. To
refresh the memories of members, the motion
moved was as follows—

That a Select Committee be set up to
examine the provisions contained in the Plaat
Diseases Act, the operation and administra-
tion of fruit Ay baiting schemes currently
operating in this State, to determine Lhe
reasons for the failure of schemes which have
ceased to operate und to make recommenda-
tions to improve fruit fly control methods in
W.A.

It was my intention to support that motion but
for the reason | have mentioned 1 will not have
the opportunity to do so. Therefore, I take the
opportunity during this debate to indicate to mem-
bers my feelings in respect of this very important
question.

In the Collie area, which I represent, the matter
of the spread of fruit fly is causing grave concern
to the ‘shire and the fruit-fly bailing committee.
Concern is being expressed right throughout the
fruit-growing areas of Western Australia. The
Minister will recall that on the 23rd February
I introduced to him a deputation from the Collie
fruit-ly baiting commitiee, including members of
the focal authority. The depwitation requested the
Government to examine lhe existing provisions
relating to the control of fruit Ay, generally, in
Western Australia.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr Blaikie): [
draw the attention of the member for Collie to
the notice paper on which Order of the Day No,
10 is the maotion relating to the Plant Discases
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Act and fruit-fiy baiting. I also draw his atten-
tion to the fact that a member -must not amti-
cipate debate on a matier set down for futore
consideration. The member is presuming the
Chamber may not debate Order of the Day No. 10.
Standing Orders provide that he cannot anticipate
that. He is permitted to speak in this regard so
long as he does not refer to Order of the Day
No. 10 or to the general context of the motion.
I ask the member for his co-operation.

Mr T. H. JONES: Having said whai 1 wanted
to say. I will now accept your point of order, Sir.

I am concerned with the spread of fruit fly in
Western Australia. There is an urgent need for
the malier to be examined. The Minister could
not deny that the existing scheme is not working
satisfactorily in the interests of the fruit-growing
areas of Western Australia, There are 25 schemes
operating, and another 26 schemes exist in name
only. The scheme is breaking down.

The Minister knows that the situation in Collie
is that half the town is covered by the com-
pulsory fruit-fly baiting scheme and half the town
is not. This problem is exercising the minds of
the local people, especially those involved in the
fruit-growing industry.

The problem is also worrying the peaple of the
Donnybrook area. I received a letter from the
secretary of the Donnybrook Fruit-Growers As-
sociation on the 14th March this year. The
association asked me to support the local com-
mittee in its efforts to have something done in
this regard. 1 have mentioned previously, but it
will bear mentioning again, that even in the Min-
ister’s own area concern has been expressed. On
the 16th March a shire meeting was held in
Darkan. The meeling called on the Govern-
ment to take positive aclion to review the existing
provisions. A report appeared in the South
Western Times of the 30th March indicating that
the matter had been discussed by the Collie Shire,
and that concern was being expressed.

It would be fair io the Minister to say that
some action was taken following the deputation. I
have correspondence that the Minister wrote to
the secretary of the fruit-fly baiting commitiee
dated the 12th Qctober, 1978, in which the Minis-
ter asked the committee for its views on improving
the existing provisions contained in the Act. 1In
a2 lengthy letter to the Minister on the 23rd
October, the secretary set out the points to be
considered in relation 10 ils problem.

The Minister has made additional finance avail-
able to the committee at Collie in response to
one of the main aspects raised. It was claimed
that there was a lack of departmental inspectors.
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Members will recall that when the scheme was
first introduced regular visits were made by agri-
cultural inspectors to see whether people were
picking old fruit off the ground. Concern was
expressed, and this problem was closely watched
by the Department of Agriculture of Western
Australia. Of course, the supervision has fallen
by the wayside. Anyone could go into a fruit-
growing area of this State and see fruit lying
on the ground in almost every back-yard orchard.

This is the reason I introduced a deputation
to the Minister. We said that the scheme was
not working. There are only 25 schemes operat-
ing. Fruoit growers themselves are calling on the
Government to do something about the problem.

The shires are concerned. I do not think the
Minister can deny that. There is room for im-
provement. That is why, by way of deputation,
T asked the Minister to review the existing pro-
visions with a view to stiffening the legislation.
1 hope the Minister will be able to indicate to
us tonight action in line with the motion moved
by the member for Warren, and in view of my
comments that some positive action should be
taken in relation 1o this matter.

MR OLD (Katanning—Minister for Agricul-
ture} 19.50 p.m.1: 1 thank the members for their
contributions to the debate,

1 point out to the member for Warren that
the increase in expenditure in the Consolidated
Revenue Estimates for the Department of Agri-
culture vote for this year is 14.08 per cent, and
not 12 per cent as indicaled by him., In a time
of budgetary problems, and a time of inflation,
this is a reasonable increase,

1 have noted' the remarks of the member for
Warren about the concern expressed in relation
to the beekeeping industry, and I know this is also
an interest of your, Mr Deputy Chairman (Mr
Blaikie). 1 would like 1o say that 1 share the
sentiments of the member. This is an important
industry. Tt is imporiani, not only from an income
point of view, bul, as the member pointed out,
from an ecological point of view also. 1 have
spoken on this matter on many occasions, both in
answer to questions and on motions. On each
occasion 1 have pointed oul that there is inspection
and certification by officers of the Departmenis
of Apgriculture in this State and in Queensland
and New South Wales.

It is a fact that since the matler was first
discussed the situation in South Australia has
deteriorated to the point where the whole of
South Ausiralia is now a declared area. There-
fore, there are no imports from South Australia.
Whilst the situation in northern New Sonth Wales
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and Queensland is that those areas are cer-
tified as being free of the European foul brood
disease, there is nolhing we can do under section
92 of the Constitulion lo inhibit the jmport of
honey and queen bees from those States.

As the member for Warcen pointed out, the
fact that there would be a shortage of honecy on
the shelves in the stores would be detrimental to
the industry,

] do not think the member was indicating
any malpraclice on the part of depart-
mental officers in other States who are certifying
freedom from European foul brood in the areas
from which honey and queen bees are imported.
| repeat, now that the member has returned to the
Chamber, that 1 share his concern about the
industry. 1 can assure him that every effort is
being made to ensure that only clean or sterilised
honey and queen bees from foul brood free areas
are being brought into this State.

The member mentioned that he had asked a
question. It is possible | will not be able to
answer that question tonight, so perhaps T should
give some indication of the situation in Western
Australia. Recently there has been an inspection
by officers of the Department of Agriculture in
the areas of Ravensthorpe, Hopetoun, Narrogin,
Cowaramup, Margaret River, Busselton, and Glen
Fagle. This was a rouline inspection to detect
brood abnormalities. ‘The inspection was enlirely
satisfactory, and only one hive infecled with
American foul broad was discovered. The hive
was destroyed. American foul brood has been
known in Western Australia for many years. It
does nol have Lhe ramifications of European foul
broad,

[ assure the member that officers of the deparl-
ment are conscious of the necessity (o maintain
close surveillance of the industry. [ am pleased
that the member knew of thut inspection. Tt was
my intention to raise the matter lonight. That
indicates the member's interest. It alse indicales
the intense interest and concern of my depart-
ment in this regard.

Mr H. D. Evans: Has anybody from the depart-
ment gone east for a first-hand inspection?

Mr OLD: Yes. Officers were in South Ausltralia
prior to the complete close-down over there,

In relation to the matter of Medilerranean fruit
fly, this is a matter which is always of some con-
cern. This year there was an amendment lo the
Acl to enable the streamlining of the winding-up
of inactive committees. The number of aclive
vommittees has declined seriously over |he last
few years. This is due partly to lack of interest
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by householders, and in some cases lo hoslility
by householders. It is also due to lack of people
willing to serve on the commitlees.

When the legislation was introduced, it was feit
by some that with the promulgation of the legisla-
tion there would be further deterioration in the
number of commiltees. The opposite effect has
taken place. Since the amendment was promul-
gated, three more shires have applied for and have
formed fruit-fly baiting committees. This is very
encouraging. In addition, interest has been shown
by some of the commiltces which have been in
recess. There is a possibility of regenerating in-
terest in some areas, In other areas there is a
total lack of interest, and some commiltees will
be wound up in the future,

Mr H. D. Evans: What is the number of active
schemes?

Mr OLD: Off the iop of my head, it would be
about 30. That is a guesstimate.

The department and the Government have
invested in a radioactive cobalt gun (o0 help in
the attack by biological control of Mediter-
rancan fruit fly. That indicates the concern and
interest in this very important industry. If the
machine did not go into operation today, it will
in fact start within the next day or two, The
cxperiments will take place at Carnarvon,

The sterilisation of the fruit fly and the release
of the sterilised fruit fly is an interesting con-
cept. In some countries it has been highly suc-
cessful. | understand that in other countries the
success rate has been very low. Obviously the
rate of success has to do with local conditions.
We hope that the conditions in Western Australia
will suit the biological control to be undertaken,
If it is effective [ anticipate that the problem,
whilst not disappearing—that would be a nice
thing to hope for—will be brought under conlrof.

As the member for Warren pointed out, the
main problem today is with the backyard fruit
grower, not the commercial grower. The com-
mercial grower has available to him chemicals
which ensure good control of fruit fly in orch-
ards.

There were problems in Donnybrook carlier
this year, and the malter was raised by the mem-
ber for Collie. Upon investigation it was found
that most of the problem was dJue to lack of
delivery of equipment. [ understand that since
then the equipment has been delivered and the
aclivities of the baiting programme huve com-
menced and the problem has decrcased. | under-
stand that since the equipmenl was delivered the
situation has become reasonable,
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As far as Collie is concerned, it is a facl that
the honourable member brought a deputation to
see me and we discussed various problems some
of which were most serious. It was my opinion
that the gentlemen of that commitiee were very
conscientious in endeavouring to instigate good
control in the Collie area, but they had the prob-
lem of a split area where the Collie township
was covered by a fruit-fly baiting scheme, but
the neighbouring areas were not.

Since then 1 have corresponded with the Collie
Fruit-fly Baiting Scheme and I have made avail-
able some money in an endeavour to get it operat-
ing again. I am pleased to report that the Jast com-
munication T had from that group expressed some
enthusiasm and optimism as to future conitrol. 1
can assure the member for Collie that we will
be keeping a close watch on the baiting situation
in that area and we will make every endeavour
to have inspectors available as and when re-
quired. He can count on the closest co-operation
in this regard.

Mr T. H. Jones; What about the other areas?
What about the problems in Darkan and Bridge-
town?

Mr OLD: Darkan has now set up a fruil-fly
baiting committee. It has been done only
recently, A poll has been conducted there in the
Jasi few weeks and funds are being made available
now for the first period of operation. It will be
in operation soon,

Bridgetown is a bad area. It has been a
problem area and no doubt there is a great
deal of room fer improvement there. We hope we
will be able to bring the problem under control.

1 can assure the member for Collie that we
are very conscious of the problem and of the
imporiance of it to the fruit-growing industry.

The level of charges at Midland Junction
Abattoir is a matter on which therc has been some
comment, It is regretiable that it has been nec-
essary for the WA Meat Commission to increase
killing charges. l does seem to be an anachronism
that we have only just passed legislation to allow
the commission to offer discounts and the killing
charges have now gone up. The increase has been
reasonably moderate; but nevertheless it is a
move in the wrong direction. There is nothing 1
should like more than to see killing charges come
down. With the new operation and the ability of
the commission to offer discounts for contracted
amounts of stock, it will be able to enter into
contracts with wholesalers which will reduce their
slaughter fees and it will encourage wholesalers
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fo look at their own operations and endeavour to
enter into a contract and give a guaranieed supply
of livestock.

I have stated previously and 1 shall state again
the future of the Midland Junction Abattoir. The
Government is not closing jt. It is putting the
beef and mutton chains under care and mainlen-
ance. The beef chdin is still working and will
continue to work whilst the number of caltle
coming into Midland Junction Abattoir cnables it
to work, Cattle numbers have been reasonably
good recently and 1 understand the beef floor is
still operational. The lamb kill has fallen off very
suddenly from approximaiety 84 000 two weeks
ago to a figure of around 25 000 this weck. This
has created problems. It was announced previ-
ously to the Chamber that when the lamb kill
reduced to the stage that Robb Jetty Abaitoir
could handle it comfortably, the operation would
be concentraled on that abattoir which is able to
work more efficiently, and that is what is hap-
pening.

T have endeavoured to keep Midland Junclion
Abattoir afloat by various means. The member
for Warren stated correctly that the commission
had been investigating the possibility of some
type of lease arrangement in an endeavour to keep
it operational, Let me say that part of the problem
at Midland Junction Abattoir—and it is only part
of the problem—is the award by which the
workers are covered.

Originally the pig floor was to be closed as
well and unfortunately we had lost one of the
bigger operators. However, there are very definile,
encouraging indications that we may be able to
obtain a number of operators which will enable
the Midland Junction pig floor to be kept in
operation. In fact it is almost a certainty that
we will be able to do so. It is my personal desire
to keep it going, because it is the only export pig
floor in Western Australia. That is not terribly
important, because there is not a big export trade;
but we do have a moderate export trade to Maur-
itius and it is, therefore, very handy to have
Midland Junction Abattoir to cater for that par-
ticular trade,

1 can give the honourable member an assur-
ance that the Government is putting the chains
under care and maintenance. Originally the WA
Meat Commission recommended to the Govern-
ment that the chains should be mothballed. When
1 went into the ramifications of mothballing 1
found that to bring them into operation again
could take up to six or cight months, because all
the motors are lacquered and everything has to
be taken 1o pieces and started again. Instead of
putting it in mothballs, 1 suggested we should



[Thursday, 23rd November, 1978)

keep it under care and maintenance, thus em.
ploying a certain number of engineers. This will
ensure that, as and when the Midland Junction
Abaltoir is required, it can be opened within a
matter of days,

i bave given an assurance that there will be
an adequate kill for the peak lamb season and 1
reilerate that assurance tonight. That is the rea-
son the Midiand Junction Abattoir will be under
care and maintenance.

South Ausiralia is held up to me as a shining
example of how one should run a State-owned
meatworks. In case the honourable member did
not happen to see an article in the paper approxi-
mately two days ago, I should like to advise him
that SAMCOR, despite the fact that it has
downgraded the Gepps Cross works from a local
works to an export works, is in trouble. The
article speculated, as a resull of information re-
ceived—I do not know whether or not it was
from the Government—that the indications were
the Josses would be a great deal higher this year
than they were last year,

This is causing concern to the Government and
the article went on to say that investigations are
being made into the sale or lease of Gepps Cross.
That is a fairly drastic move and it is one which
we afe not taking in this State despite the rumours
circulating that we intend to demolish the Mid-
land Junction Abattoir and sell the land for real
estate. This is not so. However, we have to plan
ahead, because in the foreseeable future circum-
stances will dictate that an abbatoir is not ac-
cepiable in a built-up area such as Midland. The
Government acknowledges this and it has spent
a preat deal of money in an endeavour 1o keep
under control the objeclionable odours emitted
from the Midland Junction Abattoir. We have
succeeded to a large degree in achieving this aim,
but the time will come when an industry such as
the livestock industry will not be acceptable in the
middle of what is becoming a built-up area.

When that situation occurs the Government
will have to be ready and it will have to have
available a site at least to erect a minimal type
of works to cater for the lamb kill which J hope
and am sure will be ever-increasing.

Mr Meclver: There is plenty of land in Nor-
tham.

Mr OLD: I agree with the honourable mem-
ber. 1 believe the Northam Council is very inter-
ested in looking at the siluation itself,

In regard to saleyards, members are probably
aware that the Farmers' Union has indicated
it would prefer to see the saleyards closed. ]
do not go along with that suggestion. A working
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party has been Jooking at the subject and it js
due to report 16 me within the next couple of
days. I understand the report I shall receive will
be inconclusive; in other words, one side will
say the saleyards should be closed, and the other
side will say they should be kept open.

Tt is essential that the Midland saleyards be
kept open; but in time evolution will dictate that
they be phased out and that stock will be sold
on the hook by classification. Anybody who is
involved in the stock industry will recognise this
fact. The stotk firm will still have a very major
part to play in the sale not only of fat stock, but
also of store stock which is a very big industry
and many saleyards cater mainly for store stock
at this stage.

The member for Warren mentioned a couple
of items on which 1 shall have to comment
briefly. One matter related (o the natural disaster
relief fund. I can only say I am extremely proud
of the record of this Government in relation to
its handling of natural disasters. For the first time
in history low-interest loans have been made avail-
able to people who have suffered as the result
of a natural disaster. It would be most unfair
for a person to indicate that those loans have not
been generous both in size and in distribution.

Certainly we are concerned aboul the formula
regarding Stale contributions and we have
taken some aclion in an endeavour to
have it rationalised; but that will not effect
the availability of funds for natural disaster relief,
becanse an amount has been budgeted which will
allow us to receive the same amount of money.
In other words, we have budgeted on the new
formula, because we know that we have to be
prepared for natural disasters at any time.

Further, 1 appreciate the concern of the mem-
ber for Warren, because it is a matier which is
of concern to all of us.

With regard to the money held in reserve by
the Ege Marketing Board 1 should like to say
1 am currently looking into this matter. 1 cannot
give a specific answer tonight; but the Egg Board
is conscious of the necessily for a reserve lo
replace some of its machinery and also te creatc
more storage. Members are well aware that cur-
rently an operation is taking place south of the
river—members know where it is, although 1
cannot recall the name of the suburb at this time
—and an operation is taking place also at Robb
Jetty. 1t would be of advantage to the Egg Board
if it could centralise its operations.

J do not think this would be witra vires the

Act; but T am certainly not able to make that
statement here 1lonight. The Auditor General
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would be very quick to point out to the Egg
Marketing Board that its actions were ulira vires
if in fact they were. A programme of expendi-
lure by the Egg Marketing Board will be made
availabie soon.

We have liberalised licences in the north. Since

the passing of the amendment to the Act a
number of livences have been issued north of the
26th parallel. [ am issuing them currently as
upplied for, becavse | do not feel we are in a
position to say, "You can have so many and you
cannot.” If someone applies for a licence to run
1000 birds, and if he gives an undertaking to
comply with the Act, the licence will be issued
to run the | 000 birds. Obviously there must be a
stop, but presently we are issuing enough licences
in ithe north in an endeavour lo provide eggs
focally to people in the north-west.

There is no way in the world we could adopt
the same system in a place such as Bunbury, as
much as [ would like to, because the honourable
member is well aware that hen licences are negoti-
able and as such they have a value, It is impos-
sible to take away a ticence from someone and give
it to someone else. If a person in Bunbury wants
a licence, he can go onto the market and buy it.

Mr H. D. Evans: What is the position in regard
lo the prognosis of marketing? New licences will
have to be issued eventually,

Mr OLD: At this stage licences are still being
cut 50 we have not reached that happy situation
yel. Those are my comments, Sir.

Vote: Agriculiure, $25 356 000—put and passed,
Part 5: Minister for Works and Tourfsm:—

DR DADOUR (Subiaco) [10.16 p.m.1: My
problem concerns Shenton Park, Any person who
has recently moved through Shenton Park, Dag-
lish, Jolimont, Subiaco, and Floreat Park will
have noticed a most repulsive smell. I refer to the
smell which comes from the sewerage works at
Shenton Park. As far as | am concerned, this has
been a constant indictment of the Government,
and it has been going on for a long time. In fuct,
it has worsened. Farlicr this year [ wrote to the
previous Minister for Works, and [ pointed out to
him that the stench was becoming worse. Some
work was done in an ¢ffort to obviate the smell.
but two weeks ago it changed its quality. Before
the recent treatment, there was some slight doubt
that the smell might not have been sewage, but
since the new treatment has been instituted there
certainly is no doubt. It can be cut with a knife.
It is a stinking faecal smell. It reminded me of
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the yarn about the man who found a bugle in
the sewage; he blew motions out of it. [ think
that is self-explanatory.

Mr Pearce: Do you know any better jokes?

Dr DADOUR: The letter { wrote to the then
Minister for Works was dated the l6th March,
1978, and was as follows—

Dear Mr O'Connor,

I wish to bring to your attention the stench
that emanates from the Sewerage works in
Shenton Park, and which hovers over parts
of my Electorate, | do realise that the
stench is not dangerous Lo life, but My God,
it can be unbearable. Now, irrespectiv: of
the unusual climatic conditions of this sum-
mer, the stench is always there in varying
degree. [ would like to remind you that wc
are living in the 20th century and this bloody
stench is unacceptable and intolzrable.

Past Ministers” answers have been unsatis-
factory; either it is due to the stillness of
the air or ¢lse it is due to the heat, but 1 will
remind you Lhat the smell is still there! Now,
for the solution, It has just got to stop, the
concept is entirely wrong. We need to have
our priorities correctly assessed, so the
system must change and it appears to me
that a number of Parliamentarians and
Public Servants have gone to other countries
and studied their waste disposal problems.
Why can we not learn from them? [ do know
it is expensive but Lthen so is building of hos-
pitals and schoels and surely a priocily
would be to get rid of the smell for [ can
assure you that the capital outlay in health
and schools should be of a very very low
order.

This Government of ours is as stagnant
as the smell in Shenton Park. 1 await your
reply and [ hope you get on with it.

Yours sincerely,
The Minister replied to my letter and, after
acknowledging it, he told me what was needed:
a sum of $13 million to upgrade the sewerage
works. Apparently that was too much to spend,
so the department settled for the advice of two
Americans, A news release dated the 27th July,
1978, referred to this malter and states—

The Minister for Water Supplies, Mr R. J.

O'Connor, said today the Metropolitan Water

Board hopes that odour problems at the

Shenton Park sewerage treatment plant will

be a thing of the past.

Abgut $250 000 will be spent this financial

year on dosing the sewage in the main

sewers with sodium hydroxide.
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This, says overseas consultants, should
combat the organism and the chemical reac-
tions within the mains, which have in the
past produced offensive smells.

Last month two American experts, Mr
Robert Kachinski and Mr Anton Kalinske,
visited Perth to study the problem. They are
both vice-presidents of Camp, Dresser and
McKee, America’s biggest environmental
engineering firm,

The consultants also recommend that raw
sewage at the treatment plant should not
be pre-aerated but that the present chlorina-
tion be continued.

With these changes they anticipate the modi-
fied activated sludge process can be operated
at a higher concentration, thereby improv-
ing plant efficiency.

The Board has adopted these recommenda-
tions and has already established three
chemical dosing points,

More detailed testing is being continued
under manual control, pending delivery of
automatic control equipment.

The plant will be operated under the changed
mode through the coming summer.

The Consultants have also recommended thal
the MWB continves ils investigations of the
use of hydrogen peroxide and pure oxygen
for improving the treatability of waste-
water, and measures will be tried in the
other plant systems.

The Consultants are also being asked by the
Board to review the treatment plant units
and advise whether any of these should be
renewed or modified for the future.

I do not know what happened but 1 can tell mem-
bers that the stench became worse than ever. The
stench has nothing to do with the strike which
recenlly occurred; it was there long before the
strike. What 1 go crook about is that the smell
emanaites in Floreat Park. 1 do not know what
the local member does about it, but I know that
1 am trying to do something for my electors, A
sum of 5250000 has beer spent and wasted be-
cause the smell is still there. It is nauseating.
| have received a number of calls about it, and
about how much worse it had become.

We will celebrate our 150th birthday next year
and the smell will not be a very good advertise-
ment for Western Australia.

Mr Davies: They will be able 1o can it.

Mr Bryce: Make it a vintage year!
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Dr DADOUR: The treatment plant is in
Floreat Park where people paid high prices for
Jand, with the smell thrown in. The smell has
been there for a long time, and 1 obiject to it
coming into the Subiaco electorate, Tt is all
right if the smell stays only in Floreat Park, or
if it goes to Scarborough, but 1 do not want
it in my electorate. Unfortunately, as a result
of some tree felling near the treatment plant.
the smell now spreads 1o Subiaco, Daglish, and
Jolimont, which are all in my electorate.

The stench from the treatment plant will remind
us that we are 150 years old—judging by the
smell. It is obvious that the consultants from
America are trying to kill us off as they did
Phar Lap.

Mr Bertram: They try to kilt off all the cham-
pions.

Dr DADOUR: There is a need for some prio-
rity with regard to these works. They are over-
loaded, most certainly, and something has to be
done very quickly.

Mr Bertram: There was a lot of publicity a
couple of months ago. It was supposed 1o be al!
fixed up.

Dr DADOUR: 1 have just read out the refer-
ence. A photograph appeared in the northern
supplement of The West Australian dated the 5th
April, 1978. It shows the Minister for Works
at the time (Mr O'Connor)}, the Minister for
Industrial Development, and three people from
the department. I was invited to atlend on that
occasion but I could not make it. However, the
smell is there and it has to go. We have to look
at the overall picture. A sum of $13 million is
not very much when one thinks about what has
been spent already.

Mr Bertram: That is as much money as the
interest accrued on shori-term invesiments.

Dr DADOUR: A considerable sum of money
is wasted on buildings, and it scems that priorities
do not exist in this State. [ always thought
we had some prioritics or some form of guidelines
about capital expenditure. 1t is quite abvious thal
sewerage takes last place.

A sum of 312 million, $13 million, or $14
million is needed to put things in order. Ample
land is available at Shenton Park; it was originally
part of the university endowment land about which
I spoke the other day. However, that does not
make the situation any better or any worse.

We have our 150th anniversary next year, and
we do not wanl that smell 10 be with us then.
If it is still with us, we do not want anyone to
know about it.
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I notice also under this itemn that some money
will go from the Consolidated Revenue Fund into
loans.

Mr Bertram: That is a popular trick now.

Mr DADOUR: The money goes into buildings.
I want to make the statement that I will vole
against item 27 for the simple reason that if any
of that money is going towards the northern block
of the Royal Perth Hospital, [ do not want any-
thing to do with it. [ cannot live with that sort
of thing.

We talk about priorities in Western Australia.
Well, almost $100 million will be spent on the
north block of the Royal Perth Hospital, which is
not needed. The priority does not exist, and how
the expenditure came about 1 will never know,
[ had been given a firm undertaking that this
would not oceur, but it did,

Mr Bertram: How much will it cost?

Dr DADOUR: It will cost $100 million in the
long term by the time it is equipped. And it will
not provide one bed.

Mr Bertram: How much is coming owl of
revenue?

Dr DADOQUR: 1 have not been able to ascertain
where all the money will come from, but
$9 570 000 will come from Consolidated Revenue
under item No. 27.

Mr H. D. Evans: What is the north block for?

Dr DADOUR: To provide hetter Facilities for
those working there. We have more teaching heds
than we need. I want it known that | will voic
against money for the building of the north hlock.
This will be eight storeys of sheer luxury—and we
are sweltering here without air-conditioning.

[ have already referred to the most intportant
ilem of sewerage, Members are welcome to visit
my electorate and to have a good old sniff. The
smell goes up Selby Street, Nash Street, under
the Nicholson Road Subway, and takes a sweup
up Gloster Street. 1 do not know why L'ie people
in Gloster Street shonld cop the smell. I dJoes
not go to the luke.

Mr Bertram: What about Perry Lak 7

Dr DADOUR: If the member goes running
there, ke will run out of wind v:ry quickly. When
the easterly wind is blowing the smell goes hack
to Floreat; where it should be 1 thank you for
your indulgence, Mr Chairman.

MR BRYCE (Ascot—Deputy Leader of the
Opposition) [10.32 p.m.]: | would like to refer
to two specific iterns in this part. The member for
Subiaco commenied very briefly on the lack of
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air<onditioning in Parliament House, and I wish
to refer to this, and also to the plight of the work
force at the State Engineering Works,

[ am surprised and somewhat disappointed that
there is na reference in the Estimates to the air-
conditioning of Parliament House. | realise that
the total sum could not be provided in one Budget,
but surely some amount could be set aside for
some part of the building.

Obviously the Minister for Works will be the
Minister responsible for providing this service.
No member in the Chamber at the moment could
argue against the need for air-conditioning. We
frequently have visitors to this building from our
own electorates, from interstate, and from over-
seas, and it is amazing how frequently these
visitors express surprise that the State’s capital
building is not air-conditioned. I hasten to add,
for the record, that that statement is not (rue
for the entire building. The bar is air-conditioned,
and one wonders whether that is because, in the
view of some people, the big decisions are made
and the hard work is done there, The dining room
is air-conditioned,

Mr Skidmore: You must be joking now.

Mr BRYCE: Presumably that is to impress
visitors; both the Cabinet and the general dining
reom are air-conditioned.

Mr Coyne: It would not be because it is more
practical to do those areas, would it?

Mrc BRYCE: | will come to the question of
practicality. It is mind-boggling to realise that the
new wing is not air-condilioned. This would be
the only building of any size and substance
erected in our capital city in the last 10 years
that is not air-conditioned. That is not because
of a mutter of practicality.

Mr Coyne: 1s your home air-conditioned?

Mr BRYCE: No, my home is not aic-con-
ditioned.

Mr Coyne: Neither is mine, and I can put up
with the 4 days a year it is uncomfortable,

Mr BRYCE: Might { say: bully for the mem-
ber for Murchison-Eyre! He muy one day wake
up and realise that his sleepy lack of productivity
may be improved if he has the opportunity to
work in an air-conditioned building. That is the
consensus of the work force generally. [ am not
referring to my own productivity; if it becomes
too miserably uncomfortable here, | work in my
constituency office which, | am pleased to say, is
air-conditioned.

This is not just a matter of the productivity of
members of Paitiament; we mnst ¢onsider the
people who spend their working lives here. The



[Thursday, 23rd November, 1978]

library is another section of the building that is
air-conditioned, and 1 presume that is for the
benefit of the books!

If one works in the bar or in the library, Par-
liament House is not too bad a place to work, but
1 would like to make a plea on behalf of all the
secretaries who work in the front section of the
building—the only part of the building in which
1 have been domiciled during my seven years here
—where the poor conditions are chronic. It is not
just a question of the hot air generated in this
Chamber, and every member, including the mem-
ber for Darling Range, has expressed in one way
or another his dissatisfaction with the lack of
airconditioning in the Chamber in the last few
days,

T am not suggesting that this State should find
an enormous amount of money 10 rival the
extravagance of a decision made earlier today in
the national capital. Apparently all the IFederal
members of Parliament have decided that it is
quite justifiable to spend between $150 million
and $250 million on a new national Parlioment
House. 1 am not advocating anything like that,
but T am advocating that over a period >f years
we should work towards air-conditioning the
building.

T am not being critical of this Govarnment
alone; I raised this matter when [ was a back-
bencher in the Tonkin Government and 1 was
advised that no Government would be game
enough 1o raise the money to air-condition Parlia-
ment House. | now have the distinct impression
that that stalement was quite true.

Mr MacKinnon: How much would it cost?

Mr Jamieson; The last estimate was about $3.5
milfion,

Mr BRYCE: That is a fairly significant sum.
However, I do not shrink from the problem.. We
cannot put off a decision interminably. A sen-
sible approach would be to allocate a sum of
money in each Budget. Another approach would
be to extend the air-conditioning in the building
into every practical place. 1 disbelieved it a few
years ago when someone suggested that the
library would be air-conditioned, but for some
unknown reason that did happen. T applaugd the
decision. We should look at the sections of the
buildings which can be air-conditioned most inex-
pensively.

If one is Jucky enough to be the House Con-
troller or his secretary, the Leader of the Op-
position or hijs secretary, then one enjoys air-
conditioned working facilities, The people who
work in the bar, the library, and the dining room
are also lucky. However, if one happens io be
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the Speaker, the President, or “just” an ordin-
ary member of Parliament, or a staff member 1o
any of those people, then one dare not raise
one's voice in any forum to suggest that one's
work place ought to be air<conditioned,

It is time someone suggested a scheme. The
extensions to this Parliament cost nearly $400 000
and looking at them it does make one wonder
whether the Joint House Commiltee alone should
grapple with this particular problem. It seems
to me that with the amount involved the decision
should be made by the Government.

It is staggering that a building as expensive
and significant as the extension wing to this
Parliament was erected without the inclusion of
air-conditioning.

1 would like to refer also to the State Engin-
eering Works, as this comes within the responsi-
bilities of the Minister for Works, Members are
probably aware that of the approximate 320 to
330 people permanently and full-time employed
by the State Engincering Works, approximately
50 face a distinctly uncertain future with the
prospect of retrenchment staring them in the
face.

During the course of a debate on another sub-
ject a short time ago, the Minister for Indusirial
Development and Mines indicated that the Gov-
ernment was not the slightest bit concerned about
the welfare of State-owned enterprises or instru-
mentalities. He jndicated in no uncertain terms
that the Government's ideological commitment
was 1o private enterprise, and so it devoled its
energies, resources, and time, to that end.

In this year of 1978 we are facing a situation
where more people are out of work than at any
other time in the State’s history since the depres-
sion; and yet, at the same time, the Minister for
Works indicates that the Government is prepar-
ing to quite callously retrench—a nice euphemism
for the word “sack”—50 (radesmen, essentially
boilermakers and carpenters, at the State Engin-
eering Works. There is a very simple explanation
for this, but a number of reasonable alternatives
which would save the jobs of these workers are
open to the Government. The Government is
well aware of these alternatives,

According to the Budget papers, the State
Engineering Works should make a profit of
$600 000 in the forthcoming financial year. Con-
trary to the suggestion made to the Chamber
by way of interjection by the member for Gas-
coyne during an earlier debate on this subject,
the State Engineering Works has a very proud
history of profitability over a long period of
years, unlike so many other “bogeys” such as
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Westrail and the MTT. These instrumentalitics
are blandly disregarded as public enterprise or
public utilities, and they have continuously made
a loss, Since its inception the State Engineering
Works has contributed between $5 million and
$6 million to the Consolidated Revenue of this
State, For the last five or six years, without
exception, the State Engineering Works has oper-
ated with a surplus.

Mr Bertram: How much per year?

Mr BRYCE: | do not have the annual figures,
but the total surplus is somewhere between $5
million and $6 miltion, which goes straight into
the Consolidated Revenue.

The reality is that because the Government is
allowing its actions to be dominated by the tun-
ael vision which results from wearing a set of
fairly inflexible ideological blinkers, it is pre-
pared to say to the workers at the State Engin-
eering Works, “For ideological reasons we ate
prepared to sack you and we are making provi-
sion for this in this year’s Budget.” This year's
allocation to the salaries and wages at the State
Engincering Works bhas been -reduced by
$391 000 from the previous financial year. It is
obvious the Government is getting ready to sack
these people and is taking the financial con-
siderations in hand at this siage. It is doing its
bookwork and its homework, geiting ccady for
the day it will sack these men for ideological
reasons,

[ wonder how many Ministers of this Govern-
ment would have the courage to go down to the
State Engineering Works, hop up on a stump, and
tell those very clever and hard-working tradesmen,
“We are going to sack you because of our ideo-
logical beliefs. We do not approve of you work-
ing for the State Engineering Works and making
a profit. We are going to sack you despite the
fact you have worked on so many Government
projects, and despite the fact the State Engin-
eering Works has been a very profitable enter-
prise. We will overlook the fact we have bud-
geted for a profit of $600 000 this year. Although
we can afford to pay your wages, we are going
to sack you for ideological reasons.”

This Government has in its hand the solulion
to the problem which confronts the State Engin-
eering Works, Like so many other enginecring
companies in Western Australia, the State Engin-
cering Works needs conmtracts. As [ understand
it, at present there are approximately 15 major
Government contracts ranging from work which
needs to be done for the State Energy Commis-
sion and various Government departments to a
whole range of other works, and some of these
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contracts should be given to the State Engineer-
ing Works. Even if only one or two contracts
were given to the works, that would be sufficient
to justify the retention of the present level of the
work force.

It really is the epitome of duplicity for a
Government to say on the hustings that within a
short space of time the people of Western Aus-
tralia would be back at work and then, in vari-
ous ways over a long period—because four years
certainly is a long period—to express its con-
cern about people without jobs and about the
rising rate of unemployment and yet at the same
time, being prepared to sack 50 peopte who
work at the State Engineering Works.

All the Government needs to do is one of two
things: It can decide to use some of the esti-
mated profit of $600 000 for 1978-79 to pay the
salaries of these people to keep them employed,
or it can solve the problem on the basis of
sensible, ¢economic viability by allocating one or
more of these very important Government con-
tracts which need to be fulfilled. I[nstead the
Government is preparing to spend millions of
dollars with private enterprise.

Sir Charles Court: Are you fully informed
as to the way in which the State Engineering
Works obtains its work, and that the Government
is embarking on a programme of capital invest-
ment at the State Engineering Works?

Mr BRYCE: 1 am fully informed that the
capital investment to which the Premier refers
involves the allocation of $1 million to rebuild
the foundry, and that there is a range of other
aspects relating to machinery, plant, and equip-
ment.

Sir Charles , Court: It defeats your own argu-
ment. Yo are giving the impression that, for
ideological reasons, the place is being shut down.
It is quite the rcverse. The people at the State
Engineering Works would be very grateful for
the Government’s rehabilitation programme.

Mr BRYCE: Is the Premier prepared lo tell
this Committee now that he is quite happy to
put his ideological prejudices to one side and
ensure that the State Engineering Works receives
a significant contract?

Sir Charles Court: The State Engineering Works
has been very happy with its share of the engi-
neering indusiry of this Stale over a long period.
You are obviously not informed about how it
competes for its work, and the type of work it
carries out.

Mre BRYCE: | am welil informed.
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Sir Charles Court: Somebody should inform
you more fully. What you are saying is, “To hell
with the people who work in private enterprise!”

Mr BRYCE: No, I am not. What 1 have been
trying to do in the last 15 minutes is penetrate
the Premier’s thick hide in respect of the fact
that he is sitting in the box seat; he has the solu-
tion in the palm of his hand. He does not need
to retrench these 50 people. All he has to do—

Sir Charles Court: Is sack some other men.

Mr BRYCE: [ am not suggesting that a1 all.
If the State Engineering Works is allocated a
coople of the IS5 significant Government contracts
about to be let, the Premier will not need to sack
these men. Instead, however, he is prepared to
make a conscious decision as the Leader of the
Government not to lift a finger to help this
utility, but to sack 50 men—men with wives and
children.

Sir Charles Court: You are talking absolute rot!

Mr BRYCE: The Premier knows very well that
if his Government wanted to influence one of
these decisions—

Sir Charles Court: I am not going to direct
work to the State Engineering Works.

Mr BRYCE: Of course not, because the Premier
is ideologically opposed to the principle of a
Government works making a profit, and operating
successfully in private enterprise. He would much
rather sack 50 men from an enterprise which has
run profitably for a long time, and give the work
to private enterprise. T am sure that if the
Premier thought he could make a quid out of it,
he would probably selt the works tomorrow,

Sir Charles Court: Other than that, we could
sack other people.

Mr BRYCE: No, 1 am suggesting that as the
head of the Government, the Premier has a
responsibility to ensure that those 50 men are nol
sacked, that their families are not faced with the
prospect of unemployment.

Sir Charles Court: You are saying the Govern-
ment should sack others.

Mr BRYCE: No, | am saying the Government
should allocate a littte more work to the Staic
Engineering Works.

Sir Charles Court: You are the type of person
who makes Governments withdraw from carrying
out rehabilitation programmes.

Mr Mensaros: You are wrong about this. The
State Engineering Works has never competed for
major projects. They have a large part of the
subcontracting work force.
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Mr Jamieson: They are not allowed te compete
for those contracts.

Sir Charles Court: It has a very defined role,
and you are doing your darndest to upset it.

Mr BRYCE: And for ideological reasons, the
Premier is quite happy to do to the State Engi-
neering Works what he did 10 the State Govern-
ment Insurance Office. 1 am sure that if the
Premier had a few friends in his constituency who
thought they could make a quid out of the State
Engineering Works he would sell it to them
tomorrow and he would set a very low price, too.
The Premier’s predecessor even ook the foundry
equipment out of the works.

Sir Charles Court: We are trying io rehabilitate
it.

Mr BRYCE: 1 am talking about the Brand
Government. The Premier should not sit there
and suggest he is sympathetically disposed to this
industry. We will find out next week; that will
be the acid test.

Sir Charles Court: There was only one small
pari—the forging pari—which was taken out of it.
The programme at the moment i5 aimed at reha-
bilitating the works. Give credit where credit is
due. If you want us to sack men in private
enterprise, you should say so.

Mr BRYCE: I will not say that, because that
is not my intention. However, | am not concerned
only about private enterprise. The Premier well
knows the ideclogical difference between members
on this side, and those who sit behind him. We
believe in providing the people with work.

Sir Charles Court: Get your facts right. You are
not telling a fair story. You are doing the State
Engineering Works an injustice and a disservice.

Mr BRYCE: The Premier knows that by this
time next week the Government will have had to
make a very serious decision on this matter. He
knows that simply by waxing eloguent in this
place and creating more hot air, and aggravating
the problems for the rest of vs, due to the lack of
air-conditioning, he will not solve this problem.
His hovercraft theory will not work in this case,
because by this time next week, 50 men and their
families will be facing unemployment. T under-
stand that all but two or three of these people are
skilled tradesmen, such as boilermakers, carpen-
ters, and the like.

Sir Charles Court: Tell uvs which contracts you
want the State Engineering Works to get so that
we can establish which tradesmen in private indus-
try will need to be sacked.

Mr BRYCE: Could I remind the Premier that
he has the solution to the problem of retrench-
ments?
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Sir Charles Court: There is only so much
money.

Mr BRYCE: The allocation for salaries and
wages this year is nearly $400000 less than last
year. That is a net reduction on the amount of
money allocated to the State Engineering Werks.

Sir Charles Court: Don't you realise thut is
their budget, and that these people submit a
budget just like an ordinary business?

Mr BRYCE: Presumably that indicales the de-
cision has already been made.

Sir Charles Court: That was the budget submit-
ted by the works, as a trading concern. You had
better go down there and have a talk to the
management.

Mr BRYCE: [ will be there tomorrow, uagain.
It will not be the first time [ have been down
there,

Sir Charles Court: You are not doing the works
any credit by your propaganda.

Mr BRYCE: The Premier should have his at-
tention drawn to the fact there are-1wo selutions
to this problem. It is not just a questivn of his
Government putting a bit of work through to the
State Engineering Works. He could ensure that
these men are retained by utilising soms of the
$603 000 surplus expected this financial year.
Whilst the works have had a liquidity problem
in the last few years, that money certainly can
be used for salaries and wages this year.

I wish to conclude my remarks by saying it
is very fine for the Premier to try to argue that
the Labor Party wants to see people in privale
enterprise put out of work. However, he knows
that is palpably untrue. We do not want to see
anybody sacked. We want to see at least 98 per
cent of the work force of this State—the realistic
economic definition of full employment, apart
from people who are seasonally out of work—
back in employment. The Premier knows that is
our position and | for one will not tolerate him
altempting to mislead the public in this respect.
He knows full well we do not want to iee people
sacked in any feld of employment.

He also knows that if he were genuinely syin-
pathetic to the people working at the State Engin-
ering Works, he could do something *ro.n the
position where he sits, calling the shots, to ensure
those people are not unnecessarily sacked next
week.

MR JAMIESON (Welshpool) [10.58 pm.): I
wish first to deal with the Ord River scheme, the
farming projects vnder way up there, and the
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assistance being given to those farmers. Al pre-
sent, experimental work is continuing on the
Ord.

Earlier this year, I wrote to the Premier on
this matter because | felt that sooner or later
we would have to arrive at some sort of base
crop. We have been going around in circles
and not getting anywhere for too long. The
people who, in the first place, claimed the Ord
River would be a white elephant are quite happy
with Lhe present situation and as each day passes.
they receive further justification for adopling that
pessimistic outlook. However, I would hate to
think we have such an asset in the north of which
we are not making full use,

| see the possibility of getting anywhere with
the experimemiation we are presently indulging
in as being very limited. We always have high
hopes that sugar can be produced there, bul if
any more sugar is to be produced in Australia |
know one Bjelke-Petersen would be very interested
in extending his State's field of production. Hav-
ing a considerable Commaonwealth lobby, Queens-
land would get the market far quicker than we
would.

There is no reason a base crop could not be
grown, and my suggestion fo the Premier was
that experimentation should be undertaken in
the production of grain alcoho! for fuel purposes,
This has been undertaken in a number of places
around the world, The Premier’s figures seemed
quite exorbitant and heavily loaded against such
a project. They appeared to be about four times
the equivalent of the costs for such production
in Brazil. When I get my final figures | will have
more to say on this.

We should be looking at the establishment of
a pilot plant in this field, We have all the facili-
lies there to create some sort of factory environ-
ment in that we have the availability of fuel (o
provide cheap electricity in the hydro-electricity
tuil race on the dam which needs only to have
the generation equipment attached to it Thiy
would be somewhat costly, but not as costly as
other projects we are undertaking.

[ notice Lhe agricultural experiments are all
listed against the Public Works Department for
some reason or other. They should not be; they
shauld be the responsibiilty of the Department
of Agriculture. The engineering has been done;
the matters being experimented on do not include
whether or not one can move water from onc
area to another, but whether one can grow a
viable crop. We still see many items such as the
Ord River farmers™ assistance, agricultural experi-
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ments, and the sugar industry feasibility study
being listed against the engineering services of
the Public Works Department.

This should not be the case. This work should
be charged against the Department of Agriculture,
which is where it should rightly apply. There
are a number of other matters associated with the
operations at the Ord, such as the Kununurra
Airport operation to which a grant of $106 000 has
been made, There has been an allocation of
$184 000 for the cunning of the Kununurra Hos-
tel, and $42000 allocated for the Kununurra
townsite services, including publicity. Without the
possibility of getting this money back, and unless
we can find a good base crop that earns money
each year so that we do get money back, we will
be putling more and more money down the irri-
gation drains of the Ord River.

We should be setting our target at the specific
type of activity of growing grain for fuel. This
becomes like a permanent oil well because we
have the sunshine, the land, and the necessary
water. We will be able lo determine the exact
amount to be produced. Because of the vast
quantities of water available there is no possibility
of drought affecting the work in the area. There
is certainly no possibility we will not have the
suanshine, and [ cannot imagine the land will dis-
appear. This illustrates we do have the necessary
ingredients.

[ had the privilege to talk to one of the Minis-
ters of the Japanese Parliament who scemed to
be quite interested in this idea. Anything that
represents a source of oil which will not go dry
is of interest to the Japanese. T suggested he
should be doing some negoliating with the West-
ern Australian Government to try to foster such
a scheme, even if it was on the basis of sharing
the product from the project. There does not
seem to be much hope of this, because we seem
to have reached the stage where, unless someone
connected with the Liberals suggests something,
it is not considered to be a viable or reasonable
proposition. [ doubt whether any great con-
sideration will be given to this idea, but in the
long run I think this will be one of the ways we
will be able to get over the problems in the Ord
region.

The beef and grain-growing projects do not
seem to be producing all that much return and
what is needed is a big base crop that will
fill the void to allow us some development
in the area. T think if the Kimberley can be
developed to produce fuel for motor vehicles
from plant life either in the form of sugarcane—
or.a number of other varieties that are used
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throughout the world—then the same procedure
adopted at the Ord could be repeated in the Fitz-
coy and other large river basins. There would be
almost unlimited supplies of fuel produced from
such projects.

This is quite necessary for us 1o consider be-
cause beef has been over-produced. The pos-
sibility of the abattoirs in the region remaining
open and viable for any long period of time
seems to be disappearing. Our chances of getting
increased markets for our beef overseas also
seems to be very limited.

if we really could get the Japanese interested
in the area we might be able to extend our opera-
tions into some form of food production suitable
for that country, Seeing the way they produce
their food, 1 would not suggest rice should be
produced because the Japanese Government has
so much rice it is rolling out of its bins and
it is wanting people to produce less. They
find it hard to keep going with the guaranteed
price. There is a possibility of rice being grown
there for some other Asian countries.

These items, as 1 say, are still being listed as
engineering services when they are not. They
have not been for vyears, and they should be
correctly placed in some otlher part of the Esti-
mates where they can be dealt with properly in
accordance with what they are.

The other matter [ want to make some refer-
ence to is tourism. In the next year the Govern-
ment's principal Minister will be the one who
fishes in a boat at the back of Rottnest and who
is seen on television in this role. He will be
directly responsible for the [50th anniversary
celebrations. [ would like him to be reminded
again that in my opinion our money would be
better spent in advertising on overseas television
rather than our own television.

Everyone in Western Australia is acquainted
with the fact that next year will be our 150th
birthday. [If the Government wants to gather
overseas dollars—or whatever currency it might
be—it should try to do what [ have said. So
far us [ have been able to ascertain we have
not done a great deal of overseas advertising.

There are a number of other items that are
covered by part 5 of the Estimates but generally
they are mundane items, such as buildings and
salaries and the running of the Public Works
Department. They are stereolype items which
[ shall not comment on. 1 suggest the Minister
pays some attention to transferring the matters
[ mentioned to a more suitable department in
future Budget FEstimates,
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MR BERTRAM (Mt. Hawthorn) [11.10 p.m.]:
1 was interested to hear from the Depuoty Leader
of the Opposition when he was commenting on
the State Engineering Works that money is about
to be spent for new machinery, plant, and equip-
ment, and for the rebvilding of a foundry. 1
understand some of the money is coming from
loan moneys, and the rest is coming from accu-
mulated profits from the Stale Engineering Works.

1 should have thought that accumulated profits
of the State Engineering Works would be money
which would be regarded as money which belongs
not to the Loan Fund, but more properly to
the Consolidated Revenue Fund. I would be very
pleased if someone who knows the answer would
inform the Committee just how much of this
money to be used for the purposes mentioned
will actually come from accumulated profits of
the State Engineering Works, and how many years
of accumulation that represents. 1 would like 1o
know also whether the money is going into Con-
solidated Revenue before it has been paid out, or
whether the money is not going into Consolidated
Revenve at all,

My view is very clearly that the profits should
be going into Consolidated Revenue first, and
then, if it is to be spent on the State Engineering
Works, it should be sent back to it as required.
I would be most interested to know the actual
procedure of accounting. 1 would like to know
where the profits of earlier years, and no longer
in the accumulation fund, went. Did they go to
Consolidated Revenue or the Loan Fund?

The Premier has informed us he is a great
believer in compliance with the doctrine of con-
sistency in accountancy, so I imagine that he for
one would be only too pleased 10 show that what
he is doing with the profits of the State Engineer-
ing Works is consistent with what has been done
in years gane by.

I listened 10 a news item last night—T mention
this because we are speaking under the heading
of public works and buildings—and I heard some-
thing which T could not believe. 1 dismissed it
as being obviously a false news item. However,
when 1 picked up this morning’s paper the news
was there again. It was that the Government
is in the process of permitting the building of a
new structure by the SG10. 1 understand from
one of my colleagues that it will cost something
like $17 million.

Sir Charles Court: 11 is $21.7 million.
Mr BERTRAM: It seems ta be an extraordin-

ary thing for this Government to be supporting
an enterprise which is so obviously non-private
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enterprise. That is why 1 could not believe what
] saw and heard on television last night, and |
was not prepared to believe it vntil 1 saw it in
print.

It is worth remembering that the SGIO com-
menced business roughly in the 1940s at the in-
stance of a Labor Administration, and was obliged
to function for about 10 years illegally before
it was given lawful existence. Previously it was
an illegitimate organisation. Here we are only
a few years afiter that type of resistance and a
Government of the same complexion is giving
the SGIO a lift to the tune of $21,7 miilion. The
doctrine of consistency is accounting doctrine, but
apparently does not have much validity from
political and other standpoints,

So in a short space of time having 1aken every
action 1o screw the neck of the SGIO and to
squeeze it out of existence, this conservative Gov-
ernment is now giving il vitality, exira life, and
no doubt greater efficiency, to the tune of $21.7
million, bul at the same time it maintains its
limited franchise. Some ordinary, responsible
people would think 1hat if we were going to allow
an edifice worth that much to be built, the enter-
prise occupying and using it should be given
every opporiunity to justify that sort of money
and ensure that the return was adequate and
that the organisation would not have all sorts
of fetters and limitations placed upon its fran-
chise,

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr Watt): | re-
mind the honourable member that the franchisc
of the SGIO has nothing to do with the parl.
1 ask him to confine his remarks to the part.

Mr BERTRAM: 1 will certainly do  that
although 1 would have thought that the capacity
of an organisation 10 repay $21.7 million would
be extraordinarily relevani to that building. It
is directly related to it. This money must be
paid back.

Sir Charles Court: 1t has nothing 10 do with
public works,

Mr BERTRAM: Has it not?

Sir Charles Court: No, and for good reason.

Mr BERTRAM: 1 am looking at the item of
public works and buildings.

Sir Charles Court: It is not any of those either
because it is within the funds of the SGIO which
are held on behalf of policy holders anyway.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr Watl): That
being the case—



[Thursday, 23rd November, 1978]

Mr BERTRAM: [ think the Premier's senti-
ments are more valid on the point than yours,
Mr Deputy Chairman, but [ have now covered
the point.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: [ agree with your
observation.

Mr BERTRAM: [ would like now to deal with
the extensions to the Parliament House building
and have myself placed on record in the clearest
and most unmistakable terms that [ do not
approve of the extensions. Earlier someone inti-
mated that they would cost $400000. If that is
the right figure, [ would be staggered because
work has been in progress for months. My own
belief is that the cost will be closer to $1 million
than to $400 000. Perhaps one of these days the
evidence will be available to support that proposi-
tian.

It is most important that the public of Western
Australia should know one of the main reasons for
the extension of the building is that the number of
members of Parliament, and as a consequence the
staff is increasing. There was absolutely no
justification for the membership of this Parlia-
ment to be increased.

Mr Pearce: Fair go!
bers out of that!

Mr BERTRAM: Yes, but we drew some crabs
as welll There was absolutely no justification for
the membership to be increased by six—two in
the so-called upper House and four down here.
[ have gone through all this before, but it is
highly relevant. 1t is one thing to tell the people
of Western Australia there is no justification for
it and it is another to tell them why. The people
of Western Australia are entitled to know because
they are paying for that venture. They are pay-
ing for the Premier's little venture of increasing
the numbers for the obvious purpose of giving
himself more power. They are paying for it and
will pay for it in perpetuity.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr Watt): Order!
| appreciate the argument the honourable member
is trying to develop, but he must confine himself
to public buildings and not develop an argument
on electoral matters.

Mr BERTRAM: That almost has the effect of
precluding me from developing my argument at
all. The fact of the matter is that it is a public
building. The Premier has not interjected with
the explanation that this building does not come
within this part.

Sir Charles Court: [ did not refer to this build-
ing. This is a public building. [ was talking
about ihe SGIO,

We got some good mem-
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Mr BERTRAM: That is so. In other words
there is no question on this occasion that I am
permitted in the broad to talk about the extensions
to this building.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: [ will explain my
point of view. [ have already indicated I have
no objection to your discussing the building or
the reason for its existence. I am telling you
that you must not develop an argument on elec-
toral matters.

Mr BERTRAM: [ will not do that, but it is
difficult to know just precisely where the {ine must
be drawn.

The fact of the malter is that because of deci-
sions taken by this Parliament and this Govern-
ment in respect of which it had no mandate or
authority at all there is a need for greater accom-
modation here and the extension of this building,
which [ estimate will cost at least $1 million, is
one of those costs, and it is important thai the
people of Western Australia should know that
they are paying for this little venture about which
they were not asked for an opinion or authority.
They are having to pay for it. In the case of the
building they must pay the immediate cost and
then they will be asked to pay the interest for I do
not know how many years. In addition to that they
must pay members’ salaries and office staff, and
heaven knows what else to the tune of many
hundreds of thousands of dollars per annum, That
will go on for evermore.

That is sufficient on that subject. It is most
important that the record be put straight so that
people know why the building is being erecled,
who is paying for it now, and who will be paying
for it in perpetuily.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands—Premier)
[11.23 pm.]: 1 think I should respond briefly to
the debate, in view of the fact that the Minister
is not in this Chamber and that the acting Min-
ister in this place is not here because he is at
an important Federal conference on labour and
industry. )

[ first of all refer to the State Engineering
Works. There must be some misunderstanding
about the financing of these works. The fact
is that they are being rehabilitated as a result of
a policy decision by this Government. The mem-
bers who have read the Budget speech in respect
of the General Loan Fund will know that partion
of it states that the State Engineering Works will
spend $1.7 million of which $1 million has been
allocated towards rebuilding the outdated foundry
originally completed in 1913 and a further
$696 000 on machinery, plant, and equipment re-
placement primarily for the new foundry.
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The member for Mt. Hawthorn requested jn-
formation about the SEW and its method of
accounting and how it handled its funds, I invite
his attention to pages 165 to 167 of the Auditor
General's report. The member for Mt. Haw-
thorn will find that the finances and general ac-
counting of the SEW are set out by the Auditor
General progressively for each year, and apart
from the fact that the works form part of the
Estimates we have before us, he should under-
stand that part of the funding has to come from
loan funds which are allocated by the State Gov-
ernment to the SEW and part has to come from
internal sources, Portion of that is generated
from profit, part from the depreciation allowance
and one or two other interpal things which are
generated within an organisation of this kind.

If the honourable member studies the Auditor
General’s report plus the SEW accounts he will
find there is a logical sequence from year to
year. Part of the works funds is provided by the
Government, and part from the interna! account-
ing machinery of the works themselves. I would
have thought the Deputy Leader of the Oppaosition
would be conscions of the fact that the State
Government has done something previous Gov-
ernments should have done; that is, try to re-
habilitate the works which have got to the stage
where they are not only antiquated but, in some
cases, distinctly dangerous.

Mr Davies: The Tonkin Government did quite
a lot.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The Government has
made a decision to rehabilitate the works.

Mr Davies: The Tonkin Government was doing
it progressively; it could not do it all at once.

Sir CHARLES COURT: There was a great
neglect by successive Governmenis—

Mr Davies: We could not do the whole lot in
three years.

Sir CHARLES COURT; —over a long period of
time. A programme has been embarked upon
by this Government. We could not do all the
works wanted. One day the works will have to
be shifted. I just want to remind the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition that the Government
has taken a positive step to improve the working
conditions—

Mr Davies: Belatedly.
Sir CHARLES COURT: —and improve safety,

thereby making the works more competitive and
giving them more sustained life,
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The member for Welshpool referred to the Ord
and asked why so much of the accounting is
within the Public Works portfolio. There is good
and historic reason and he should know. It is.
all part of the work of the Sir Norman Young
committee to make some recommendations in
respect of the future programme of the Ord. The
committee is well known because its work has
been well publicised and its report should be
available within the next few months. The com-
mittee will also determine the future administra:
tion of the Ord and how best it can be handled
whether on research, farming operations, or the
straightout commitment in respect of engineering,
and so on. I believe that not necessarily by the
time we reach the next Budget, but possibly by
the time we reach the following Budget, we
could see a complete alteration in the method
of accounting of the Ord scheme as a resuit of
the outcome of the Sir Norman Young report,
although T will not give this as an assurance be.
cause there could be reasons against it.

The other point to which I wish to refer was
raised by the member for Subiaco and it is a
vexed one and has caused every Government for
some Yyears a great amount of difficulty. The
problem always becomes mtore troublesome when
the summer comes, but I assure the honourable
member that the Government is moving as fast
and as effeclively as it can to get the world's
best brains behind the present engineering capac-
ity we have to determine that the best decision is
made, the money is spent correctly and the best
timetable is followed in connection with the work.

In the light of the present financial situation 1
could not be precise as to when the major com-
mitment for an improvement in that obnoxious
situation can be undertaken.

Vote: Public Works and Buildings, $45 599 000
—puit and passed.

Vote: Department of Tourism, $3 311 000—

Item No. 6. Grants and Advances for Tourist
Facilities, 3350 000—

Mr H. D. EVANS: The decrease in the amount
from $392000 to $350000 gives cause for con-
cern. With the sesquicentennial celebrations fast
approaching 1 woold have imagined that amount
would be increased rather than decreased, and
for good reason. Obviously there will be an
influx of tourists, and the lourist bureaus of
this State, even those in the private field, which
wish to provide facilities of many Xkinds for
tourists will be pressed for the finance to do it.
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I point out by way of illustration that a booth
on the Eyre Highway is manned by voluntary
members of the various country tourist bureaus.
Instead of being financed as a tourist facility, we
find people sitting out in a caravan for several
days and being relieved by another couple, which
is not a very businesslike approach to tourism.
A voluntary booth set up to provide information
to tourists coming into Western Australia must
appear to be rather homespun in comparison with
the much more effective and experienced opera-
ltions in countries such as New Zealand and cer-
tainly those in Europe. It is difficult to under-
stand why there cannot be some assistance for
that, and perhaps we could get an explanation.

On the grants and advances side, there is a
need for (ourist facilities of many kinds. [ have
made reference, both in this Chamber and by way
of letter to the appropriate Ministers, to the
prospect of the Donnelly River mill site becoming
available for a tourist development of some sort.
This is an opportunity which will not occur again.
The Shannon River mill which was closed down
in 1969 would be an ideal spot for some form
of tourist accommodation, and it could be done
on various levels with various gradings of ac-
commodation from a relatively cheap family unit
to a luxury-type unit which would appeal to
another class of tourist.

The Donnelly River mill which will shortly be
available comprises a number of State Housing
Commission homes which will become redundant
from the point of view of Bunnings Limited which
holds them under a guaranteed rent agreement
arrangement. When this agreement is relinquished
and the houses revert Lo the commission, they will
provide a very good basis from which an opera-
tion can commence. Whether it is done by a
leasechold arrangement with some syndicate, firm,
or individual remains to be seen. What is needed
at the present time is some urgent planning and
a small amount of finance to enable the planning
to proceed. This has not eventuated up to this
time, and a cutback on this item gives cause for
alarm.

The tourist potential of the lower south-west
is being developed rather rapidly. {t must be
remembered in Western Australia we have 2
number of tourist attractions of world standard,
including the mining areas of the Pilbara which,
being so far away, can be disregarded in the
normal considerations of tourism. We have
extensive beaches and the caves in the Naturaliste
Ridge area which would certainly equal anything

in the world. We also have the forests, embracing
(n
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the wildflowers for which the State has justly
developed a fine reputation. The new wine indus-
try also has quite a potential.

The matter of preparations needed for 1979
cannot be underestimated, and hopefully some
additional facilities will be provided in these
regions. The timber country right through la
Lecuwin has been developed by the country
bureaus from Albany to Augusta with a view to
the Eastern States tourist traffic coming into or
leaving the State through Albany.

The concept of the Leeuwin Way is excellent,
but every year there is a shortage of cacavan and
other accommodation. Every holiday period there
are overcrowded caravan parks. The laws are
all right but they cannot be enforced. The cara-
van parks simply have to take the additional
caravans that pull in; otherwise they are left out
on the road, which is an even worse situation.

The need for such things as caravan parks,
whether the assistance is provided by advances
and grants or loans specifically for this purpose,
has been neglected and must be considered further.
At the present time assistance is provided through
the auspices of the Department of Industrial
Development, usually by way of a guarantee for
a loan. It has some advantages and it allows
for certain risk situalions to be financed, but it
does not cover the full range of problems which
have become rapidly apparent in recent times,

At the conference of the country tourist bureaus
held in Manjimup last month it was pointed out
that the $10 per head departure tax should be a
source of income, in whole or in part, for tourism,
not only in Western Australia but also in other
States. It was estimaled that between $13 million
and $14 million would be gained from this tax,
and it seems the State Government has been
remarkably remiss in not having made an approach
for a portion of this funding. It would be per-
fectly justified. It is a legitimate claim for a
necessary purpose.

[ point out, too, that I have made approaches
in relation to another innovation involving a
scenic railway from Manjimup to Northcliffe. On
the Pemberton-Northcliffe section of that line
there are five bridges, the highest of which is in
excess of 100 feet. There is forest virtually all the
way and the railway would provide a classic
tourist attraction in the lower south-west. Tourist
buses could be involved to the extent of dropping
passengers at Pemberton and picking them up at
Northcliffe, the passengers having travelled
between those towns on the scenic railway.

it would have to be a sure-fire success, but it
requires some organising and perhaps even 2
diesel cailcar, which would also improve the
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service to the residents in the Northcliffe area.
It would possibly need some funding to get it
established, so it is most regrettable to see the
amount for grants and advances for tourist facili-
ties cut by something like $42000. I do not see
the reason for it. It is an item which should
have been increased rather than decreased.

The items T have referred to in my own area
certainly would not be the full list of projects
in the State which could do with financial backing.
However, those I have mentioned are certainly
practicable, and they are at the sitage where they
urgently need suppori, '

1 would be interested in a comment on the de-
crease in that amount and whether there is a
prospect of some of the revenue from the $10
departure tax being available for tourism. 1 would
also like to know whether the two tourist pro-
jects 1 have suggested would stand any considera-
tion by the Government in time for the increased
numbers of tourists who can reasonably be ex-
pected in 1979,

Sir CHARLES COURT: If the honourable
member looks at the votes for the Tourist Depart-
ment in successive years, he will find the Govern-
ment has been active in stepping up the amount
of money available for promotion purposes. We
cannot take one area in isolation. When framing
a Budget we have to look at the total commit-
ments of the Government and not one particular
department. Every Minister has his pet project,
but on the other hand we have to cut our suit
according to the cloth.

The Government has been very vigorous in its
programme of tourist promotion. We now have
more active tourist promotion in the capital cities
of the other States where we have made great
progress in the generation of the interstate tourists.

Mr R. D. Evans: It is not much good if we
have not got the facilities when they get here.

Sir CHARLES COURT: This State has many
attractions and many things are being developed.
We cannot do it all overnight. The fact is the
things that need to be developed are being de-
veloped in a very sensible way, partly by the
department itsef and partly by local initiative;
and the best of all is the local initiative.

The honourable member would know betler
than anyone in this place that there was a lot of
community involvement by Bunnings in the Don-
nelly River mill. Bunnings is a very good old
firm which has a great love for the place and
which T believe has a very close connection with
the community. It had a funciion in connection
with the closure of that place. 1 am not the
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Minister for Forests but my understanding of the
situation, just as a citizen, is that there is a lot of
consultation between the Forests Department and
Bunnings over the future of the Donnelly River
mill.

Mr H. D. Evans: I have written to the relevant
Ministers and nothing has transpired.

Sir CHARLES COURT: 1 am saying there is
very close communication on this matter between
the Forests Department and the company con-
cerned.

Mr H. D. Evans: There is not. ¥ have writlen
to the Ministers asking that there be some.

Sir CHARLES COURT: My information—
which the honourable member categorically dis-
misses, although 1 am trying to answer his ques-
tion—is that there is consultation belween the
Forests Department and the company.

Mrs Craig: 1f 1 recall, it was indicated to you
by letter that consultation had taken place and
was taking place between the Forests Department
and the company.

Mr H. D. Evans: No consultative committec
has been set up to do some planning. That is
what 1 am chasing.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Not everylhing has
to be done by the Tourist Department. Some of
these things are best done by the departments in-
volved such as forests, because they have a very
good reason for being involved and they have
expertise. These things have traditionally been
available to the tourists, and in many cases be-
cause of the Forests Department ijtself.

1 think the honourable member is simply
begging the question. He knows the background
of this mill; he knows the background of the
company; and he knows the background of the
company’s communily involvement. I think in
his heart he knows the involvement of the Forests
Department in connection with the project.

The other matter he raised was in connection
with the departure tax. He knows that is a
Federal tax, and he knows the Federal Govern-
ment raised it. I cannot see at the moment how
we could expect 1o get very much of it ourselves;
but naturally as the Commonwealth gains some
form of income from this tax, then we are able
to put pressure on it to provide more facilities.
For instance, we have a major programme in con-
nection with the Perth Airport, and we want to
see that stepped up now because if we have not
got the facilities we will not get the people here
from overseas, interstate or, for that matter, intra-
state,
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The present Minister for Tourism, who is also
the Minister in charge of the 150ih celebrations,
is a vigorous one. He has made very sirong
representations in connection wilth his budgel.
He has been able to step up the amount of money
available for tourist promotion in what I believe is
a commendable fashion,

When one has 10 justify a choice between giving
the Tourist Department everything it wants and
taking money away from schools and haospitals,
one has to make a balanced judgment. 1 think
with regard to our 150th anniversary commit-
ment and our commitment to things such as the
Art Gallery and Her Majesty’s Theatre, we have
done a goed job in striking a balance.

Vote put and passed.

Part 6: Minister for Labour and Industry,
Consumer Affairs, Immigration, Fisherles and
Wildlife and Censervation and the Environment—

MR TONKIN (Morley) [11.48 p.m.]: 1 noticed
recently when I was dragged into a shop by my
wife who said she needed new frocks, that a
sign was displayed which said, “We gladly
exchange goods, but no refunds granted.” That
immediately caused me concern because it means
that if a person buys an arficle at that shop—
and, of course, pays for it with good money—
and finds the article is fauvlty, then according to
the shop the only thing that person could gel back
is some other article, even though the person con-
cerned may not want another article, and the
only article he or she wanted was the one he or
she bought in good faith.

Of course, 1 could not accept that. It is inter-
esting, of course, to remember that until the term
of the Tonkin Labor Government quite recently
we did not have any consumer prolection legisla-
tion in this State. Before that time we were com-
pelled by law to hand over first-class money—one
wenl to gaol if one handed over second-class
money—but the owner was not required 1o hand
over first-class poods. The owner could hand over
rubbish, and the purchaser had no redress at law,
However, now we have consumer protection as a
result of the activity of the Tonkin Government.

1 can understand the shop saying that il the
goods were not faulty and the person wanted a
refund simply because when he or she got home
it was found the colour was nol suitable or it
was decided he or she could not afford the article.
I can understand the shop not giving back money
in that case. However, if the article was faully
and the person concerned did not want any other
article, the person should be able to get his or
her money back.
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1 made further inquiries and satisfied myself
that the notice in the shop was inaccurate and mis-
leading because under the Trade Practices Act
an article must be fit for the purpose for which
it was sold. If a person buys a defective article,
he can oblain a refund. Under the Sate of Goods
Act, which is a State Acl, a similar situation
applies. A storekeeper may sell only poods which
are useful for the purpose for which they are
sold. Therefore, it is possible to obtain a cash
refund under the Trade Practices Act if it is a
corporation, or under the Sale of Goods Act if
it is not a corporation,

Members might ask why it is so importamt to
raise the malfter because it is quite clear that a
shop which displays a notice cannot make law.
1 think il is importani to raise the matter because
many people are intimidated by such a notice.
People have reason—Il suppose not very good
reason—to believe that if a shop displays a
notice it is quoting the legal situation. Instead,
of course, a shop c¢an pul up a nolice which
in fact teils customers something which is untrue,
something which is not 1he legal position.

I must say it seems rather strange to be debat-
ing this matter when the Minister for Consumer
Affairs is not even in his place. 1 suppose the
Premier is standing in for him,

Sir Charles Court: T am making a note of il.

Mr TONKIN: 1 see,

Sir Charles Court: The Minister is at (he
national conference of Ministers for Labour and
Industry.

Mr TONKIN: 1 was not reflecting on the Minis-
ter; T was merely wondering how we would man-
age.

Therefore, it is quite clear the shop displayed
a misleading advertisement. 1 believe the Con-
sumer Affairs Bureau should look at the notice
in the shop concerned, which is Irene Whyte. 1
checked another lIrene Whyle store, and found
it displayed the same notice.

If such stores are misleading customers, action
should be taken against them by the Consumer
Affairs Bureau under the Trade Descriptions and
False Advertisemenis Act, or under the Trade
Practices Act. ’

Mr Davies: You mentioned that siore, but there
are many others. It is unfair to single oul one.

Mr TONKIN: 1 do not think it is unfair, be-
cause I raised this matter with the Commissioner
of Consumer Affairs and 1 was told- that if the
bureau knows of something it will check it. 1
am telling the Committee, and the Premier who
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is acting on behalf of the Minister for Consumer
Affairs, that this matter should be checked be-
cause apparently the bureau does not have people
going around checking on these things.

That is a serious omission. Inspectors of the
Department of Labour and Industry do not go
around checking, nor do inspeciors of the Con-
sumer Affairs Bureau. They have to have things
brought 1o their atlention before they can act
and ensure that justice is meted out. That js
not the case in respect of the police and the
Road Traffic Authority; they do not act only on
complaints. 1 do not think that should happen in
the case of the Consumer Affairs Bureau and the
Department of Labour and Industry. However,
as that seems to be the situation I am bringing
that matter to the attention of the commissioner.

Mr Davies: T think the Department of Labour
and Industry has even withdrawn inspectors to
check on working conditions. I think it did that
a Jong time ago. Why don't we withdraw the
Department of Labour and Industry?

Mr TONKIN: That is a very good question.
This is a shocking situation which 1 believe the
commissioner should investigate because it is a
matter of misleading advertising.

Such a notice would not concern most of us
because we would fight for our rights. However,
I worry about little old ladies and other people
who see a sign and think what it says must be
the law. T suppose most people would say the
sign would not be there if it was not the law.
1 believe people are intimidated. They shouold
not be intimidated, and misleading advertising
should be checked.

Mr Davies: It could happen in men's stores, and
little old men could be intimidated too.

Mr TONKIN: Yes. 1 would like to refer to
a practice which seems 1o be widespread in rela-
tion to the Department of Labour and Industiry.
1 refer to a married couple who worked for a
firm which 1 cannot name. 1 cannot name the
couple. 1 cannot even give any hints, for reasons
which T will explain in a moment. These people
have been working 12 hours a day seven days a
week on a commission basis. They have received
an average $110 a week each, or $220 between
them. That js what they receive for a typical
week. On the award rate, given that the male
is acting in a managerial capacity, I worked out
they should have been paid $481.88. Therefore
they receive less than half of what they are
entitled to.

As the member for Melville has said before,
that is theft just as much as if someone broke
into a shop and stole money from the till. These
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people have a right to the money which is being
taken from them. Why do they not go to the
Department of Labour and Industry? The answer
is they are afraid of losing their jobs because
under the Fraser and Court Governments to be
vnemployed is to be guilty of a crime. People
are afraid of being unemployed. These people
have asked me not to indicate their name, the
name of the firm, or even the industry in which
they work, because they do not want to be unem-
ployed.

Where is the Department of Labour and Indus-
try in this situation? It js sitting back and wait-
ing for complaints upon which to act. That is
not good enough; the department should be check-
ing to see that the law is not broken, just as
policemen go around checking to see the law is
not broken. The police are not required to wait
untii a complaint is lodged in order to uphold
the law, and nor should the Department of
Labour and Industry.

We have this theft from employees, which is
occurring all the time. An amendment to the
Industrial Arbitration Act has made such thefc
easier because now one can obtain exemption
from trade vnion membership without having to
satisfy the registrar that one has any conscientious
belief, 1t is an automatic exemption. On the
face of it that may seem to be reasonable enough,
but whereas previously the registrar had to satisfy
himself that there was a conscientious objection
and had to know the employce really did want to
opt out of the union, now he does not have to
satisfy himself in that way., Employers demand
that employees sign a form if they want a job.
The employces sign an excmption form and the
forms are then submitted en masse. So we have
the situation where there is not a single union
member in a whole shop.

This is happening in the clothing trade in par-
ticular. Very often people engaged in this trade
are foreigners who do not speak English. Often
they are young girls of 17 and 18 yecars of age
who are being exploited and robbed because there
is no-onc who will get the Department of Labour
and Industry to look at their working conditions,

There is a case of a girl who suffered a per-
manent injury to her spine after falling on an
unguarded button machine. Had the Department
of Labour and Industsy known about that
machine, no doubt action would have been taken
because it was unsafe. But the department did
not know about jt; and as jts officers do not go
out and check it never will know. The people
concerned in the industry will not make com-
plaints, firsily because they are scared of losing
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their jobs, secondly because they do not speak
English, and thirdly because they do not know
they can belong to a trade union.

That js the sitvalion: a young girl has been
injured for life and she is only 18 years of age.
She did not even know anything about workers'
compensation. So we have whole establishments
which are unijon free but not in the way intended
by the Act which was to enable people wha
object to unionism to opt out of it; they are
union free because employers force people not
to belong to unions under threat of losing their
jobs,

I know that practice is illegal, but members
should try proving the case. A situation has been
created in which it is easy for employers to force
people out of trade unions. 1If the union does
not know about the establishment and therefore
does not inform the Department of Labour and
Industry, and the people do not know their rights,
this sort of practice continues. These are Aus-
tralian citizens who are being robbed and injured
without receiving the kind of protection they
should be able to expect in the 20th century.

I heard of a remarkable case recently which
related to the Tuart Hill swimming pool company
which is building a pool for a person living in
my electorate, The company refused to do any
more work even though the contract had not been
completed. It wanted the customer to make the
last payment. The contract indicated that certain
things had to be done, and when they were done
the last payment—around $400—had to be paid.
However, the company was not going to keep to
its contract. 1t was a poor contract from the
consumer’s point of view, as I will mention
later.

The amount of work remaining to be done
was worth about $800, so it was to the advantage
of the company not to complete the contract, My
constituent complained to the Swimming Pool
Industry Association. That association claims it
exists to look afier the consumer and to ensure
ethical practices in the industry. The association
told my constituent to pay the $400 to it, and it
said that when it was satisfied it would pay the
money to the company.

1 spoke to Mr McKechnie of the Swimming
Pool Industry Association, He said, “We are
only trying to do the fair and reasonable thing.
We want everybody to be satisfied.” The fair
and reasonable thing the association was suggest-
ing was that the consumer make the last pay-
ment before the completion of the contract. How
is that a fair and reasonable thing? 1 told Mr
McKechnie T considered that the only fair and
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reasonable thing was that the coniract should be
complied with and that the consumer should not
make the last payment until the contract said he
should. The suggestion by the association is
unconscionable,

The association should have said to the Tuart
Hill company, “You have to act ethically in this.
You have to complete the contract, or that part
of the contract you have to complete before the
maney is paid over.” The association would not
do even that.

The contract itself is a bad one. Even if it had
been complied with, it would still have been un-
satisfactory. A former Chief Justice of this State
said that the courls should have the right to have
a look at a contract lo see if it is harsh and un-
conscionable. The contract laid down that certain
things were to be done and that payments were
to be made at certain stages. It indicated when
the final payment was to be made and when the
final work was to be done. The final payment
was to be made when filtration had been com-
pleted. The final payment was to be made before
the surrounds and the retaining wall were in-
stalled, even though they were part of the con-
tract. The customer would have to pay the final
sum while some work which was part of the con-
tract still remained to be done.

As T said, the Tuart Hill company did not want
to comply even with that contract. The company
wanted the $400 even before the contract said
the payment should be made. This is the kind of
contract members of the Swimming Pool Industry
Association are writing, The association is not
caring for the consumer at all. Tt is purely doing
a cosmetic job, trying to suggest that the swimming
pool industry is respectable.

T suggest that all consumers insist on writing
their own contracts to make sure that they have
some kind of a hold over a pool company. Afier
all, a person who puts a pool into his backyard
is not running away. He can be sued if he does
not pay. The contracts are very one sided.

Mr Bertram: He will not be able to get anyone
to build his pool if he writes his own contract.

Mr TONKIN: That is not so. In fact, com-
panies are compeling for business. If more con-
sumers stick up for themselves and insist on rea-
sonable contracts, the companies would sort them-
selves out. Indeed, that is the only way to en-
sure that a contract is not harsh and unconscion-
able.

I believe swimming pool builders should be
licensed by the Builders” Registration Board. That
procedure is followed in New South Wales, When
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1 suggested a plan 13 months ago, the former
Minister for Labour and Industry said that thai
was exactly the same as the Government’s plan.
He said, “It is in hand. We will do it.” Nothing
has happened. The former Minister was a great
one for saying, “It is all in hand. We will do
it next week.”

Mr Grayden: You are lalking through the back
of your head, and you know il.

Mr TONKIN: Saying that does not make it so.
Mr Grayden: Talk sense or sit down,

Mr TONKIN: Thirteen months ago the Min-
ister said that his plan was the same as my plan
for cleaning up the swimming pool industry. 1In
those 13 months, has he implemented the plan?

Mr Grayden: Lots of things have happened
since then.

Mr TONKIN: The Government was going 10

license swimming pool contractors. Are they now
licensed?

Mr Grayden: 1 do nol know what has happened
in the meantime, because T am not the Minister.

Mr TONKIN: Do not say such foolish things.

Mr Grayden: 1 do not know what has happened
since you raised the matter. We were working
on a plan for many months before you mentioned
it.

Mr TONKIN: The former Minister said he was
going to do exactly as I suggested. The swimming
pool companies are still not licensed.

Any member of this Chamber could enter inio
a contract to build a swimming pool, and he
could start building a swimming pool without
any experience, without any financial backing,
without any ethics. The former Minister says a
tremendous amount has been done. Nothing has
been done.

Mr Grayden interjected.

Mr TONKIN: The Minister said he was going
to do the same as | suggested, and he has not
done il. That is misleading the public. Making
such statements in the Chamber will not change
that,

Mr Grayden: It was no1 as simple as that.

Mr TONKIN: A moment ago, when I said the
former Minister had not done anything, he said
that the matter was in hand. The position is
that the people having swimming pools buill today
have as litile prolection as their counterparts had
13 months ago. Our plan to licence swimming pool
builders has not been pui into effect. The people
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having swimming pools built today are being
forced inlo unconscionable contracts. There are
lots of companies like the one T have instanced,

Mr Grayden: Why do you not name some of
the companies responsihle?

Mr TONKIN: I have just named one. If the
member had been here, he would have heard.

Mr Grayden: Take it up with the Bureau of
Consumer Affairs.

Mr TONKIN: In New South Wales there is a
thorough investigation into the technical expertise
of the people who apply for licences. There is an
inquiry into their financial backing. Licence
holders can be fined. or their licences can be
taken from them. There is a whole range of
actions that may be taken.

1 will say that the Commissioner for Consumer
Affairs is doing a great job. 1 give high praise
for the co-operation 1 have received and other
members have received from Mr Fletcher and his
officers. However, they are nol law makers, They
cannot equip themselves with the powers they
need. They are doing the best they can with
an Act which is not good enough.

Mr Grayden: They have tremendous power,
They have so much, it would surprise you.

Mr TONKIN: They have very little power in
this matter.

Mr Grayden: They can name them in the
annual report, for a start. That is widely pub-
licised. They can make a Press statement, if
necessary.

Mr TONKIN: For the payment of $2 a com-
pany can change ils name. The report is pre-
sented after a year, and in the meantime 100
people have been taken down. The bureav is
doing the best il can with the rotien legislation
that has been given to it.

1 would like to touch on the matier of a person
who adverlised in The Sunday Times, calling
himself a landscape gardener. He built a barbe-
cue that did not barbecue, and he shifted a Hills
hoist and put it in such a position that it does
not work and is falling over. The constituent
who raised the problem with me received satis-
faction from the Small Claims Tribunal. However,
no-one could find the contractor, Apparently he
flits about the place.

There should be far more checking of the ad-
verlisements placed in newspapers. Members
know how much il costs to place an advertisement
in The Sunday Times. 1 believe that newspapers
have an ethical responsibility in relation 1o ac-
cepting advertising from people who are not
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reputable. Any one of us could advertise in
The Sunday Times that we will do the most im-
possible and ridiculous things under the sun. Such
advertisements can be placed quite easily,. We
can lake money from the public and then dis-
appear.

The landscape gardener 1 mentioned has not
been found. RHis address is a post office box
number. It is not possible to discover where he
is. He took the money and left behind a scene
of devastation.

Far more stringent controls are needed over
advertising in the business community. People
are easily ripped off. 1 am not talking about
bona fide businessmen, or even businessmen who
genuinely make a mistake. 1 am speaking of
firms which have no good intentions and no
ability to do a reasonable job. They change
their names from week 1o week. They change
their addresses from week to week,

On the question of environmental protection,
1 draw the attention of the Minister to the Avon
Valley National Park and note it is very difficult
to obtain access to il. Access may be attained
via Quarry Road which has an extremely steep
descent and one needs a four-wheel drive vebhicle,
As the population increases and there is increasing
pressure on other national parks, I believe alterna-
tive access should be provided, especially down
to the best part of the park which is near the
river. This matter should be investigated.

Finally, 1 asked a question of the Minister for
Immigration in relation to some advertisements
which had been placed in the Saturday Evening
Post. 1 did not say in the question that the
Government was advertising in that newspaper,
but the Minister seemed to think T said that,
because he said that advertisements of this
nature were not being placed by the Western
Australian Government. However, I was asking
him whether his attention had been drawn 1o
the advertisement that says that 50 000 jobs were
available in Western Australia.

Mr Bertram: The
100 000 new jobs,

Government  promised

Mr TONKIN: It said also that free trans-
poriation was available. T understand the adver-
tisement has appeared in many American news-
papers, but in particular in the Saturday Evening
Post. 1 was wondering whether through the
Commonwealth Government’s diplomatic chan-
nels there was some way in which the American
Government could take action by means of ijts
laws in relation to misleading advertisements
so that this does not continue. In our present
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state of unemployment, it is misleading to suggest
to the people of the United States that 50 000
jobs are available here.

MR SKIDMORE (Swan) [12.18 am.): | feel
it is opportune at this time to draw the attention
of the Committee to a problem [ have dealt
with over a period of time in relation to the
confiscation of two birds from a woman in
Armadale, The matter is important to me,
although other members seem to treat it with
some hilarity,

I am concerned about the principle that people
who own a bird in accordance with an Act of
Parliament are entitled to keep it at all times
and that the people who confiscate birds seem
to think they have an inherent right—in fact
a God-given right—to confiscate birds which are
subsequently found not to be in conflict with the
Act.

Mr Blaikie: Do you have a vested interest in
the subject?

Mr SKIDMORE: Oh shut up! The hilarity
with which this matter is dealt is quite obvious.
However, 1 shall prove to the Minister for Con-
servation and the Environment, and Fisheries and
Wildlife that this has occurred and maybe then
members oppasite will sit up and take notice.

Two birds were involved when the officers went
out to investigate the complaint, They were a
long-billed corella and a sulphur-crested cockatoo.
When | raised a question in relation 1o the
number of birds confiscated from the woman
and why they had been confiscated it was sug-
gesied that it occurred because the birds were
living in cages which did not have unspillable
food and water containers. That was the com-
plaint of the officer concerned. He entered
the house, saw the capes conlaining the birds—
there was nothing wrong with the size of the
cages—and indicated to the people there was a
problem with the food and water contajners.
The containers were able to be tipped over.
Without further ado the officer confiscated the
two cages and the two birds.

Surely that is not a good way of overcoming
such a problem. That was only the beginning
of the whole sad story. The department issued
a summons approximately five months later for
the owner of the birds 1o appear in court on
the 26th July, 1978, to answer the charge that
she kept the birds in the cages for a period of
longer than 48 hours without having unspillable
containers for food and water fitted. This claim
was denied by Mrs Murray and she engaged a
lawyer. The lawyer represented her in court.
That is all the evidence the depariment had to
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prove its case. The department asked for an
adjournment on the 26th July, because it had
not been able to investigate the complaint
thoroughly. The court case did not proceed
and it was adjourned until the 20th September.

During the intervening period the solicitor for
the lady concerned consulted with representatives
of the Avicultural and Wildlife Association. They
suggested the solicitor go o court and ask for
the birds and cages to be produced to show that
the unspillable containers were actually in the
cages. The most remarkable thing happened then.
When it was shown that the department could
not produce the cages or the birds, it decided that
it had better not proceed with the case. Arrange-
ments were made and the charges against the
woman were withdrawn.

The dismissal of the case was arranged between
the lawyer representing the department and the
lawyer representing the woman, because the de-
partment was unable to produce one of the cages.
The case was dismissed. Mrs Murray was in-
formed that one of the cages would be returpned
to her and a new cage would be supplied to rc-
place the lost one. Her legal fees, she was ad-
vised, would be paid by the Legal Aid Commis-
sion.

Here was a classic example of a woman who
had been challenged that her cages did not con-
form with the law and she proved conclusively
that they did. However, her cages and birds have
never been returned,

When I asked questions about the matter some
rather remarkable facts emerged. When | asked
what happened to the two cages and birds [
was given answers. [ suppose some members
find it hilarious, but [ do not. The questian I
asked was as follows—

If no advice was given to the owner con-
cerned, is it a fact that on the 15th December
an officer of the Wildlife Depariment con-
fiscated two cages and two birds in the ab-
sence of the owner and that no reason was
given for the confiscation?

The answer was—

Two cages and four birds were confiscated
from these premises and the reason for the
confiscation given to the occupants of the
house.

In fact, no-one was in the house when the birds
were confiscated. We find we have accumulated
two more birds. A responsible officer of the
department told the Minister that four birds were
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confiscated from the woman where originally only

two birds were confiscated—two of the birds did

not even exist,

The next question I asked reads—

Was a demand made upon the department
that the birds and the cages be produced in
court as evidence and if so, was the depart-
ment able to praduce the birds or cages?

The answer was, “No”. In actual fact two lawyers
sat around the table and made a deal that, be-
cause the cages could not be produced the case
would not be proceeded with,

I wanted to ensure this would not happen again
so [ asked some further questions. M first
question was—

Where were the four birds that were con-
fiscated housed?

I was prepared to accept the fact that there were
four birds, because the Minister told me that in
one of his answers. The answer to that question
was—
Zoological Gardens, South Perth.

[ asked whether the birds were kept in isolation
from other birds of the same species so that they
could be readily identified bearing in mind that
the birds confiscated in accordance with the Act
are not held illegally until such time as the law
says they are. The birds are the property of the
owner until such time as a court of law deter-
mines otherwise. The birds have every right to
be retained by the person who owns them, When
I asked that question the answer given was, “For
a period, yes.”

The birds were kept in isolation and could be
identified for a short time. [ do not know how
they got four birds. [ do not know where they
got three Tong-billed corellas and a sulphur-crested
cockatoo when in fact they had only two birds to
start with. [ then asked a further question as
follows—

If the answer to (2) is “No” how is the de-
partment going lo identify the birds so that
they can be relurned to their rightful owner?

The answer to that was, “No”. The department
did not know where they were. They could find
only one cage and they would return it as soon
as possible. The answer 1 received was—

Property in fauna is vested in the Crown
until such time as it has been lawfully taken
and held under licence., The sulphur-crested
cockatoo was held illegally under the Agri-
culture Related Resources Act.
There is then a shift of ground. All of a sudden
it is not a question of unspillable containers; it
is a question that the sulphur-crested cockatoo
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was not held in line with the Agricullure Related
Resources Act. 1 looked at the Act and found
that a rather strange set of circumstances exisled.

This query was sent to me by the Secretary of
the Avicultural and Wildlife Association on the
19th October and I felt 1 should at least reply,
which T did on the 13th November. 1 indicated
I had refrained from replying to her letter of
the 19th October until T had some concrete
evidence to present as to what had occurred.
The rest of my letter reads as follows—

As you requested, 1 have followed up this
maiter in the House and believe you me
it is incredible the verbal gymnastics that
the Minister has gone through in an effort
to justify the officers’ actions. 1 believe
that the Questions that I have asked are
self-explanatory and in my candid opinion
the following now prevails:

1. That in view of the fact that the pro-
secution against Mrs. Murray was not
sustained in a court of law, she should
have her birds and cages returned to
her, notwithstanding the statement con-
tained in one of the Answers given (o
me (ref. Question 2332) that all fauna
is vesied in the Crown until such time
as it has been lawfully taken and held
under licence. 1 now find that we
have another Act under which the sul-
phur-crested cockatoo was supposedly
being held illegally by Mrs. Murray and
I refer, of course, to the Agriculture
Related Resources Aci.

2. The Answers given by the Minister,
obviously on the advice of his Depart-
mental officers, have been evasive and
at times border on being untrue.

1 intend 10 pursue
House ...

this question in the

I then asked some further questions of the Min-
ister and the one to which 1 wish to refer reads
us follows—

Would his department advise:

(a) what sections of the Acl, ie., the Agri-
culture Related Resources Act, resulted
in the holding illegally of the sulphur-
crested cockatoo; and

(b} was the owner at the time of the bird’s
confiscation notified of this fact?

The answer given ig that question reads as fol-
lows—

(a) Agriculture and Related Resources Pro-
tection Act, 1976, Section 81.
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(b) The person in question was asked by
the Wildlife Officer if she had a permit
to keep the sulphur<crested cockatoo
under the Act referred to., She first
replied that she had one, then later said
that she did not need one.

It is true that the person did not have a permit
to keep the birds, and she was in breach of the
regulations. However, that is not the reason
the birds were confiscated. It was an excuse
given by the department which could not find
her property to return to her in accordance with
the arrangement at the time.

1 asked the Minister whether he would answer
my question as to how the department would
identify birds so that they could be returped to
their rightful owners when the owners had not
breached the regwations. 1 asked that question
in an effort to find out whether there was some
way the department was responsible for the fauna
it had confiscated.

I deal exclusively with Custom Credit for my
credit when 1 purchase a motorcar, and if that
company was to come to me and claim that 1 had
not paid last month’s instalment, and it repossessed
my car, it is still not able to sell my car until it
can show that 1 am in default. If T am able
to go to the company and producec a receipt
and tell the company that its computer has gone
wrong, 1 get my car back again. However, that
does not happen in the case of fauna,

The birds were brought up in capitivity. Prob-
ably, they were boarn in capilivity and they would
never come under the regulations made under the
Act. Therefore, they could not be considered 1o
be the property of the Crown because the Act
does not give the Crown that right. So, the con-
fiscation was carried out against the provisions
of the Act which the officers were supposed to
be working under. That condemns them out of
hand.

When 1 was referred to another Act T wondered
what to do, so 1 got in touch with the Agriculture
Protection Board today. T spoke to a senior
officer—I1 will not mention his name although T will
make it available to the Premier if he wants to
know—and 1 asked him what was going on. I
was told that under section 81 of the Act the
board was able to confiscate. 1 looked up section
81 which refers 1o cerlain categories, and 1 could
not understand what the department was getting
at.

Section 81 reads—

81. A person shall not keep, in any part
of the State, an animal that is a declared
animal of category A6 in respect of that part
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of the State unless that animal is kept subject
to and in accordance with the conditions and
restrictions prescribed in relation to the keep-
ing of animals of that class.

Section 36 (4) (f) covers category A6, and
reads—

(f) category A6 in respect of an area if
the Keeping of those animals in that area
should, in the opinion of the Protection
Board, be subject to prescribed conditions
and restrictions;

I wondered what were the prescribed conditions
and restrictions, [ want to point out how absolutely
impossibie it is for the average person to under-
stand what the law demands of him. I went to
the regulations, and I found that they were the
regulations which applied to an old Act, and
were transferred when the present Act was intro-
duced, The officer concerned admitted there
seemed to be some trouble, and he asked for time
to research the matter.

After carrying out his research, the officer
told me that the matter was covered under sec-
tion 36(4) (f), and he suggested I Iook at section
114 of the old Agriculture and Related Resources
Act. He said that regulations under that Act
would tell me precisely the reason the birds were
confiscated. I am prepared to accept that what
he said was right, and that the birds were
illegally held. I thought that if the Agriculture
Protection Board wanted to do something it would
be aware of the incident. However, the board
knew nothing about it and suggested to me the
officer concerned had not bothered to tell the
board that he was charging the woman with a
breach of the regulations.

So, here we have a remarkable situation. When
1 questioned the Minister on this issue he skirted
around it. The Minister tried to draw a red
herring across the track and referred to another
Act. At least the officer of the board was honest
enough to say he did not know anything about
the matter, and he did not know about the
arbitrary way the officer acted when the birds
were confiscated.

In an attempt to get the Minister to agree
to ensure the safety of the birds, on the 15th
November [ asked the Minister the following
question—-

If the confiscated fauna is subsequently
found to be the rightful property of the
person from whom it was confiscated, would
he be able to give an assurance to this
House that the conficated fauna is identifi-
able and could be returned to its rightful
owner?
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The reply was—
Sections 20 and 20A of the Wildlife Con-
servation Act specify procedures that may
be followed by a wildlife officer where fauna
has been seized.

I was not asking anything about that matler at
all. I know all about those sections. T specifically
asked whether the Minister would ensure that
fauna which had been confiscated would be kept
safe and easily identifiable so that it could be
returned to the people concerned. [ asked a ques-
tion without notice, to which the following part
answer was given—
A Wildlife Officer is authorised where he
has seized fauna which he believes on rea-
sonable grounds to be involved in the com-
mission of an offence to dispose of such
fauna in such 2 way as appears to him to
be reasonably necessary,

Surely it is not reasonzble for an officer to
dispose of birds owned by somebody if they have
unspillable trays in their cages. That does not
seem reasonable to me. The reply to the ques-
tion continues—

At some inconvenience the Zoological Gar-
dens Board offers to care for seized birds
but without any commitment as to future
identification.

The Minister has admitted that the officer con-
cerned put the birds in the Zoological Gardens
without identifying them. All that would be
necessary would be to put leg tags on the
birds. I asked a further question as follows—

Do the W.ildlife Conservation regulations
bestow upon the Wildlife .Officer such
powers, notwithstanding the innocence of
the accused, that the property or fauna
seized will never be returned?

The answer was that [ should look at section 22
of the Wildlife Conservation Act.

Birds which were confiscated were placed in
cages and were not identifiable. My question was
completely ignored with regard Lo how the birds
were to be returned to the woman who was not in
breach of the regulations. That was subsequently
proved by action taken by the Crown Law De-
partment’s solicitors and the defendant's solici-
tors. [ have found out (hat the birds are not
available, and that should not happen. [ then
asked the Minister whether a bird which had
been born and bred in caplivity came under the
provisions of the Act, I am still waiting for
an answer (o that question. In another question
without notice I asked the Minister whether he
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would give me an answer to a previous question
because the previous answer had been meaning-
less, On this occasion the answer was—
The Department has no facilities for keep-
ing seized fauna. Circumstances may be
such that it is not possible to return fauna
thal has been seized.
That is a shocking condemnation of the Minister.
The department has no right to keep birds even
though they may have been confiscated legally.
Even though the woman concerned is entitled to
have her birds returned to her as she is the right-
ful owner, because of the atiitude of the Minister
it is not possible to return fauna that has been
seized. That is not good enough.

[ have taken this opportunity to highlight these
matters because I may not get another chance
during this season. [ am very disturbed indeed,
and 1 am reminded of a letter [ received dated
the 18th September from the Secretary of the
Avicultural and Wildlife Association. [ will quote
sections of the letter as follows—

That these inroads should be made at all is
bad enough, but when they are made on the
false premise that in some strange way they
contribute in a meaningful manner to the
Conservation of Wildlife in Western Australia,
it becomes more than we can tolerate without
stcong protest.

The whole Regulations seem to presume that
we are, in some unfathomable way, holding
on “loan” as it were, State or Crown property!
The facts are, however, that something like
999 birds out of a thousand that are kept in
captivity in Western Australia are not, and
never have been, Crown property. They are
now, and always have been, Private Property,
and even the few that were at one time Crown
property have been legally oblained, and thus
have become private property.
Other matters are explained. To continue—

If these Regulations are permitted to prevail
we may not sell our private avian property,
nor may we buy private avian property except
by the kind permission of the Conservator of
Wildlife.

Furthermore, we ate expected to inform him
when our birds mate, when they lay egegs,
when the young hatch out, and how many
there are, etc. etc. When the birds are old
enough we may not sell them unless he gives
the O.K., and even then only to those that he
nominates. We would submit that this is an
intolerable position and alien to the private
enterprise system under which we live.
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We have been through this latest batch of
Amendments to the Amendments, etc. to dis-
cover just what they mean in practical terms.
This has meant long hours of back-tracking
through the Amendments and involved cross-
references, until we have discovered exactly
what they mean. We would suggest that only
those who have been very familiar with ihe
history of events would have much chance of
making any sense of it.
However, we do know what they mean, and
the history of it can be summed up as fol-
lows:— An ever-increasing invasion of the
rights of the individual Bird Keeper, his pri-
vacy, his house, his home, yard, income,
hobby and hours of relexation. They mean
the appropriation of private avian fauna which
we are then allowed to keep as on “loan”
from the State, if the Conservator of Wildlife
condescends to grant a licence.
if a bird is found to be of that type of fauna, it
is taken away, and can be given back to the person
who had it on loan from the Government. They
may hold that bird on the conditions granted if
the Conservator of Wildlife condescends to grant
a licence.

[ believe the whole sordid business concerning
this particular woman highlights the impossible
position people find themselves in. Certainly the
veracity of the Minister has been placed in doubt
because only two birds were involved, When [
started to usk questions, there turned out to be
four birds. However, when [ checked out the
pasition of the number of birds caged at the
zoo I was informed there were only two birds
involved.

I am beginning to wonder who is telling the
truth. Birds or fauna of any type can be con-
fiscated on reasonable grounds. People would not
quarrel with this if the grounds were reasonable.
This case did not get to a caurt of law as it could
not be proved. The birds and cages should have
been returned 1o the woman and then they could
have been confiscated on the ground that she
did nat have a licence. Neither [ nor anyone else
could quarrel with that. I hope that | have the
opportunity during this session of Parliament to
talk about this matter on my motion to disallow
the regulations. However, | thought it was quite
pertinent to raise it now,

I am amazed at the replies 1 have received
from the Minister concerned. It it a great pity
that he is not here. When speaking last night
he indicated that he had for me some answers
1 probably would not like. He said he would
give me these answers in reply to my molion.
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Having raised the matter here L wilt leave it at
that. Unfortunately, [ am running out of {ime.
1t was my intention to talk about the Industrial
Commission and its activities, However, I will
probably be able to debate that matter when
dealing with the jtem concerned.

MR HODGE (Melville) {12.47 am]: [ wish
to comment on a few matters relating to the
Bureau of Consumer Affairs and the Department
of Labour and Industry. Dealing firstly with
the Burecau of Consumer Affairs, I would like
1o pay tribute 1o the work of the commissioner
(Mr Dick Fletchery and his staff. Siace my
election to Parliament I have contacted Mr
Fletcher on quite a few occasions. [ have been
very impressed with the way in which he and
his department have handled my queries. 1 have
had very courteous and efficient service from
him, and so have quile a number of my con-
stituents.

Mr Davies: His deputy (Mr Ed RusselD) is
very good too.

Mr HODGE: I have never dealt with Mr
Russell, but I am sure the whole staff is com-
petent. Mr Fletcher gets very good results, and
the only impediment to his work is the weak
law and insufficient staff. Tt is a pity we do not
have price control legislation and tougher con-
sumer protection laws,

Mr Mclver: The upper House would not allow
it when we introduced the Bill.

Mr HODGE: That is a great pity. Frequently
we hear Ministers of this Government saying that
the bureau keeps an eye on prices, but we all
know that is simply window dressing because
there is no authority to do anything about prices.
It is a great pity we cannot do something about
price control.

1 wish to draw attention to a case involving
elderly constituents of mine. On the 20th Sep-
tember this year, this elderly couple went to the
Hilton Park branch of Paul's Outdoor Leisure
Centre and entered into a contract for a large
patio 1o be built at their home. This was a sub-
stantial construction, costing a total price of
$1551. The company insisted on a deposit of
$500—a fairly large sum. Members are aware
that the usual deposit requested is 10 per cent.

The contract was signed and the deposit paid.
Unfortunately a few weeks later the husband
passed away suddenly, and the elderly widow was
not in a position to proceed with the contract.
I think on the same day that the husband passed
away, a friend of the family contacted Paul's
Qutdoor Leisure Centre on her behalf to ask
whether the contract could be cancelled.
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The company agreed reluctantly to cancel the
contract, but it was stated that the deposit would
not be refunded. This seemed most unreasonable
to the widow and she contacted me; it also
seemed most unreasonable to me. [ contacted the
Melville City Council to find out whether the
company had submitted plans. Although plans
had not been submitted at that stage, they were
received by the council a few days after the
gentleman passed away. Apparently the company
had submitted the plans even though it had been
notified that the contract would be terminated,

I contacted the Commissioner for Consumer
Affairs. He volunteered to take the matter up
although he was not sure that he could legally
compel the company to refund all or portion of
the deposit. Nevertheless, as a result of his
intervention, the proprietor, Mr Paul Nichols,
wrote a letter to my constituent and in a fairly
grudging way refunded $280. He claimed he was
out of pocket because the metal had been cut,
he had paid the sales commission, and he had
had other administrative expenses to meet.

My constituent was still most unhappy, and
although Mr Fletcher did not think it was fair
and reasonable, he could do no more. T contacted
Mr Nichols myself. T explained that my consti-
tuent was an eldecly lady, recently widowed, in
poor health, and not in a position to go on with
the building. T to!d him he was being most un-
reasonable and I asked him whether he had lost
money by cutting the metal. I was told by one
of the employees that the metal was cut on the
actual site. T asked Mr Nichols whether the cut
metal would be thrown away or would be used
again. [ did not find him very co-operative: he
would not give a direct answer to my questions,
and he refused point blank to refund any more,

I believe this lady was shabbily treated, and
the Commissioner for Consumer Affairs should
have power to take stronger action in such cases.
T notice that this company spends thousands of
dollars every weekend on three or four-page
spreads in The Sunday Times. Tt seems that the
company is trying to impress on people that it is
reputable and that it does a good job. However,
for the sake of a measly $200, it has done itself a
great disservice.

I know of several people who are aware of the
facts of this case and who have said they will not
patronise the company. This widow is now $220
out of pocket in addition to suffering the wvn-
fortunate sudden loss of her husband.

I now wish to comment on the operation of
the Department of Labour and Industry, and in
particular its industrial inspectars. These inspec-
tors do not appear to be listed an page 78 of the
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Estimates. I can see references to construction
inspectors, factories and shops inspectors,
machinery inspectors, weights and measures in-
spectoss, but not to industrial inspectors. T was
told recently by the Minister that we have four
industrial inspectors but they must be listed some-
where else. I must point out that a staff of this
size is grossly inadequate to do the job required.
Over 600 industrial awards or agreements are
lodged with the Industrial Commission in this
State, and we have four inspectors empioyed by
the State Government to police those awards and
agreements.

Apparently the industrial inspectors are inun-
dated with phone calls, letters, and personal in.
quiries. [ asked a question about this matter
some time ago, and I found out that they receive
an astronomical number of phone calls—some
19000 in 12 months. [ do not know how they
cope with these; they must hold a phone in each
hand and take approximately 500 calls a day.
However, the number of inquiries indicates the
number of award breaches that are occurring in
Western Australia.

I am told that in the last four years the indus-
trial inspectors have made only one prosecution
in the industrial magistrate’s court. I could find
no record of that case in the report of the Chief
Industrial Commissioner, but the Minister for
Labour and Tndustry told me there had been one
prosecution, So since 1974 when this Government
came to office, only one employer in this State
has been prosecuted for award breaches.

I have been told by a former inspector of the
Department of Labour and Industry that a few
years ago every inspector employed by that
department was empowered to be an industrial
inspector. This means that every safety inspector,
machinery inspector, or factories and shops in-
spector has the powers of an industrial inspector,
Places of employment were visited by these
inspectors and time and wages books, rosters,
staff rooms, first-aid kits, etc., were all inspected
regularly. Tn the past 12 months, only 44 places
in the metropolitan area were visited by an
industrial inspector, and outside the metropolitan
area, not a single place was inspected. )

This has created a situation in which
the employers belicve there is no chance they will
be inspected by Government represcniatives, and
they do mot have to worry about doing the right
thing. This has encouraged the award breaches
which are occurring in this State. T mentioned in
the Chamber recently that the Tiquor trades union
with which T was associated, and with which I
am stifl associated, has recovered an amount of
$130 000 in underpaid wages since 1974. That is
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only one union in this State, but it gives an idea
of the extent of the underpayment that is occur-
ring. The Department of Labour and Industey
has taken virtually no action—one prosecution
in about four years.

I checked recently with the Federal Industrial
Relations Bureau lo see how it enforces the
Federal awards. It also has only four or five
inspectors, but they are on the road all the time.
They are given office back-up to take care of the
phone calls, letters, etc. [ suggest to the Treasurer
that he should institute a similar system here, If
we cannot employ more inspectors, at least we
should employ additional office staff to undertake
the clerical work so that the inspectors can do the
job they are supposed to be doing.

It seems ridiculous that this Parliament can pass
a law—the Industrial Arbitration Act—authorise
the establishment of a court and have that court
hand down indusirial decisions, and then not pro-
vide any sort of police force to enforce those laws.

When [ raised this matter once before in this
Chamber the Minister for Labour and Industry
accused me of showing my hatred of employers
because [ suggested a Government agency should
authorise its officers to go around and enforce the
law, However, [ have a copy of the latest Road
Traffic Authority report in front of me, and it
shows a photograph of RTA inspectors going
around to usedcar yards and inspecting used
motor vehicles, to make sure those vehicles and
the dealers were complying with the law. How is
that any different from what [ am suggesting?

A force of industrial inspectors employed by
the Government should go around to places of
employment and inspect them to ensure the em-
ployers are complying with the law. [ believe
this is common sense. I do not see anything
unusual or out of the ordinary about that sort
of suggestion. A regular visit by a Department of
Labour and [ndustry inspector would have a
positive effect on employers. It would act as a
deterrent to their being tempted to breach the
law in respect of time and wages records.

One of the most frequent offences before the
Magistrates Court is that relating to employers
failing to keep proper time and wages records,
1 have personally been involved in dozens of cases
where, as a union official, I tried to calculate by
how much workers had been underpaid, and I
found the task almost impossible when I came
across employers who did not keep proper time
and wages records. In other words, they did not
keep the daily working hours of their employees.

I suggest to the Government that it considers
going back to the old system, where every in-
spector employed by the Department of Labour
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and [ndustry was authorised to be an industrial
inspector so that if an inspector goes on to a site
to check a piece of machinery or to check the
safety of some scaffolding he is also empowered
tlo check the time and wages book, the roster, or
anything else he thinks may need checking. That
would not cost the Government any more money
or require any more staff. It would simply be a
matter of widening the powers of the existing
inspectors and vesting in them the same powers as
an industrial inspector,

[ hope the Government will give consideration
to the points I have raised, particularly in regard
to employing more clerical staff to take over some
of the office work currently being undertaken by
industrial inspeclors who are getting bogged down
in this work, so that they may get out in the
field and do the job they are supposed to be doing.

DR TROY {(Fremantle) [1.03 am.]: [ wish to
raise two matlers tonight. The first concerns
workers' compensation. A young fellow was in-
volved in an accident in 1971 in which he had
the heel of his left foot torn off. He subsequently
spent 1} years in hospital in one stretch. He had
repeated operations which resulted in his spending
another year in hospital. Since 1971, he has not
had any permanent period of employment,

If that is not tragedy enough, the way this
person has been treated under the Workers' Com-
pensation Act is a double tragedy. In that entire
period, this person has received in actual money
in his pocket only $500 to support him.

In January this year he was encouraged to
accept a final settlement, and was offered $800.
Subsequently, this was increased to $4 120, He
rather reluctantly accepted the second offer, but
then a very mysterious thing happened. His file
was lost from the State Government [ansurance
Office. It was [ost, I might say, until after the
amendments to the Workers' Compensation Act
were passed earlier this year.

Mr T. J. Burke: There are plenty of those.

Dr TROY: He then found that because the
Act had been changed and despite the fact he
had already refuctantly accepted a settlement offer
of $4 120, his offer was reduced to $1 000.

This is absolutely scundalous. If it happened to
only one person, it would be scandalous. This
person now is aged 27. He suffers u great dis-
ability and has been doubly penalised and not
adequately catered for. I believe the appropriate
Minister should take up this case to ensure that
justice is done.

I realise the hour is late, but T huve waited
six weeks for the opportunily to riise this matter
in Parliament. | understand there are i number
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of such cases. In fact, | know of another case on
record where a fellow who had suffered a head
injury accepted an offer of $20000. Again, the
file was lost and the Act was amended. This person
then found his offer was reduced to $5 000.

The second matter to which [ wish to refer did
not begin in 1971. It began on the 11th August,
1977, when the business name, “Assistance and
Security Corps” was registered at the Commis-
sioner for Corporate Affairs office in Perth. How-
ever, we were told in response {o certain questions
asked in this place that in November, 1977, and
again in March, 1978, the State Government made
out cheques to the “Assistance and Security Cor-
poration”. That fact is on record in answer to
question 1783 on the 3rd October.

So, the Government made out two cheques,
one in November and one in March, both to the
Assistance and Security Corporation.

Despite repeated guestions on this matter, the
Government has not stated to which particular
individuals the cheques were made out or, for
that matter, whether one or both of the cheques
were cashed. When we examine the Estimates
for the Department of Labour and Industry we
find we cannot identify the pacticular elements
which relate to these transactions,

However, when we start to penctrate this series
of events, we find some rather curious coinci-
dences. The first is that when the Government
made out cheques to the Assistance and Security
Corporation, no such name was registered. The
other interesting point is that the business name
“Assistance and Security Corps” which was regis-
tered on the 1lth August, 1977, reveals the two
principals of the company. They are identified
on the company register as R. Cannon and Co.,
6 Sherwood Court, Perth, and J.' Piantoni, 2a
Florence St., West Perth.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Perhaps the hon-
ourable member should be raising this matter
during discussion on part 7, dealing with the Cor-
porate Affairs Office. Otherwise, [ must ask him
to relate his remarks more directly to industrial
relations or the Department of Labour and Indus-
try.

Dr TROY: Thank you for your advice, Mr
Chairman, The point [ make is that these cheques
were made out for services rendered for trucks
used to bust a strike involving Aour millers last
November. This is where it relates to the Depart-
ment of Labour and Industry.

Another interesting coincidence in relation to
these names is Lhat the registered business name
was withdrawn on the 20th July, 1978. Members
should remember the names of the (wo principals,
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R. Cannon and J. Piantoni. On the 2lst July,
1978, R. Cannon acted in a Civil Court action
when one W. Grayden, the Minister for Labour
and Industry during the pericd of the dispute,
appeared and was convicted on an assault charge.

I charge this Government with being guilty at
least of an attempt to create very serious public
mischief or, alternatively, of a conspiracy against
the trade union movement, and in particular a
strike involving the Fiour Millers’ Union. These
are serious matters and they are not referred to
in the Estimates of the Department of Labour
and Industry. The Government should answer
these questions when the appropriate Minister
replies to the debate,

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands—Treasurer)
1.1l a.m.l: | commence with the matters raised
by the member for Morley. [ have noted the
points he made, and they will be referred to the
relevant Ministers. The hongurable member
raised the matter of a notice advising that goods
may be exchanged, but no refunds given; that
has been noted, and the Minister will be advised.
1 must admit that in the years | have seen such
notices [ have always assumed they meant what
they said. However, the honourable member
has made out an argument against them, and the
Minister will be advised.

The second point he raised about people work-
ing seven days a week and not being able to
obtain proper compensation was difficult to
follow, Unless somebody tells the department
what is going on, the department will never
find out for itself. However, perhaps when the
Minister studies the text of the member for
Morley’s remarks he will be able to follow the
point he was making and establish whether some
redress is available.

On the question of the swimming pool com-
pany, I thought that as a result of action taken
by the former Minister, the member for South
Perth, most of our problems were behind us.
However, the points raised by the member for
Morley will be followed through. [ must say
that in relation to advertisements placed in The
Sunday Times, it would be almost impossible to
expect such a publication to be responsible
for the bona fides of everyone who placed an
advertisement in the Readers’ Mart or other
columns; they are quite extensive and used by
a wide cross-section of the community and 1
believe they provide a useful service. However,
from time to lime [ suppose they are used by
people of ill repute and T cannot suggest how we
could cope with that situation.

5
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Likewise, the question of access io the Avon
Valley National Park will be raised with the
appropriate Minister.

I thought the Minister had already dealt with
the other point raised by the honourable mem-
ber; namely, the advertisement in the Saturday
Evening Puost.

Mr Tonkin: No, the Minister misunderstood
me. He said it was not a WA Government ad-
vertisement, but I did not say it was.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I have a note here
which emphasises that the member for Morley
did not allege it was a Western Australian Gov-
ernment advertisement, and that he wanted to
know who placed the advertisement.

We have heard the story of the two birds so
often from the member for Swan that we almost
feel friendly towards them.,

Mr Skidmore: No, you have not heard this
one before,

Sir CHARLES COURT: As a matier of fact,
it reminded me of the interjection by my col-
league, the Deputy Premier, about the “double-
breasted malttress thrasher” during a similar
debate on another occasion. The honourable
member's comments will be raised with the
appropriate Minister; in fact, he will now have
the opportunity to discuss the matter with the
Minister next Tuesday.

Mr Skidmore: What a waste of time! [ may as
well talk to a brick wall,

Sir CHARLES COURT: That is unfair.

Mr Skidmore: No it is not; I-have asked him
14 questions and he will not give me the
answer.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The allegations made
by the member for Swan about the Minister were
quite unfair; the Minister would have answered
the question according to the information avail-
able to him.

The member for Melville referred to a particu-
lar leisure centre, and also to the question of
industrial inspectors. I gather the main burden
of his argument about industrial inspectors was
that he felt they should be allowed to have
more universal duties within their departmental
role, rather than having specialised duties.

I would not be able to comment on it, but
the point will be raised. My understanding was
that there was a reorganisation which would
achieve greater effectiveness and under the Minis-
ter of the time, the member for South Perth,
industry felt there had been a very greal improve-
ment in the effectiveness of the inspectors. How-
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ever, the matler will be sent on 1o the appropriale
office. This will happen also with the two matlers
raised by the member for Fremantle.

Vote: Labour and Industry, $3 584 000—

trem No. 1: Salaries, Wages and Allowances,
52 826 000—

Mr SKIDMORE: A question in respect of this
item was raised by the member for Melville in
relation to the funding for inspeciors. He made
a good case to have more inspectors on the staff
and mentioned that the paucity of inspeclors was
making it impossible o secure any redress if an
employee was underpaid. ) would have thought
that afier the number of times 1 have spoken
on this very subject there would have been an
increased allocation this year for inspectors; thai
there would be more inspectors on the slaff. We
can see that these inspectors who are needed to
look after workers nol covered by awards, people
who are award-free under the Faclories and
Shops Act, have received no increase in numbers,
These men are needed to ensure thal workers
receive their minimom requirements, their work-
ing conditions are adhered 1o, and that employers
are al [east paying the minimum award rates and
granling the necessary annual leave to (usure
the workers are not heing disadvantaged.

The facl is the Estimales show that the ailoca-
tion for 1977-78 was $230 683, yet the allocation
for 1978-79 is $225 300, a reduclion of $5 300,
I am now wondering whether the inspeclorale is
1o be reduced from 19 (o 18 or 17.

Mr Hodge: They might be underpaying them.

Mr SKIDMORE: When the previous Minister
for Labour and Industry has risen in answer to
my queries he has always mentioned 1he diverse
responsibilities of the inspectors and how they
have to cover a greal range of indusiries. The
situation is not good enough. 1 would suggest
members look al the number of prosecutions
which have taken place und are listed in the Chief
Conciliation Commissioners report. They could
see there the amount of money recovered by the
unions when they have sought redress from
the employers. It would be the tip of the iceberp,
It 5 not good enough.

It is aboul lime these inspeciors got ont and
did their job. We should not have an inspecior
on perhaps $12000 or $13000 sitting in an
office answering telephones when there are many
yaung people in the communily who could he
employed as junior clerks on $4 00D or $5 000
who could handie this sort of telephone work.
Withouwt doubl more inspectors are needed.
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Vote put and passed.

Yotes: Indostrial Commission, $512 000; Public
Service Arbitration, $78 000; State Insurance
Office, $10—put and passed,

Vote: Consumer Affairs Burezu, $460 990—

Item No. 1: Solarics, Wages and Allowances,
3388 000—

Mr SKIDMORE: The Consumer Affairs Bureau
does a remarkably good job and has given me
a greal deal of assistance, especially in relation
to hire purchase and matters involving molorcars.
I had a problem I checked with them recently
about my own son who was involved in a rather
shonky deal with a car firm in Bassendean called
J. K. Autos on Old Perth Road.

There seems 10 be a bottleneck in the bureau
in that there is only one legal officer employed.
In 1977-7% he must have heen employed on a
pari-time basis because he received only 32 751,
1 can only assume from answers 1 have received
on occasions when I have been seeking legal
advice and been lold thai there was nobody
available, that his employment was on a part-
time basis. | have suggesied 1o the commissioner
that } hoped the bureau would get a full-time
officer.

It would appear that this is about to happen as
this year's allocation is for $18 600. One legal
officer would be the minimum required; two would
be more appropriate.

1 am concerned also that the bureau has to
engage outside assistance when it requires technicul
advice. On one occasion, when | needed confirma-
tion that certain work 1o a Ford FI00 utility’s
front assembly had not been done, the burean
sent someone around as requested, 1 asked that
person whether the work had been done and when
the dealer asked whal qualification the man hadl
he had to admit he was not a mechanic. On that
basts the dealer was able to challenge the man's
ability to make a qualified judgment.

The man had to admit he was engaged only s
an investigatory officer. 1 later checked with the
bureau and found this was the case in many in-
stances. It seems there should be a cerified
mechanical engineer on the pay-roll whose services
could be availed of when someone wishes 1o
challenge ‘the veracity of mechanical repairs, etc.
It must be shown thai the officer does have the
gualifications to make a judgment.

1 am not reflecting on the officer who came out
on the occasion | mentioned. He and | were
finally able to come io a satisfactory arrangement
with the dealer, The amount involved wus $8S
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for the part, but there was more money involved—
$100—for the labour to take it out, repair it, and
replace it, It was fortunate that | had some
knowledge of mechanical matters. This is a mal-
ter that surely should be looked at, Without stuch
an officer in the departmeni there can be quite a
delay before the bureau can find someone to carry
out an investigation. In the case of spray painting
it would not take long to cover up something and
it would be too late to make a judgment hy the
time the person arrived on the scene.

Sir Charles Courl: There are other law costs
provided for under the contingency items in ad-
dition to the legal officer.

VYote put and passed,

Vote: Immigration, $925 000—

Itemr No, | Sdalaries, Wages and Alowances,
$141 000—

Mr T. ). BURKE: The State migration officer
appears to be the only person in this document
who is to receive a reduced salary. His allocation
in 1977-78 was $17 462, while this year it has
been reduced to $17 100. My concern is that 1
have for some time felt that the State Immigration
Department hardly justifies the expenditure we
allocate to it, The department seems {o deual only
with migrants from the United Kingdom. [1 seems
that if advice is asked of (he State Migration
Officer the reply comes not from him but from
the Under Secretary for Labour and Industry indi-
cating the query has bheen referred 10 Canberra,
and the Commonwealth Department of Immigra-
tion. They then reply 10 the State Migration Officer
indicating a case has or has not been allowed to
be processed by the Commonwealth Department
of Immigration,

1 am not reflecting upon the employees of the
State Department. However, it seems to be a
complete waste of time, This roundaboul way of
doing things has been evidenl for the last couple
of years in processing applications from the United
Kingdom, Perhaps with the introduction of the
ethnic aflairs officer his role could be expanded
1o include those duties now carried out by the
State Department of Immigration. With the de-
mise of the Good Neighbour Council which has
over the years built up a wide and useful network
of volunieers, perhaps the State deparimem could
be given a more useful role and the money spent
on it could be put (0 1 more useful purpose.

1 am genuinely concerned that it is a wasie
of time and money to take such a circuilous route
to introduce migrants from the United Kingdom
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I we are to
there are several other

and we do not need 1o do this.
retain the depariment
roles it can fulfil,

Sir CHARLES COURT: Referring to the State
Migration Officer and the amount shown against
his name, we should not take that as the Fnal
arhiter of exactly what he will be paid compared
with what he was paid last year, There are times
when such things as accumulated leave and other
special items must be considered. but the hon-
ourable member can he assured that he will be
paid his full entitlement,

As far as the role of the depariment is con-
cerned, | do not regard the depariment as
redundant. On the contrary the reports 1 have
received indicate that it is doing good work, The
fact that we have an ethnic affairs officer indi-
cates that when the former Minister was in
charge—the member for South Perth—he had
stepped up considerably this side of the activites
of the department.

Concerning the Commonwealih decision 1o em-
brace the Galbally reporl, we do not go along
with that in ils entirety because there are some
aspects they will regrel. However, one of the
results will be the demise of the Good Neigh-
bour Council and the Commonwealth has made
it very clear it wilt not 1ake up the chit for that
organisation. The amount which would be in-
volved would be beyond our competence in the
present budgetary situation. 1 have made it clear
to the organisation thalt we could not fill the gap
the Commonwealth has made.

I remind the honourable member that his party,
particularly al the Federal level, appears to wel-
come the Galbally report which has brought a
new approach to the subject, but | have my
douhis whether it will work as well as people
think it will.

Mr Davies: What paris don’l you like?

Yole put and passed.

Vote: Fisheries and Wildlife, $4 047 000—

Point of Order

Mr SKIDMORE: On a point of order, | seek
your guidance Mr Chairman. | wish to speak
to items 1, 5, and 8. My impression is that |
may speak for 20 minutes on each item.

The CHAIRMAN: Yes.

Mr SKIDMORE: That is what 1 wanled to do
previously when we were discussing division 35.
I wanted lo discuss item R bul then found it was
too late to do so. 1 hope you will give me more
lime to deal with the items under this division.
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The CHAIRMAN: [ certainly will if you indi-
cate which item you wish to discuss,

Commitiee Resumed

ltem No. 1: Salaries, Wages and Allowances,
12 586 000—

Mr SKIDMORE: | want to refer to some of
the stirling work done by the South Coast Fish-
eries Study. It is sad to me that apparently
sufficient finance is not being made available for
the implementation of the recommendations of the
study.

In 1977-78 the lobster industry provided a gross
income to Western Australia of $44 141 300 and
more would have been involved in associated
services. It seems to me that an industry which
is so valuable to the State should receive more
funds.

I also point out that despite the shorter season,
the actuval tonnage in 1977-78 was 9297 com-
pared with the 1975-76 catch which was 8757
tonnes. The prawn tonnage dropped by almost
1 400 tonnes in the same year, but was still
worth $12 333 500.

Sic Charles Court: To which
speaking?

Mr SKIDMORE: liem No. |I.

Sir Charles Court: You could have fooled me!

Mr SKIDMORE: | want to indicate the value
of the fishery and the amount of work dane by

the South Coast Fisheries Study and compare
it with the paucity of funds provided for research.

Sir Charles Court: Item No. 1 deals with
salaries, wages and allowances.
Mr SKIDMORE: That is right.

Sir Charles Court: What items are you query-
ing? Who is under or overpaid?

item are you

Mr SKIDMORE: There was also an increase
in the value of the wet fish sales but the fisher-
men involved were in financial difficulties.

Sir Charles Court:
querying?

Which officers are you

The CHAIRMAN: [ would ask the member
to relate his remarks lo item No. .

Mr SKIDMORE: | am doing that and [ thank
you far your guidance.

Sir Charles Court: 1 am trying to work out
which officers you are querying.

Mr SKIDMORE: If the Premier would be
patient and stop chatiering he will be told. He
seems to think he knows everything and he does
nol want anyone to develop an argument,

[ASSEMBLY]

Sir Charles Court: | want to know what

officers you are warried about.

Mr SKIDMORE: I am worried about the
amount of income which is generated by these
fshermen and the amount of money provided
for research. | have already given the income.
Surely it would not be unreasonable to expect
that the amount set aside for research officers
would be increased considerably. However, what
do we find?

Notwithstanding the increased income the State
receives, there are only 38 research officers. Last
year the budget was $481 524 and this year the
amount will be increased Lo only $507 200, or
approximately $26 000 which [ imagine would
take care of increases in sularies in normal cir-
cumstances. Surely the industry is deserving of
more than 38 research officers if it is to do its
work properly. There are 49 inspectors who
last year were paid $588 083 and for the coming
year they will be paid $600 000 which is an
increase of anly $12 000.

There are 43 wildlife research und conserva-
tion officers. We know there is a sad lack of
officers in this department because of the luck
of research that went into the Wagerup refinery
project. When the department wus preparing its
submission on the ERMP, it had to rely on docu-
ments produced by people outside the depart-
ment in respect of fauna on the Darling Scarp.
It was so outdated it was not funny. In this
respect there is to be an increase of only $23 000,
This makes me wounder whether the Govern-
ment is really conscious of the value of the
industry because it is asking so few officers lo
take care of if.

Item No. 35: Fisheries—Inspection and Re-

search, 3404 000.

Mr SKIDMORE: | want {0 draw attention to
some of the recommendations made by the
South Coast Fisheries Study which require
research. For instance it recommended that
there be a restriction on sel nets by ama-
teurs at specified beaches. This aspect alone
would require a reasonable allocation of funds.
On this item in 1977-78 the vote was $368 000
and the actual expenditure was $425444, An
extra amount of approximately $60 000 was spent
in that particular department. In view of the
additional foan we would expect the department
to have as a result of the recommendations of
the study we would expect the vole to be
increased, but it is to be decreased.
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Another aspect of the study’s recommenda-
tions which will require finunce for research
involves the esluarine fisheries to  ascertain
whether or not they are in jeopardy by amateur
or professional netting, or whether there should
be amalgamation of the iwo aspects. Also it
must be decided whether the estuaries should be
open at certain times of the year and whether
the bar should be keplt open to replenish the
stock. T would have thought this would involve
an incrcased expenditure, but there is to be a
reduction of nearly $20000. Obviousty any
research required will not be carried out this
year.

Surely the Premier should indicate how the
vote can possibly be reduced because it should
be increased by at least $2 000 or $3 000.

ltem No. 8; Fisheries and Wildlife—Special
Projects, 310 000—

Mr SKIDMORE: The allocation for this item
last year was $24 000 of which only $19727
was spent. The estimate for next year is $10 000.
Many of the recommendations of the South
Coust Fisheries Study could have been covered
under this item but it, too, is to be reduced.

For instance the squid catch is a lucrative field
which is being considered off the south coast
and this could have been included in the special
projects. This is an item which should receive
$100000 to $150000 as more money was not
provided under item No. 5.

[ hope that if the Premier cannot answer my
comments tonight, they will be noted and 1| wilt
be advised later of the position,

Sir CHARLES COURT: The point the honour-
able member raised under item 8 must be related
back to such items as Nos. I, 5, and 6. [ remind
him that a department like this does not receive an
allocation of an extra $100 000 or $200 000 for
research work which it spends on the spot. It may,
of course, use other organisations to undertake
projects. The honourable member will find there
is a research organisation established which has
been built up over a period of years. [t aitracis
unto itself people with specialised skills who
undertake the work on a general basis. Then from
time to time it brings in people with extra skilly
and specialisation,

[ believe the department has been very well
funded and ! would say, having regard for the
budgetary situation, this division was very well
treated.

Mr Skidmore: Perhaps you will explain to me
the reduction under item No. 5 of the funding.
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Sir CHARLES COURT: It is part of the pro-
gramme. The department puts in u budget and it
is evaluated.

Vote put and passed.

Yote: Conservation and Environment, $1 734 000
—put and passed.

Part 7: Attorney General—

Votes: Crown Law, $10990000; Corporate
Afairs Office, $1189000; Oifice of Titles,
$3 064 000; Public Trust Office, $1 586 000—put
and passed,

Part 8: Minister for Education—
Yote: Education, $332 213 000—

fters No. 1. Salariex, Wages and Aflowances,
3262 082 000—

Mr PEARCE: The Government vconsistently
underspends the amount it allocates to educa-
tion funding. This item illustrates it better than
any other. | made the complaint last year that
the Government underspent its allocation for
teachers' salaries and the salaries of departmental
officers and the like by $7 million, at a time when
many teachers were unemployed. This yeat
exactly the same thing occurred. In last year’s
Budget the Government voted $230964 000 for
education and spent only $226 031 408.

Mr H. D. Evans: There will be greater under-
spending this year with the strike. How many
millions would that have saved?

Mr PEARCE: Someone has pointed out to
me that the figures for the amount saved by the
strike against the number of teachers alleged
to have taken part in the strike mean teachers
have been docked as though they were earning
$17000 or $18000 per annum each. Very few
teachers earn that much,

The point I am making is that just undec
$5 million has been underspent on the vote for
teachers’ salaries. There is plenly of money for
teachers’ salaries, which makes it so surprising
that teachers are unemployed. This year, 1978,
has shown record unemployment among teachers
in this State. Something like | 400 teachers may
well have been unemployed at the beginning of
the year. It is difficult to be precise, but of those,
some 700 graduates coming out of the teachers’
training colleges were not appointed at the start
of the year, and if we take people coming from
overseas and interstate, married teachers on the
temporary staff, not re-employed and 200 or 300
college graduates left over from the year before
who could not get employment, the situation for
teachers is grim.
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I saw in the gallery today a social studies
teacher I knew several years ago and he told me—
I do not know whether it is true—that there are
no positions at all for graduates in social studies
teaching this year. In that case I cannot under-
stand how the Government consistently under-
spends its allocation—by $7 million last year
and 35 million this year.

I think one of the reasons is the Govern-
ment always inflates its education vote in a
general sense and then underspends it. If that is
done consistently it is possible to exaggerate the
percentage increase each year. In round terms,
if the Government votes itself $100 000 cone year
and $110000 the next year, it can claim a 10
per cent increase; but if it underspends the
$110000 by $10000, so that it actually spends
the same amount as in the year before, and in
the next year votes itself $110000 again, it can
claim another 10 per cent increase without spend-
ing more money.

I am not suggesting the Government does not
spend more money each year but it is certainly the
case that the percentage increase in funds each
year does not match when several years are put
together.

I might give the Government a slight pat on

the back in that the carve-up of the money is

reasonable, 1 was particularly pleased (o see
the Education Department was prepared to con-
tinue with the system of having specialist teachers
in the primary division. I thought the allocations
there were good. Growth towards specialisation
in that area is fine, and in all those areas the
department has done a reasonable job wilth the
money available.

In the general teaching area, though, an insuffi-
cient effort has gone in this year again to provide
enough jobs for teachers, to seek out the unem-
ployed and bring class sizes down significantly.
There may be some decrease in the class sizes
in the forthcoming year, and my guess is it will
be because of a slightly shrinking school popula-
tion rather than an increase in the pumber of
teachers.

I am pleased to know I have had an impact on
the Budget specch itself. Last year when the
Treasurer read out the section on education he
gave specific numbers of teachers to be employed
in certain years, and the grant in terms of
teachers, and T was able to use those numbers to
indicate there would be an increase in class sizes.
This year the Treasurer removed those figures to
make the calculation impossible. So the Treasurer
or the Treasury took cognisance of my remarks
last year and resclved not to make the same mis-
take again.

[ASSEMBLY]}

Mr BRYCE: There is an aspect of this very
specific item which concerns me greatly as a
result of a question which was one of a series of
questions I put to the Government on the matter
of the computer revolution. 1 asked the Minister
for Education a question which was related to
17 others on that broad subject.

I asked the Minister whether the Education
Department had identified those areas of the
State’s education system which were likely to
be affected by computer-based technological
change. The Minister came back with an answer
in three parts which was rather disturbing. The
first part of the answer was, “Yes. We have come
to the conclusion that the age of computers will
not replace school teachers.”” [ have no doubt it
will be appreciated many people sighed with relicf
when the Minister made that pronouncement for
the benefit of all and sundry in Western Australia.
It was the second part of his answer which con-
cerned me greatly. He said, “We have switched
the payment of teachers’ salaries and the salaries
of staff across to the computer.” The third part
of the answer was that a computer centre had
been set up at Mirrabooka High School.

What concerns me greatly about that is that
the Western Australian Education Department
appears to have failed to grasp the very real sig-
nificance of the changes which are about to occur
in Western Australia, but more particularly it
seems the education system itself is at the present
time being run by a set of decision-makers who
have failed to grasp the significance of the chal-
lenges to our education system.

I suggest it is not sufficient to outline the
preparation the State Education Department has
made for the' tremendous changes which will
occur by éaying, on one hand, “Yes, we have
agreed teachers will not be replaced”, and on
the other hand, “We have switched the method of
paying their salaries across to the computer.”
What [ want to stress at this point is it is a great
pity that the Education Department thinks the
beginning and the end of the challenges to the
education system in Western Australia are related
to the supply and the payment of school teachers.

In fact, the challenges which will be thrown up
to the education system include retraining schemes
for an enormous number of adult workers, people
who will be displaced in industry and will have to
be taken back into the education system, the
technical system, and the professional system and
be retrained for a whole range of new job oppor-
tunities. The Minister did not indicate in answer
to that question that the Education Department
was thinking about this, l¢t alone planning for it.
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I see from other parts of the Estimates that there
is no indication anywhere in the Minister's Budget
that the Government understands the magnitude
of the problem facing us. There is no indication
in the Minister’s answer to that question that the
Government can appreciate what it means to the
youngsters who are still at school and who are
being trained for jobs which will not exist when
they are ready to join the work force, and the
education system will be largely responsible for it,
I think it is a great pity there is not the farsighted-
ness at the level of the principal decision-makers
in the Education Department to indicate that these
people can recognise the problem in both its
breadth and its depth.

[ conclude by emphasising that the Minister was
not permitted to give the answer to that question
for one month. [t took us a month to get the
answer to the question, “What is the Education
Department doing to identify the challenges o
the system as a result of computer-based techno-
logical change?” and when the answer came back
it revealed that the thinking of the principal
decision-makers in education was totally barren in
this area.

If the Education Department had a set of ideas,
a scheme, or a plan to handle this problem, surely
that was the opportunity for the Minister to indi-
cate it to us. As [ conclude I repeat again that
all the Minister could say to us in respect of one
of the biggest and most significant changes to the
system was firstly that the teachers were not going
to be replaced by computers; secondly, the method
of paying schoolteachers and staff members of the
Education Department had been switched to the
computer, and, thirdly, the centre for school com-
puter studies had been set up at one particular
high school in Perth.

Mre P, V, JONES: I wish to comment regarding
the remarks of the member for Gosnells. He
has not grasped the fact that there is no under-
spending of salaries at all. He produced this
argument last year, and he quoted the same
figure tonight. He has not read his papers
properly. The allocation for salaries will be
spent. If he looks at the last figure in item
No, 1, he will see provision of $9.5 million is
made for salary and wage adjustments. That
is an estimate of the amount neceded to be set
aside for the salary and wage adjustments which
will occur throughout the year.

Any underspending occurs within that figure,
To try to relate that to the general figure for
salaries by saying that we did not spend the
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allocation for salaries, and the surplus could
have been used for additional employment, is
not to understand the malter.

In a situation like this where we are dealing
with some 21 700 people, an allowance must be
made for salary and wage adjustments. Where
that amount is not totally expended, as was the
case in the last two years—and the member re-
ferred to this matter in the debate last year—
it does not mean there is underspending, The
amount may well be fully utilised this year.
Indeed, having regard for the way the financial
year is proceeding so far [ anticipate the amount
will be totally expended.

In respect of the member's suggestion that it
be used for additional employment, I repeat that
the Education Department is not an employment
agency, We will not use additional funds simply
to employ teachers who happen to be available.

Notwithstanding that, the situation is that-
the item reflects additional employment over
and above what [ require to cope with in-
creased enrolments. It provides for an addi-
tional 429 teachers; 46 more specialists such as
library staff and persons in categories such as
would be required in high school science faculties;
and 120 aides in primary schools. All those staff
are before we start talking of registrars, cleaners,
gardeners, Public Service staff, etc. That is the
amount by which the teaching force has been
increased in this Budget over and above the num-
ber of teachers required to maintain normal staf-
fing after allowing for additional enrolments.

Mr PEARCE: [ will not delay the Chamber.
However, the Minister is only compounding his
own errors by drawing the attention of the Com-
mittee to the provision of salary and wage ad-
justments. When he says that the adjusiments
occur in the sum of $9.5 million that is pro-
vided, he fails to draw attention to the amount
of money the Government is allocating for
education services over and above the $262.082
million, He is providing an additional amount of
$9.5 million for that purpose. [ pointed out last
year that the Government underspent by $5 mil-
lion, I do not have last year's Budget in front
of me to ascertain what provision was made
for salary adjustments, but obviously the Gov-
ernment underspent salaries by $5 million, and
on top of that it had the provision for salary
and wage adjustments.

Over and above the amount of $262.082 mil-
lion a further $9.5 million is allocated, which
means the Government can overrun on teachers’
salaries by $9.5 million before it gets into trouble.
In the last two years not only has there been
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no overrun of $9.5 million, but there has been
no overrun at all. Instead there has been an
underrun of $7 million and $5 million. So if
there is an underrun next year of $6 million,
and that amount is added to the provision of
salary and wage adjustments, the Government
will have a surplus of $!5 million of money
for teachers’ salaries.

I agree with the Minister that there is a
need for variation, but it is still not completely
accurate to count all these sums in the per-
centage increase on education. The Minister is
saying, “Look how much more we are spending
in percentage terms." Yet much of the increase
is illusory because it is a provision for salary
and wage adjustments which has not been spent
in the past two years. This mukes the educa-
tion vote seem much grealer than it really is.

I am tired of the Minister saying the Educa-
tion Department is not an employment agency.
It is. That is the first thing, because it does em-
ploy a lot of teachers, and it has a significant
social responsibilily. We are not suggesting that
the teacher intake ought to be geared solely to
the number of teachers available, but we are
pointing out that the Government has claimed
a commitment {0 decreasing. class sizes. There is
a great degrec of cvidence which suggests that
class sizes smaller than those in Western Aus-
tralia have an advantageous educational effect;
therefore we feel the Government has a respon-
sibility to bring down class sizes as quickly as
possible.

Along with that educational responsibility the
Government is in the very happy circumstance of
having surplus leachers available to bring down
class sizes, and also it has a surplus of money
with which 1o pay them. This is the only Gov-
ernment which has had that happy combination;
no other Government has had it. Yet on both
occasions in the last two years the Government
has chosen to ignore those happy factors working
in its favour.

Item No. 6: Assistance to Private Schouols,
$1i03) 600—

Mr DAVIES: In April of this year [ received
an invitation to attend the opening of the Brother
Edmund Rice Hall at St. Mark’s College. This is
a beautiful hall which was built mostly by volun-
tary fabour. Tt is a multi-purpose hall, and over
252 parents and members of the staff worked on
it. Tt was estimated the hall would cost something
like $200 000, but the actual cost was in the
region of $60000.

[ASSEMBLY?

[ attended the opening together with the
Premier, Bishop Healy, and local and Federal
Government dignatories. The hall was packed with
something like 1 500 people, and even the stand-
ing room was taken up. When introducing guests
and dealing with opening preliminaries, the
master of ceremonies (Brother Tom Pickett) suid
that a great deal of work had been done volun-
tarily, and they were hoping to get some ussist-
ance.

When the principal {Brother Negus) spoke he
gave some broad hints to both the Government
and the Opposition that it was hoped a donation
would be made towards the magnificent hall. He
reminded us that it cost about $60000. The
Premier got up to speak and he was in his most
expansive mood. He said, “This is a magnificent
hali. You people can be proud of what you have
done. This is the initiative that we look for; Lhis
is the initiative that we applaud.” We all got the
feeling the Governmenl would donate some
money. As | said, the Premier was in his most
expansive mood and everyone was smiling, think-
ing they would get some money all right.

The Premier said that only at lunch time just
before leaving his home he had spoken to the
Under Treasurer and said to him, “Something
must be done to help these people. You know,
things might be bad, but there is always some-
thing at the boltom of the barrel. 1 am certain
of that.” Everyone was smiling and saying, “We
are right now.”

The Premier was so carried away with himself
he kept going on and on. He indicated the
brothers would receive an answer within a week.
When he replied, Brother Negus said, *We will
watch every post for that brown envelope; it is
not a matter of whether or not it comes, but a
matter of how much it will contain.” There was
a great deal of clapping and smiling.

I thought the school really deserved some
assistance because the hall is absolutely magni-
ficent, and it was built mostly by voluntary
labour. Not only that, but all private funds were
used.

That was on the 30th July. Subsequently I wrote
to Brother Negus and enclosed a small personal
donation. On the 5th September [ asked the
Treasurer what had happened in respect of that
assistance, and he replied as follows—

(1) to (4 T am in the process of advising
the college the result of the special study
made by the Treasury and myself of
their particular case.
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I would prefer to allow the college the
courtesy of receiving my reply before
making any public comment on the mat-
ter.

[ will let the Leader of the Opposition
have a copy of my letter to the college
as soon as the college has received it
later this week,

On the 3rd October [ again asked the Treasurer
what had happened, and his reply was that a letter
had been posted to St. Mark’s College on Friday,
the 29th September, and a copy had been sent lo
me., [ find on my file that copy arrived in my
office on the 3rd October, the day [ asked the
question. This happens fairly regularly, not only
tlo me, but to other members also. One asks a
question and a letter is sent out or action is taken,
and a Press release is made which pre-empts the
answer which is given in the House, So often
when we ask a question of a Minister a Press
release is issued before Parliament sits, which
gives the answer which will be given in the Parlia-
ment later on. This is obviously deliberate.

On the 29th September the Premier gave me a
full page reply saying that it had been a pretty
hard thing, looking at this problem, and he gave
it a lot of consideration. A couple of months’
consideration?

Mr T. J. Burke: Did he give them any money?

Mr DAVIES: Let me come to the punch line
in my own way. The Premier wrote a three-page
letter to Brother Ncgus, and he finished up by
saying—

. we are not able to find a way of recog-
nising this in a more tangible form through a
special cash payment.

Kindest regards, and every good wish—

Mr Pearce: He got more out of you than he
did out of the Government.

Mr DAVIES: In his most expansive mood
earlier, the Premier said, “It does not matter how
bad things look. There is always something in
the bottom of the barrel,” That was not so when
the cheque was going to be sent.

[ understand that Brother Negus quoted the
Premier's letter in a newsletter distributed to some
600 parents. { also understand that it was distri-
buted at about the time the Premier opened the
Mirrabooka shopping centre. At that stage, some-
one told the Premier they did not think he was
very kind, having led the people to believe some
donation would be made, and then two months
later sending along his good wishes.
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[ understand that there was a running around
once again—"Let us have another look at it. We
have to see what can be done.” However, not one
cent has yet been paid to St. Marks. ‘That is
disgraceful. Surely to goodness the Premier must
have had some idea what would be available be-
fore he stood up before a bishop, dignitaries,
and | 500 people and led them to befieve that
their work was to be recognised. The Premier
should have kept his mouth shut. He should not
have given those people the hope that they would
receive something. He should have had a look at
the position before the Sunday lunch time—before
he sat down to his roast dinner.

[ received the invitation in a letter on the 18th
April. [t was not just a formal invitation; it was
a full page letter, as members can see. The letter
detailed the costs involved, and the voluntacy
effort that had been put into it. I congratulate
those people on what they did. What the Premier
said is absolutely true; it was a magnificent effort.’
It certainly deserved reward. It certainly deserved
a belter reward than the Premier gave them on
that occasion.

I am making a8 plea even at this late stage that
if the Premier can find some of that money in
the bottom of the barrel—even if it is only a
miserable $500, or something like that—it should
be given to those people to show that the Premier
really meant what he said.

The opportunity offered to the Premier was just
too good to miss. [t was just too good a chance
to put on a good show in front of a lot of people,
hoping that they would forget his promises in the
end. [t was a disgraceful episode., { hope it is
not too lale for the people at St. Marks to receive
some money.

Mr P. V. Jones: Are you suggesting that they
did not even get the interest deposit?

Mr DAVIES: [ am suggesting they received
nothing at all,

Yote put and passed.

Part 9: Minister for Industrial Development
and Mines—

MR JAMIESON (Welshpool) [2.19 am]: [
have received information recently that an
approach has been made to the Minister regarding
a Apating dock at Fremantle. There have been
many suggestions over the years that a floating
dock should be established at Fremantle.

The Indian Ocean is a very wide one. In the
northern exlremities of it, there are docking
facilities in I[ndia, in Surabaya, and in Singapore.
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There are docking facilities on the South African
coasl. However, there are none on the Aus-
tralian coast.

With the development of the Narth-West Shelf
project, we can expecl an increase in shipping.
Indeed, there has been greater movement of
shipping needing repairs in this State recently. One
ship may still be in port. That ship had problems,
and it had 10 be towed into the harbour, | svg-
gest there is a need for a ship repair facility at
Fremantie,

Unfortunately, we have not had answers to
questions.  We do not look like receiving them
tonight. Therefore, 1 cannot predict the Minister's
answer to my question. However, 1 understand
that a Mr Charles Hughes, who is an engineer of
some standing, has been asked to report on the
feasibility of a floating dock being positioned in
the Fremantle Harbour. 1t is my understanding
that Mr Hughes is enthusiastic about that possi-
bility. He inspected the slipway facilities that
are available. He suggested that if there were
dredging inside the harbour, alongside the south
mole, there would be sufficient room to place this
facility.

Mr Davies: Inside the main harbour?

Mr JAMIESON: Yes, inside the main harbour.
That would accommodale a vessel up 10 25 000
lonnes, which is a fairly large ship.

Provision should be made for the repair of
vessels of that size. The nearest floating dock al
present is in Melbourne. There are others oulside
Australia, but I understand that one incurs penal-
ties from the Commonwealth unless a case is made
out for exclusion from the penally provisions.

When one considers the naval build-up in
Western Auslralia, the requirement of ships o
service the North-West Shelf project, and the
increase in normal shipping. there is a great
need for a docking facility. The Government
should take up its oplions and do something
about it.

One of the problems at Fremantle recently
has been the question of unemployment. 1 un-
derstand Mr Hughes was very impressed with
the availability of labour. He was also impressed
with the standard of efficiency in ship repairing.
He made mention of the fact that the cosis were
a [ittle higher than others; but that increased
cost was offset by the distance from other dock-
ing facilities.

There are arguments going on aboul the re-
Irenchmenl of workers from the Public Works
Department’s shpway al Fremantle because of the
lack of work opportunities. Unless some move
is made 1o go into the larger field of a foating

{ASSEMBLY]

dock, which could possibly be used by foreign
ships, we will miss out on the opportunity avail-
able to us. It would be an industrial develop-
ment project. Tt would need funds.

1 suggested in my question that the Minister
should request the Premier to make overtures to
Canberra. I see by this morning's paper that
overtures are being made to train efficient work-
men. There is no use having efficient workmen
unless one has efficient facilities for them to work
n.

If the information made available to me regard-
ing the Hughes report is reasonably correct, the
Government should be proceeding forthwith with
moves on this project, It should not wait any
fonger.

There have been discussions aboul docks at
Careening Bay at Garden Island, in conjunction
with the Navy. Projects in relation to Cockburn
Sound have been mooted from time 1o time.
However, this project must be feasible. It is one
thal could be put into operation fairly quickly,
if such a floating dock is made available to
Western Australia.

MR MENSAROS (Floreat-—Minister for Indus-
trial Devetopment) (2.26 a.m.): In connection
with this report, the member for Welshpool will
know that thal came about because of the com-
plaint made by P '& O when thal company said
it was thinking of having all its ships serviced
somewhere else. The company contended that
the slipway a1t Fremantle was not well enough
equipped 1o service its ships. The company
claimed that the electrical equipment was entirely
unserviceable afier a service on the Fremantle
slipway, duwe 10 the jerking.

A conference was held with the unions in-
volved. Some other people were involved in thal
conference. As a resull of the conference, [ asked
Mr Hughes, who appeared to be an independent
observer who had expertise, to look into the situa-
tion. His report was received only recently. Tt
is stilt under consideration, and it will be con-
sidered in connection with other lines of thought
and expert input. 1 hope it will overcome the
accusation againsi the slipway, and that it will
show it was the fault of the ships and not the
slipway thal the clectrical equipment became
unserviceable,

Mr Jamieson: He discounted that claim.

Mr MENSAROS: The Hughes report was not a
formal inquiry, and therefore there were no strict
terms of reference. The further suggestion by
Mr Hughes about the floating dock is a welcome
suggestion. It will be considered very seriously.
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it will be considered in relation to costs and
potential uses,

There are floating docks in Australia. My infor-
niation is that they are under-utilised. Members
would know the fate of larger shipbuilding faci-
lities and ship repair facilities in Australia.

In relation to the North-West Shelf project,
there is the possibility of supplying as much as
we can in Western Australia. There is a high
priority to prepare facilities in Cockburn Sound
plus a breakwater, to enable the final assembly
of modules and other items built in Western
Australia,

[ indicate to the member that the report is
being considered. Other experts will be asked for
comments. No¢ doubt the suggestion regarding
a floating dock will be taken into consideration.

Yote: Industrial Development, $5 156 000—

Item No. 2:
$253 000—

Mr T. J. BURKE: [ am interested in the ques-
tion of travel and motor vehicle expenses.
It has come to my natice that the Minister may
have made use of a chauffeur-driven Rolls Royce
when he last visited London. Did the Minister
in fact make use of this vehicle? Was the cost of
that debited to his department? If so, why was it
necessary (0 hire & Rolls Royce? Why not a
more ordinary car?

Mr MENSAROS: The member's information is
not correct.

Administration  Expenses,

Vote put und passed.

Yote: Mines, $11 046 000—

Iemt No. 1: Salaries, Wages and Allowances,
37 685 000-—

Mr JAMIESON: The policy of the Liberal
Parly in regard to mining has a very important
part to play in the development of Weslern Aus-
tralia. OF course that policy is imposed on the
people in the Mines Department, We have had a
great deal of debate on mining maiters; but one
_aspect occurred to me which is that with the
present policy on mining and the fact that the
Liberal Party backed off recently from inter-
fering with the statement made by the Deputy
Prime Minister in respect of overseas arriange-

ments and financing of contracts For the supply

of various minerals in Australia, [ felt the way
it developed was rather interesting, [ could not
make out why the situation had settled down
and the Prime Minister had backed off finally,

5593

I researched a number of areas and I came
up with the platform of the Federal Liberal
Party of Australia which made the sitvation very
clear. The provisions for future contracts was
the subject of the statement made by Mr Anthony
and it dealt mainly with coal, because contracts
are to be written. It did not deal so much with
iron ore at that time because most iron ore
contracts are of long term. Looking at coal,
T have realised why the Prime Minister has backed
off. On page 57 of the Federal Liberal Parly
platform the following statement appears—

The export of surplus energy resources only
under terms Cincluding price) and in cir-
cumstances which benefit national and re-
gional development.

That policy is very clear. It is no good anyone
trying to run away from it. Liberal Party mem-
bers probably forgot that statement appeared
in their platform until somebody reminded them
and the Prime Minister backed off. That state-
ment is in accord with the desires of Mr Anthony.

Undoubtedly that has a great deal to do with
the current position. Of course the Premier and
the Minister are crying their eyes out, but it will
not do them much good. This statement appears
in black and white and it is part of the Liberal
Party policy and it is not a bad policy.

Mr Davies: Their policy never means much,

Mr JAMIESON: When this was discovered anu
no doubt Mr Anthony reminded members of it, the
Prime Minister was prepared to say, “That is faic
enough. That is our policy.” The Prime Minister
backed off. However, the two local incumbents
do not seem to have opened the Federal policy
booklet for a while. Perhaps they have been put
off by the explosive cover which [ooks as if an
atom bomb has blown up unexpectedly. However,
a bomb would certainly have gone off when the
Prime Minister realised the situation. [ wish
members of the Liberal Party would make sure
where they are going before they make statements
and complain about problems created by their
own actions.

Mr MENSAROS: [ believe you, Sir, were very
tolerant in listening to this matter in connection
with salaries, wages and allowances of the depart-
ment; but as you have done so, [ hope you will
allow me to reply briefly.

The so-called guidefines are against national
and regional interests—if one wants to refer to
the States as being a region of the Commonwealth.
The guidelines are very much against our best
interests and they are based on a lack of business
understanding of the matter in Canberra.
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I wonder whether the member for Welshpool
has read all the guidelines. 1 mention two matters
only amongst many others. Loss of tonnage of
iron ore from Western Australia could be a result
of such a policy. It is a buyers’ market today. A
great deal of iron ore is available all over the
world and it could easily happen that as a result
of these puidelines, purchasing would not be cov-
ered by long-term agreemenis and as Jess
tonnages would be covered by old agreements we
would Jose tonnages as a result. 1 ask members
opposite whal is in the national and regional in-
terest, and, therefore, in the best interests of the
Western Australian Government?

Should we increase the price by a few cents or
should we maintain our tonnages and provide em-
ployment?

The second disadvantage both to the nation
and to the State is that if financiers and developers
hear about these guidelines, it will obviously as it
already has, reduce the credit rating of Australia
and, therefore, of Western Australia.

Mr Jamieson: You ought to have done some-
thing about the Federal Liberal Party platform.

Mr MENSAROS: It has nothing to do with the
platform.

Mr Jamieson: It has plenty to do with the plat-
form.

Mr MENSAROS: It has absolutely nothing to
do with the platform, because the guidelines are
against the interests of the pation and the region
and neither are they in conformily with the plat-
form. That is what I am arguing and what J am
trying to explain to the honourable member.

Mr Davies: The policy was circulated in 1976
and matters have got worse since then,

Mr MENSAROS: The guidelines are against
the best interests of the nation and the region.

Mr Jamieson: You ought {o tell the Federal
conference.

Me MENSAROS: We bhave told the Federal
Government this. The pguidelines reduce the
credibility of Avstralia which makes it more diffi-
cult 1o develop projects particularly as far as the
State of Western Austiralia is concerned. Our
credit rating was one of the best in the world.

Vote put and passed.

Part 10: Minister for Transport—

Vote: Harhowr and Light, $5 816 000—put and
passed.
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Part 11: Minister for Houslng—

Vote: State Housing Commission, $10~—put and
passed.

Part 12: Minister for Lands and Forests—

Yotes: Lands and Surveys, $11 374 000; Bush
Fires Board, $728 990; Forests, $13 983 0600—pot
and passed.

Part 13;: Minister for Local Government and
Town Planning—

MR TONKIN (Morley) [2.40a.m.]: I wish to
refer to a matter in relation to the Shire of Bays-
water. 1 did pot intend to dea! with it, but there
has been an attack on me personally by five
councillors of the Shire of Bayswater. 1 therefore
believe T should indicate what has happened.

First of all I should like to indicate 1 con-
gratulate the Government on its action in dis-
missing the council; but T am critical that the
first report has not been released, because that
would indicate the differences between some of
the councillors. It is unfair that some councillors
are ircated as being guilty when in fact they are
nol. Five councillors wrote a letler to the Min-
ister for Labour and Industry, because he refused
to answer a question on behaff of the Minister for
Local Government. 'Part of this letter was quoled
in The West Australian. Tt is said in this letter that
1 played an underhand role in the destruction of
the Shire of Bayswater. The five councillors said
also that 1 lacked the courage 1o confront any of
them publicly and 1 carried on a campaign of
character assassination.

The five councillors are: A. Hinds, C. R.
Affleck, R. Thompson, W. T. Naylor, and G. ..
Gobbar. Why did they make these malicious com-
ments aboud me? They made them because ]
asked questions in Parliament.

In the first place 1 want to make it clear that
1 was not making assertions about them, but 1
wanted 10 know the answers to questions which
the Minister for Local Government had refused
to give. Do these people not vndersiand it is my
duty as a member of Parliament to ask ques-
tions? It is my duty to protect the interests of the
ordinary people in the area who have been ripped
off by the council in & most shameful fashion. ]
do not believe it is the funclion of shire councils
lo have their hands in the pockels of ratepayers.

If those comments are made about me because
I do my duty by asking questions, 1 will not now
shirk from exposing the councillors folly, cven
though, as | have said, 1 previously was happy to
let the matter drop and not 1o go any furlier in
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exposing them. But now I hive to answer the
charges against me which were made in The
West Australion.

First of all, } did not have an underhand vole
in the destruction of the councillors and the Shire
of Bayswater. They were destroyed by their own
greed and dishonesty. They were destroyed also
by the fact that three former zouncillors were
honest enough 1o take action and ihey showed a
greal deal of courage. Those three former coun-
citlors are P. O'Hara, A. Johnsion, and T. Rey-
nolds. They have suffered a preat deal of personal
abuse from the other five councillors, because
they would not betray their principles.

[ reject the comment that" I have lackaed the
courage to act publicly, because all my work on
this matter has been public. } am prepared to
debate the issues publicly.

1 know the chief spokesman ior the five
councillors, Mr Hinds, refused (o appear on
“TDT™ when be was given the chance o defend
himself. In contrast 1o Mr Hinds | bhave never
refused to appear on “TDT" or on any olher
television programme.

We have to understand what has happened here.
There are three classes of councillors invelved.
Firstly there are the councillors who have eon-
riched themselves from the ratepayers’ pockels,
That is one category. Secondly, there are the
councillors who are guilty also, nol because they
have enriched themselves, but because they have
allowed others to do so. They may have done
this through weakness, because they did nni
want o stand up against their friends or against
people with whom they worked. They turned a
blind eye or refused to expose the dishonesty.
But 1 believe they are guilty, because they were
part of it and they were aiding and abetiing it.

The third category includes those who would
not be part of the corruption. | refer 1o P.
O'Hara, A. Johnston, and T. Reynolds,

In the letier published in The West Anstralian
lies were tald. For example, I asked whether
Mr Gobha had applied for a drain, on land
adjoining his land, 1o be filled in. Notice the
word “adjoining”. The article menlioned that
word. 1 asked whether he had applied for the
drain on the land adjoining his land to be filled
" in They say I implied that he applied 1o have
the drain on his land filled in. 1 actually stated
the drain on the land adjoining his, To say |
implied it was on his land is unirue: it is a
\wisting of the truth,

I would like to point out what happencd with
respect to this tand. Mr Gobba applied for the
drain on the land adjoining his to be filled in
because he wanted to purchase it and use it for
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parking. ‘The council refused. In 1976 Mr Gobba
applied again for the drain (o be filled in and
this time council agreed. M sel aside $11 300,
and gol Mr Gobba 1o coniribute $2 500, The
drain was then Alled in. The council then made
a recommendation in January, 1977, to the lands
Department that the land upon which the drain
was situated should be sold to Mr Gobba for a
nominal sum, It was then sold o Mr Gobba
for $100 and amalgamated with the land on lot
13. So, the siluation is thal the ralepayers paid
something like $11 000, Mr Gobba paid $2 500,
and another $100 to purchasc the land. That man
received a gift from the ratepayers of $9 000,
That is a scandalous act on the part of the
council, and all those who had a hand in it should
be condemned.

Much of the defence of Mr Hinds has been that
he did not really know what was going on. He
said he was in the hands of bureancrats. 1 think
o couple of minutes passed by the council show
that Mr Hinds was in control. First of all, he
was found guilty of acting illegally with regard
10 absenlec votes. He was found guilly by o
magistrate. | did not say he was guilty of that.
A magistrale did.

The worst feature is thal Slab House has had
a monopoly 10 supply kerbing and slabs to the
council. | belicve the Local Government  Act
should be amended to make thai itlegal bhecause
it is nol illegal at the present lime. Councillor
O’'Hara was concerned abont this and he pul o
motion lo the council 1o investignie the question
of the supply of slubs to the council. He was
threatened with legal action by the shire manager.
Why? For doing the job given 1o him a5 a
councillor under the provisions of the local
Government Acl.  The Act enjoins all elecled
councillors 10 look after the money of the rate-
payers, and to make sure conlracts are properly
kept. He was threalencd with legal aclion by
the shire manager, The situation was that he
saw something was wrong and he wanlted to bring
it 1o the attention of the council. However, he
was placed under the threat of a writ from the
shire manager, and he was forced 1o humiliale
himself at the following meeting by apologising,
He moved a motion as follows—

Thalt Council view wilh concern the lack of
control on slabs and kerbs supplied (o Coun-
cii by Slabhousc under the preseni conlricl,
namely—

1. That only one test has been carricd
oul on slabs and kerbs during the
duration of the present contract.
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2. That the clause in the previous
contract requiring a special area for
stockpiling slabs and kerbs 1o be
supplied to Council has been deleted
from the present contract.

3. To remove both the supplier and
the company employees from the
invidious position, either party may
be placed in under the present sys-
tem, an independent body should
be selected {o test slabs taken from
any area within the Council boun-
daries,

As a consequence of Councillor O’Hara’s atlempt
to put a stop to what was taking place, he received
a letter dated the 16th Tune, 1977, from Robinson
Cox & Co., acling for the shire manager (Mr
Wells). Mr O'Hara did not have the money to
fight a court case and so he withdrew the motion
and apologised at the next council meeting. He
apologised for doing his job; what a humiliation!

The shire engineer took it upon himself fo
have some slabs tested. They were so green that
they were falling lo pieces in the hands of the
workers. They were found to be faulty, but the
report was ignored and the practice continued.
That shire engineer later left because he could not
work under such conditions; he was too ethical,

Council decided that extruded kerbing, which
costs something like one-third the price of that
supplied by Siab House, was not 1o be used with-
out the express permission of council. Of course,
council never gave permission to the shire
engineer to buy the cheaper extruded kerbing. It
conlinued to insist thal all kerbing be purchased
from Slab House.

Much more recently than the other tests T men-
tioned, kerbing was tested and found to be
faulty. The contract required that if any one slab
or piece of kerbing was found to be inadequate,
the whole baich should be discarded. However,
the whole baich was not discarded and the terms
of the contraci were not enforced. A fraud was
perpetrated upon the ratepayers of the Shire of
Bayswaler because all these substandard slabs
and kerbings were being forced upon them.

1f the residenls want {o know why their rates
are so high here is one of the reasons. Mr Hinds
was lining his pockets and being supported by the
others of the five.

Tt has heen stated that Mr Hinds did nol know
whal wus going on. However, Mr Hinds had
absolute and dictatorial control over the shire
employees. On the 12th March, 1975, a motion
was passed piving Mr Hinds complete control
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over the staff, so that he could, and did, order
staff not to test his slabs or kerbs. Thal was a
minute passed on the 12th March.

Mr Hinds weni even further. On the 16th July,
1975, a motion was passed setting out that in
future staff were not to raise maltters at council
meetings already resolved by council without the
prior express permission of the shire president. So,
when council employees found that certain illegal
actions were occurring—and Mr Hinds said he
did not know what was going on—they were pro-
hibited from drawing those occurrences to the
atiention of the council without first geiting per-
mission from the president.

I state here unequivocally that shire councils
were not established as playthings for the benefit
of unscrupulous people. We will not support
anyone who does this sort of thing; not for any
reason. 1 do not care whose friends they are,
which political party they support, or what club
they belong to.

All members of this Parliament received u
letier from the five councillors who referred to
various things that were happening. The letier
purporied to answer some of the things sel owt
in the second report which the Minister for Local
Government released to Parliament. 1 will indi-
cate the kind of answers supplied to the ques-

- tiohs. For example, one is headed, “Unusual

Haste” and it concerns lots 473 and 474, together
with two other lots, The four lots were amal-
gamated with undue haste. On a Saturday they
were passed in from an auction, Instead of going
to a town planning commillee meeting, on the
Wednesday—four days later—without consulting
Margaret Feilman, who was the consultant the
shire retained for the purposes of town planning,
they were amalgamated.

The amalgamated blocks were to be used for
group housing. Those amalgamated lots were
more valuable than the separate lois and they
should have been offered to the public once
their status had been altered 10 make sure that the
highest price was obtained. They were not; they
were sold by private treaty. The four separatc
lots were passed in, amaigamated wilhoul going
to the consuMani on town planning, and then sold
by private treaty. Who were they offered to?
Roberi John Mauarshall, the son of the auctioneer,
for $50000. No valuation was oblained. Mr
Hinds witnessed the signature of Marshall on the
offer and acceptance form.

In  August, 1977, Anderson Constructions
offered $85 000 for the block. The facts were
disclosed to the CIB, and the confract was res-
cinded and did not go through. That answers
the comments made by the five who staled that
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it was nonsense Lo talk about unusual haste having
occurred. That gives some idea of the kind of
by-passing which accurred. The idea of an auction
is to make sure that the highest price is obtained
in the inlerests of the landowner. That system
was short-circuited.

The appointment of Mr Theo Symonds as fown
planner was recommended by Councillors. Bob
Thompson and W. J. Naylor. Comments about
Mr Symonds included—

Has independent means and will not be
swayed by outside interests.

Is a brilliant organiser and town planner.

In actual fact, this person had no qualifications
whatsoever with regard to fown planning. When
he was appointed as town planner he was actually
in dispute with the council over some land he
owned. What a lovely type of person to have
on the shire; a landowner in dispute with the
council. He was appointed as 1own planner so
that he could fix things vp.

Lot 431 was offered for sale and an offer of
$40000 was refused because the council con-
sidered i1 was worth $80000. It was offered to
oil companies for a service station sile, but no
offers were received. The classification was altered
1o “Shopping”. It was not offered to the general
public so il was not known whether it would be
worth more or less. Once again, it should have
been offered to the public once its classification
had been changed so that the landowners gol
the best price. The Governor’s approval was not
obtained for a sale, which is a reguiremenl of
the scheme. The block was sold to Crimea Pty.
Lid. for $30000. Remember, a sum of $40 000
was knocked back because the council considered
it was worth $80000. Tt was sold by private
ireaty for $30000,

Council was never asked for its opinion by Mr
Hinds who organised this sale to Crimea Pty. Lid,

Finally, there is the question of nol calling
tenders. Under the Local Government Act, a
council must call tenders for anything in eéxcess
of $4000, So 1o avoid calling tenders, at one
stage the council broke up ils jobs so that each
one was for less than $4 OD0O and the jobs were
then.given to Goldfields Contractors without going
through the process of tendering. On another
occasion, several people submilied tenders. Coun-
cil said al) the tenders were satisfacory, and (hen
gave to Mr Hinds the power 1o gel. anyone 1o do
the job, subject to plant being available. Members
know already whose planl was always available—
the favoured tenderer: Goldfields Contractors.
This company was given all the jobs under $4 000.
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Fancy a shire accepling all tenders, even though
they varied in price, and saying that all were
satisfactory.

I have risen on this matter firstly because of
my duly to the electors of my area and to the
ratepayers of the Shire of Bayswater. As I said,
all the councillors have been dismissed, and it is
the right of the ratepayers to know which coun-
cillors were involved. T have had people say to
me, “They are all as bad as one another.” 1 say,
“That is unfair. You have to work out who has
had his hand in your pocket, who has been going
along with it, and who has been fighting like
fury to try to end it.”

T was not prepared to have the maiter dropped.
The member for Maylands and I both asked
questions that were not answered by the Minister,
I thought that was the end of it, but when five
councitlors wrote a letfer saying that 1 had some
underhand part in destroying the council—which
is nonsense—and saying 1T am not game to front
them publicly, that was too much. They sought
to besmirch my name merely because T have
asked questions about what is going on. It is
my duly as a member of Parliament to ask ques-
tions. I could not be silent any longer. T will
sce that the people of the area know the facts
for themselves, and 1 will say quite clearly that
I am prepared to debate this matter with the five
councillors, or with anyone else for that matter.

Shire councils are not sel up purely 1o provide
an extra source of income for certain unscrupu-
lous people. 1 apree with the comment thal
similar things are going on all over the place,
It is unfortunate that town planning schemes
lend themselves to such actions. Amongsi the
councillors we find a large number of business-
men, developers, people dealing in land, and
owners of land. The temptation must be very
strong to sec that one is not disadvantaged under
a town planning scheme. 1 know that many can-
didates will stand for the Bayswater Shire Council
elections on the 24th February, and many of
these people are saying publicly, “1 own my
house, but that is all | have. T am an ordinary
person on a wage or a salary. [ have no axe
to grind and in no way wonld any decision of
this council benefit me.”

T am not sure whether it is the official ALP
policy at the moment, bul certainly most of our
members believe that councillors should be paid.
The argument is that if people are being paid
for the enormous amount of time they put in on
council work, to some degree the kind of tcmp-
tation { am referring (o would be removed,
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Above all, the local CGovernment Act should
be amended so that it is illegal for a shire
councillor to be the sole supplier of goods o
his own council. This went on for years in the
Shire of Bayswater. Some people have known
abouwt i1, but it has been brought to light now
because some courageous councillors were de-
termined thal it would cease.

1 believe the Government acted correctly. 1
the Governmenl(, having this kind of evilence, did
not dismiss a council, we could say that il was
an accomplice. The Minister look a couragecous
action, because any Minister woultd bhe very
loath to dismiss a council. However, 1 criticise the
Minister for not going one step further and
saying, “The people have a right 1o know the
basis on which 1 dismissed the council.” The first
reporl should have heen released for thut pur-
pose. The Minister's comment was thut some inno-
cenl people would be harmed by the release of
the report, hut surely certain sections could have
been deleted. There is a lol morc to this matter.
1 have checked and double checked my slory, and
1 have lefl out a great deal of it where there just
may be a doubt. | have mentioned only those
matters about which there is no doubt.

MR SKIDMORE (Swan) [3.06 a.m.1: 1 rise also
1o speuk nboul the manner in which some shire
councils carry out their duties. | endorse the re-
marks made by the member for Morley. | want
to refer specifically 1o allegalions made under a
statutory declaration by the Deputy President of
the Swan Shire Council. It is fairly obvious in
the documeniation made available to me that
somchody’s hands have heen going into ihc
pockets of the ratepayers.

A standord contract was let, setling oul certain
rates of cartage per cubic metre of sand, and
difTerent rates were set for different distances. One
tender was lower than those submitied by three
other firms. The successful tenderer was from o
company under the contral of Councillor Mar-
shall, the shire president. The Minister stated in a
reply (o my guestion that she felt it was wrong
and improper 10 examine this issie as the stalu-
tary declaration was being investigaled.

I feel 1 must exhibil my concern lonight us did
the member lor Morley. | have looked al some
of these work dockets, and | have calcalated the
distance from the sand pit—which is owncd by
Carl Georgefi, who is also the Deputy President
of the Swun Shire Council—Ilo the place where
the sand wuas to be deposited. It became quite
obvious 1hai muny of the deliveries must have
gone by a most circuitous roule. This resulted in
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the council paying a higher rate for the carlape
of the sand. In other words, although this tender
was the lowesl, the rate was being jacked up.

1 am led to believe, although possibly this
matter could be challenged, that some of 1he
sand sold to the shire was actually owned by the
shire and not by the holder of the pin—Carl
Georgeff. On some "occasions sand has been re-
moved from outside the boundaries of the pil
from the verges of the road. This could even
undermine the road in cerinin places. So the
Swan Shire Council is paying for sand from an
area which it owns and also it will have to pay to
make good the damuge caused by taking the
sand.

The previous investigation led very quickly 1o
the demise of the Bayswater Shire Council. |
certainly hope that the inquiry on the maticer |
have raised is rapidly moving to finality. As the
member for the districl, | believe thal my eleciors
have the right to know aboul these matters. |
make no allegation against any of the members
concerned.

Mrs Craig: What have you been doing for the
last 10 minutes?

Mr SKIDMORE: That is exactly what T woukl
expect from a biased Liberal Party Government.
Councillor Cooper is making the allegations. aot
E I have looked at these documents, and if they
have not been made available 1o the investipating,
officer, 1 would be only 100 happy o pass them
ta him. | checked out some of the distances
shown on these work dockets and they certainly
are not correct. | am not making accusalions bul
I am just saying that an investigation should be
held and as quickly as possible so that the coun-
cillors themselves know what is happening.  IT
Councillors Marshall and Georgefl are exoncrated
by the inquiry, that will clear them, but if the
investigation reveals the contrury, the people of
the district have 1he right 10 know.

On the nolice paper 1 have a guestion relating
1o a &1 million deal but that gquestion still has to
be answered. Like the member for Morley, as o
member of Parliament I must try to discover
the facts. If members of the council have the
hide and effrontery 10 say that 1 am nnderhanded,
I will certainly accept the challenge.  If the people
of my clectorale do not believe | am doing the
right thing, | wilf not he here afier the next elee-
tion, 1 do not believe that will happen,  Once
this whole matter has been aired. we will have 2
hetter council and one that will take care of its
ratepayers in o beller way. 1 conclude my re-
marks on thal nole,
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MR DAVIES (Vicloria Park—l.eader of the
Opposition) 13,14 a.m.1: | wish lo make a few
remarks about local governmen! and town plan-
ning. 1 am sure this will make the Minister say
that T am viciously attacking or hounding an
officer of the Main Roads Department as she
indicated the other dauy when she was not able
1o answer the questions 1 put to her. This is
always & good way to cover up if one finds
things are u little too hot. | brought this malter
up because the councillor concerned wenl( to his
own member—the member for Murdoch—but
he was nol able 1o pel any satisfaction.

He said he could nol do anything, and the
Government has done everything in the proper
way. He came 10 me to express his concern
regarding the leaking of information.

1t seems there is a double standard with this
Government. [I depends on what the informa-
tion is, and to whom it is leaked as to how the
Government reacts. If the Governmenl is going
to adopt a standard, it should be the same in all
cases and should not conflict.

Mr Jamieson: It is all right 1o leak it to private
enterprise, but not to anyone else.

Mr DAVIES: That is the point 1 was about
to make. 1 will not deal with it a1l any great
length at this time. However, I serve notice
that unless we receive some salisfaction on this
matier we will raise it again when Parliament
resumes. | am not after anybody’s blood, bot
1 do want justice done. 1t is no good the Min-
ister lifting her head above her pile of Hansards,
and smirking.

Mrs Craig: | am lifting them higher so that
you cannol see.

The Minister has no need lo
do thal; she is not ugly. | do not dislike her
face. However, | da dislike the rather cavalicr
manner with which she has treated this maller.
This councillor has tried to do Lhings in o proper
way, and he has been given the runaround and
the treatment. At least the Minisler should show
him the courtesy of giving him 10 minutes of
her time; he has made himsell available at any
time, He raised the matier through the proper
channets. He saw  his local member, wha s
a member of the Minisler’s own party. His local
member said, 1 can do nothing for you.” Having
gone through the proper channels. he hronghi the
matter to me.

Mr DAVIES:

| do not inlend 1o go through all the cor-
respondence on ihe matter. Il is quile apparcenl
that the technical subcommiltee which was estab-
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lished to report to commiltee “C" had a report
to present to thal commillee on the 7th Novem-
ber this year. Al councillors in the south-east
corridor were invited Lo altend, because it affecied
all of them. I understand some 50 atlended, and
a broad outline was given.

Those councillors were asked to keep the in-
formation confidential. Councillor Tacoma asked
why the information had been given lo three
developers in a letter of the 16th October. 11 had
heen given by Mr Hackeit from the Main Roads
Department after he had consulled with senior
officers of the Town Planning Depuariment; we do
not know who they are, and there is no indica-
tion of who they are in the report.

As a matter of fact, | could tear that report
apart fairly easily, but | will not bother to do so
now. | am simply serving notice that unless we
receive more satisfaction between now and the
time Parliament resumes we will be doing some-
thing about this matter again, because 1 do nol
believe private developers should be privy under
any circumstances lo confidentinl information
which should be given oul only at the proper
time, to the proper people and- in the proper
order.

If the information had been made available
on a confidential basis 1o the Town of Canning
or {o any other shire and it had been leaked,
those concerned would be subject 1o a penalty.
The Government says, “We must be fair to every-
body.” The Government is not being fair to every-
body. Somebody is getling the advantape of
receiving extra information, and that is just not
good enough.

Counciflor Tacoma's honour is at siake. He
has played this striclly down the line and has
done everything in a proper manner. Indeed,
when a special meeling was convened for the
councillors to be given confidential information,
he moved a motion which was unanimously car-
ried that the information be not given, despile
the fact that senior officers from the Town Plan-
ning Department and the Main Roads Depart-
men! had gathered to pass the information to the
council. They did not want 10 be in the position
of not being able to discuss it.

1 understand that the town planner and engi-
neer of the Town of Canning, Mr Chamberlain
and Mr Ron Andrews, know the recommenda-
lions because they were on the commitiee. Until
this information can be properly released it
should not be released. To say that everything has
been done in a proper manner is neither satis-
factory to the Opposition nor accepluble o me.
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MRS CRAIG (Wellington—Minister for lLocal
Goverament) 13.22 am.): | do not wish 1o add
anything o the statement | made 10 the Chamber
at the time we witnessed the dismissal of 1he
Bayswider Shire Council. | think the member Tor
Morley uaderstands that point full well. Pechaps
1 should reiterale the point b omade at thal tinwe;
namely, that there is no intention of releasing
the tirst report Tor the very reason there may be
some innocent persons who really were never
implicated. 1 believe it wias this Governmeal's
duty to indicate quite clearly that there were
sullicient reasons for dismissal, and the tabled
document did thal.

I must register my great disappoiniment at the
fauct that two members in this Committee have
uscd this  opportunity to denigrate  councillors,
If that is what they choose to do | am sorry.
I do not intend 10 comment on the points they
have raised. excepl to say | am somewhal con-
cerned it should have been  suggested that »
person who stamds for council is acceptable only
if he can say, "l live here, | house in
the area™, and that no-one else is acceptable.

hive u

In regurd to the matler raised by the Lender
of the Opposition, | have muade it quite clear
that 1 am satisfied there was no impropricty. |
regrel that he feels councillor Tacomu has been
given “the runaround and the treatment”™. 1 had
a vonversalion with the member for Murdoch in
relation (o the matter which concerned councillor
Tavoma; | believe that maller referred principally
to his concern aboul his non-admittance to o
meeting. In that particular instance the councillor
did turn up lo an executive meeting which he was
not enlitled 1o attend.

Mr Davies: That is a
know.

malter of doubl, you

Mrs CRAIG: It was an unfortunate facl: coun-
cillor Tacoma was the recipient of un agenda
hecause he telephoned and asked for one. The
position wias clearly expliined 10 hiny. | thought
he understood the situation, and there was abso-
lutely no need for him to come to see me.

In regard to the other malters, [ believe Mr
Hackell has written to councillors. It seems {o
me that the leader of the Opposition is in
receipt of [ar more information in relation 1o
this matter than 1; the guestion on the noljce
paper today cerlainly indicates that to me. | think
the message is quite clear.

Mr Davies: What message is thal? What
quite clear? Speak up! Whal are you trying o
siy?

Mrs CRAIG: 1 wish the Leader of the Oppo-
sition would nol be so rude.
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Mr Davies: 1 am not heing rude; |
hear you,

Mrs CRAIG: H the Leuder ol the Oppositive
would stop walking, he might ke uhle fo hear,

ciannut

Mr Davies: 1 think you are incompetent!

Mry CRAIG: | have no intention at this stage
of the proceedings 10 elaborale in any way o
what | huve already said.  The leader of ko
Oppusition chooses 10 biing this up continuadl,
because he is determined with i deep vindictive
ness lo diseredit an officer which in this case 1 do
not believe he has the right 10 do. 1 will defendd
that officer (o the best of my ability beciause bre
has writlen to the people concerned and indicate!
exactly what action was laken by him.

Mr Davies: It
Mudam.

makes no difference a1 all,

Yote: and

passed.

Local Government, $987 d{Hl—put

Yote: Town Planning, $2 310 000—

e Neao 1D Sularies, Wages ond  Allowances,

31887 ol —

Mr DAVIES: This item provides for the saliries
and wiages (o be paid to officers who give ow
infarmation when they should nol give out infur-
mation, | am sarry if the Minisler is vpsel and
1 apologise if she believes | have been rude to
her. However, it secems quile evident 1o me the
Government feels il can pet owt of any position
in which it finds itself simply by suying, I
refuse lo answer any more questions.” We have
had the position where this Chamber has heen
lrealed with contempt und the Legistative
Council has been treated with contempt.

Once apmin, | serve notice on the Minister that
unless | ohain some salisfaction, and unless she
agrees 1o see councillor Tavoma and hear him
out—he is entitled 1o stule his case hecause his
henour as much as anybody else’s is ol stake --
the Minister has not heard the fast of this matier.
Councillor Tacoma did everything required ol
him. He upproached the member for Murdoch
as his local member and when he was unable o
oblain satisfaction there he (ried throngh (he
council to keep things guietl. ay he wias required
to do.

Now, | am suppused to be privy o additional
information to which the Minister for lLogai
Government is not privy. | will make available
lo her at any time the file | huve on Lhis matter,
It comprises a letter daled the 16th Octobe
which was sent out and published in the council
minutes and which admits o  the infarmation
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being made available to private developers. The
resl of the question 1 placed on the notice paper
refated 1o the very documents the Minister tabled
in this Chamber, If she did not read them before
tabling them. | am sorry for her. However, they
arc the only documents 1 have,

The Criminal Code was brought to hear on
some poor little clerk in the State Housing Com-
mission.  The Government immediately called in
the CIB when there wis un alleged leak. How-
ever. what happencd when there was an alleged
leak which gave an wlvantage 1o private develop-
ers? The man who allegedly leaked the informa-
tion said in a letler that he was sorry and the
Town Planning Commissioner pul out a report
comprising one pape saying that he had asked
some senior officers, and they decided—contrary
lo the Act, apparently—that the material could
be releaseq.

By what authority can this be done? Why is
a double slandard being adopled by the Govern-
ment? | am not being vindictive. However, we
wanl 1o see justice done. Who is the Minister
trying 1o defend? Is she trying to defend some
sléight of hand which goes on within her depart-
ment? These are the kinds of things we want 1o
know. If we had received a modicum of satis-
faction we would nol have said another word.
However, one can drive a horse and cart through
the papers which have been tabled and the explan-
ation which the Minister has given. Yet we werc
supposed to sit down and accepl them and say
nothing mare. We will not do that.

I will repeat for perhaps the fifth 1ime that
unless we receive satisfaclion, 1 serve notice on
the Minister thul the maller will be raised when
Parliament resumes.

Vole put and passed,

Part 14: Minister for Health and Community
Welfare—

MR DAVIES (Victoria Park—Leader of the
Opposition) 13.30 a.m.1: It was less than 24 hours
ago that | was at Wittenoom and members may
have heard on the radio or in the Press that
people there are most angry a1 the Government
for its cavalier treatment of them. We all know
the background and why there is likely to be a
danger for people to continue living in the town,
The matter has been brought to the notice of the
Government in various ways and on various
0CCASIions.

After some months the Minister for Mines. the
former Minister for Health, and the former
Minister for Labour and Industry visited the
tawn. They arrived by charter on the 23rd June

last and spent some fowr hours in and around
(176}
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the town. | was unable 1o locale anyone to whom
the Ministers had actually spoken. A Mr McGuire,
wiho is associaled with Pilbara Tours, arrived by
charter some short while before the ministerial
parly und left just after, and he is on record s
making u statement. The ncxt day there was o
statement by the Minister for Health indicaling
the Government would make its decision known
within a fortnight,

We take il for granied thc ministerial parly
was going there to examinc the likely dangers
from breathing blue asbestos fibres becauvse of
the increasing concern over the past monihs
regurding the health of the people, particularly
those who had worked in the mine and were now
living in and around the town. We presumed
the Ministers had arrived to invesligate this and
that they would let it be known what happened.

Despite the facl that the Press on various occa-
sions asked what progress was heing made, up o
date no decision has been made. The people are
angry for a number of reasons, hut mostly be-
cause not even a progress report has heen given.
They are not cven convinced proper tests have
been carricd out to see just how much ashestos
fibre is in the air. It is true that for a periad of
about one week instruments were worn by nine
volunteers in and around Wittenoom and that
fitters from these were sent down to Perth for
analysis. Tt is also true to say thal some time
after the ministerial visit, Dr Compston, who is
from the Clean Air Division of the Public Health
Department, visiled the town and interviewed
cerlain people who were prepared to talk about
the problem. 1 believe he was there for two days
and he spoke about the results of the tesis. and
he answered queries.

He pointed owt the difficulties of gelting proper
air samples. He pointed oul that the figures he had
indicated that the amount of asbestos Rbre in the
air at times was considered unsafe. He said there
wus more fibre per cubic metre than would be
safe, but qualified this by saying it would be differ-
ent in different cases. There was more fibre in the
air when it was blown up by cars travelling along
roads. Tt varied in and around the town, depend-
ing on what sort of day it was. He qualified this
further by saying it would depend on whether
there was a wind or nol, or whether it was wet
or dry. The people have been 10ld nothing final
about the problem.

Through their members of Parliament they
have made approaches to the Government, but the
answers to those approaches have been that the
matter is under consideration. It has been under
consideration for far too long! § have a tape with
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me of a conversation between one of the residents
and Dr Cumpston, which indicates to me that
whilst it may be reasonably safe for adults to
remain in the town, it is not desirable that children
shauld remain there.

This has gone on for something like two years.
As a result of all this the town is slowly grinding
to a balt. The tourist season just past was prob-
ably the worst for a considerable number of
years, Indeed, two tours booked for early next
year have been cuncelled already.

The West Pilbura Shire seems to nave aban-
doned the town ulthogether. Nothing at all is
being done; certainly nothing has been done
during the current Fnancial year. Generally, re-
quests for the council to be present at meetings
have been ignored, nithough one local councillor
has gone along to the meetings. Unfortunately,
he has been charged with defending the council,
rather than adequately representing the people
of Wittenoom. | cannot make a statement on that
because | have insufficient informution to make
a judgment. However, that is the kind of repre-
sentation the locals have been geiting from the
shire,

The people calling the meetings are not stirrers;
they are people with a genuine concern. One man
has a wife who is pregnant, and another man has
young children; both these men are genuinely
concerned. Both want to know just what is their
position. I believe the people there are the hard
core residents who genuinely want to stay in the
town. There are only about ‘143 of them. There
arc two exploration groups and certain Govern-
ment officers, such as the postmaster and the
shire people. There are very few others. The
people there at the present want to remain there.

Members who have been to Wittenoom will
appreciate how beautiful the scenery is and what
a great lourist aitraction we have within reason-
able striking distance of Perth. It is probably one
of the finest areas for scenery in the whole of
Australia.

Hawever, people ure obviously not interested In
going there and no-one seems to want to spend
any money there; that is, no-one except the State
Energy Commission which has just built 2 new
power house costing in excess of $250 000,

The Minister for Mines looks after the SEC
also. 1| am sure he was distressed (o find the SEC
had buwilt that power house when there is such a
question mark hanging over Lhe town.

Mr Mensaros; Lt depends at which time you
date the question; it has been established for
nine months,

[ASSEMBLY]

Mr DAVIES: | think it was two years ago
when | first raised the question of the danger
from asbestos. It has been under constant review
since then. | suppose a power house can still send
its product over some distance even if the town
has to be shifted.

It seemed more than pussing strange that we
should nave this one Minister responsible for two
aspects of development in the town. If it had
not been for the SEC employees present in the
town. this year would have been a really disastr-
ous one. So the power house has been of some
good to some people,

Mr Mensuros: The pgenerating plant was run
down and dangerous.

Mr DAVIES: | suppase it depends on which
comes first. [f the Government had made a deci-
sion regarding the future of the town, it could
have decided how much it could have spent on
the town. It becomes as simple as that. The
Hamersley exploration feam has its own power
plant and perhaps it could have been able to feed
power to the town. ‘[t Joes seem the town [s
being run down generally, and apart from the
power house the Government has not been spend-
ing maney.

The West Pilbara Shire has not budgeted one
cent for the town in the current year. The shire
is showing an amazing lack of interest in ils
ratepayers. IL seems that persons with young
children are being transferred out of the town if
they ask for a transfer. The schoolmaster, who
has done u splendid job in fund raising this year,
is going afier one year in the town. The normal
appointmenl is for two years. He is leaving be-
cause he has young children and is being replaced
by an unmarried man,

The ranger has a young child and he put in
for a transfer, which was refused initially. After
Dr Cumpston visited the area he again applied
for a transfer and within a week his transfer was
granted. He is being replaced by a ranger who is
married but has no children. It seems, where
possible, action is being taken to take children
out of the town.

The Opposition applauds this but | cannot help
but feel it is all helping to run the town down. It
is ascknowledging a danger before anylhing has
been sailt positively and it is likely the news will
be that everyone should get out of Wittencom,
Neither 1 nor the people of Wittenoom kaow
what the position is likely to be. They want the
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position clarified and this was staled in the Jast
letter they sent to the Premier dated the 21st
November, 1978, 1t reads as follows—

This non-payment of charges will remain
in force until such time as we receive a
satisfactory answer from your Government
on the following points:—

(1) A statement regarding the level of
health risk in the Wittenoom town-
ship appertaining to asbeslos tail-
ings.

(2) A statement on the fulure of Witten-
oom.

Following last week's Cabinet meeting the Premier
said a decision may be made 1his coming Monday,
but the people of Witiencom were not happy
about that. They will be happy if the Premier’s
promise is kept, but they point to the fact that
such promises were going to be kepl in a fort-
night, another fortnight, in a few weeks, and now
next Monday. | am trying to impress on the
Premier the need to make a decision.
Complexities are involved and | was fair enough
to point this out to the residents at a meeting on

Wednesday evening. Seventy-eight of the residents

turned up at that meeting. Some progress musi
be made and a progress report should be pre-
pared. ] am not oppased to the people of Wit-
tenoom being 10ld what the decision is before
Monday. | realise the Premier is not usually
bursting to tell the world at large what Cabinet
has decided. We would like to know when and
how he is going to do anything for the people of
Wittenoom.

The townspeople are not excited about the West
Pilbara Shire's attitude. | do not know whether
it would be best to do something through the shire
or through Mr Godwin, who has written several
letters to the Premier. Obviously the Premier
knows where to contact the man because he sent
him a telex at his place of work yesierday. The
peaple have to be given adequate notice of zny
meeting. 1 is not possible to call a representative
meeting during the day as most of the people are
working. 11 would have to be held around 7.30
p.m., which is the usual time for the holding of
their meetings. The people want 10 know the
Government's recommendation and on what basis
the Governmeni has made ils recommendation.
That is not unreasonable. They will not be happy
unless they know why a decision is made and the
basis for it.

There seems to be a lack of co-ordination and
genuine effort to do the sampling upon which
the Government might be required to make a
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decision. The personal sampling which was done
for about a week some time ago, and which was
due to recommence early in October, apparently
has not been recommenced.

It was thought at the meeting that volun-
teers were required, but when a call for volunteers
was made a lady who works for the shire and
whose name | do not recall said from the back of
the meeting, “Don’t worry about volunteers. We
have all we want.” If they have all the volun-
teers they want, we wonder why the programme
is no! proceeding.

Na-one is taking an interest in the people
of Wittenoom. If someone is taking an inlerest
in them it js not getting back 1o them by way
of communication.

1 point to the short visil by (hree Ministers—a
high-powered contingent—who do not appear to
have made any contact with the representalive
residents in the area. A slatement was mule in
Perth by Mr McGuire who arrived shortly before
the Ministers and, | understand. lefl just afier
them.

The shire has not shown itself to be willing—
in fact it has shown a marked reluctance 1o
co-operute—so the people arc left Lo their own
devices. | think the threat not to pay any
Government or shire rates, taxes, and charges
was sponilaneous because they felt so frusirated
that no-one was taking any notice of them,

They have received a telex and leiter from the
Premier indicating that the matter is under con-
sideration and that they will be notified of the
result shortly. 1 realise that there are problems,
but it would have been so much better if somcone
had gone there 1o speak (o the meeting and
explain those problems. It is more than five
months-—five months and a day—since they were
told they would get the result within a fortnight,
yet the other day, when 1 asked a question regard-
ing the matter, the Minister for Mines said it
was not really anything to do with his department,
and 1 suppose that is right. '

He had been up there, but it is cerlainly not
a mining matier; il is the result of a mine., When
the member for Maylands asked what has been
done in regard (o sampling, the Minister repeated
what we already knew. He said he did not know
whether any more was being done.

This is the kind of disorganisation which makes
the people so unhappy. 1 had hoped to go up
there after the session concluded, but T was
pleased to receive the invitation because it meant
I was there on Wednesday evening. 1 can only
repeal to members the feecling of these peoplc
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and the hope they have Lhat someone wilh
authority from the Government will be sent there
to let them know what is happening.

It seems lo them that perhaps there might not
be very much danger in their living there. |
certainly do not think there is danger in a
casual visit and it seems, except for young children,
there is no danger in living there. However, we
know that there are many young children up
there.

All around the town there are asbestos libres. -
on the airstrip, on romds, and in the houses. They
huve been used in the mixing of cement and they
were on the race track. However, the race track
has now been covered with loam and gruss is
growing on it. Despite this, there must be some
fibres in the air all the time because large dumps
stifl remain at the mine site and there is a notice
indicating that the tailings must not he removed
and that there is a penally for their removal.
1 think it was issued by the Public Health Depart-
ment, but it is almost impossible to read the
notice because it is so old, ‘Therefore, it Jdoexs
not impress upun people that there is a danger
in the removal o disturbance of the tailings.

All the people have swories to tell, even people
who told me they ure prominent members of the
I.iberal Party up there. They afl ask why they
cannot obtain a result. [ have pages of noles
from people who have expliined their case to me
and asked what shall be done, They want to
know whether there is any dJanger and what the
result has been of the work carried out over
more than five months. If there is no result
they should be told, even if it is thought that it
will take another six months,

One person indicated 10 me that he would
rather wait another six months if it meant they
would get a thoroughly proven recommendation
and 1 can understand that such an opinion would
be acceptable., Someone in authorily must com-
municate with them and let them know what is
going on und whether or not there is to be a
continwing sampling. Everything seems to have
been done so far on a far too casual, ad hoc
basis and ! hope that what we read in the paper
recertily was true; that is, that one of the Cubinet
Ministers ~perhaps the Minister himself—is going
up there, Indeed, T plead for it to be true even
if it is only 1o tell these people what progress is
being made and that there is po recommendation
at present.

Because of the lateness of the hour b will not
detail some of the ouerinl | have, but | do
hope something positive will be done for these
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people who have been on & houvk, nibbling o it
were, for far o long, They deserve 1o he 1whi
what their likely future will be.

MR HODGE (Melville) 13.52 am.1; [ want
10 take the opportunity {0 express my disappoint-
ment ubout the way Western Australia has been
trealed by Senator Murgaret Guilfoyle in respect
of applications made from this State under the
family support services scheme.

About Murch of this year, the (hen Minister
for Community Welfare, the member for Kim-
berley, wrote to about 100 or 200 groups through-
out the State inviling them to make submissions
for funds under the new scheme which is 1w bhe
a jointly administered scheme funded by the
Federal Government. An amount of $1.2 mil-
lion is allocated to Weslern Australin, so the
Minister tells us,

The Melville City Council formed a subcom-
mittee of councillors which did a lot of hard
work and made an cxeellent submission to the
joint Commonwealth-State committee set up Lo
administer the scheme in this State. The com-
mittee suggested the council should be funded o
two full-time social workers and a part-time back-
up office worker. The total amount sought over
the three-year period was abhout 380 000,

The uapplication was considered by the com-
nmittee and negoliations and discussions were held
between the commitice and oflicers of the Mel-
ville City Council. The original <submission was
trimmed down and the council agreed to reduce
the amount claimed o about $56 (0 which wus
cnough to fund one full-lime socinl worker amd
ong porl-time social worker, the office worker Lo
be paid for by the council. This cepresented u
significant  reduction in what the council was
seeking.

I am told that eveatually, out of 100 applica-
tions received by the Commonwealth-Stale com-
mittce, 26 wure approved by the commiltee and
sent to Scnator Guilfoyle for her formal ac-
ceptance.  The applicvations were all thoroughly
scrutinised, examined, and costed so that they
would nol exceed the $1.2 million ullocated (o
the Stule.

After wailing for a period of about six moaths
for this formal recognition from Senalor Guil-
foyle, it come only after a bit of prompting from
our State Minister for Communily  Welfare,
Evenlually we received the final announcement
which we had cexpected to he o formalily, but
much to the disappointment of many people in
Western Austrlin only 21 projects were approved.
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Five worthy and needed prujects were vejecled.
No explanation has been advanced by Senalor
Guilfoyle as to why the applications were re-
jected. They were all subject to the closest
scruliny by the Communwealth-State commitiee
and recommended by the Western Australian
Minister. They did not exceed the budget allo-
cuted to the State.  In fact, the total grant macde
to the State was about $900 000 so that at least
$300 QU0 does not seem 1o have been allocated as
yet.

I am hopeful that if the State Government was
prepared Lo tike the malter up and push it Fairly
vigorously there is still some hope the live re-
jected applications might be reconsidered by the
Federal Minister. Only about $100000 is in-
volved to linance the whole five projecis.

Some worth-while applications were made and
then rejected vut of hand without any explana-
lion betng given. We deserve one. Bt is nol ask-
ing too much for the people of Western Aus-
tralia to be given an explanation by the Federal
Minister. T am sare that if the Premier oc the
Minister took the matter up and pressed vigor-
ously enough, we would get onc.  In fact, the
matter may be reconsidered oand thal is really
what | and many others are secking.

The projects are worth while. indeed, there
is a pressing need for social workers in my clee-
torate.  The MCC does not employ one, amd
yet we have a very large SHC area. In fact,
there are Iwo in tThe municipality and also other
low-income areas which have many prohlems
necessitating the assistance of welfare workers.
At this stage the MOC cannol employ a social
worker oul of ity funding and it submilted a good,
well-documented  case which shoull have bheen
accepted by the Federal Minister. So 1 urge
the Premier, who is slanding in for the Ministee
for Health, to take this matter up 1o scc whether
he can persuade Senator Guilfoyle to give some
explanation as to why the five projects were
rejected and perhaps she will reconsider them.

MR WILSON (Dianella) 13.5% a.m.1: | wish to
ruise (he matter of the continuing delay in the
preparation and gazettal of new regulations for
noise control.  On the &th April this year | was
informed by the Minister for Health that the new
regulations were in the process of preparation,
On the Yth August | asked the Ministee whether
he was aware of the suffering caused to people
from the high levels of noise and particalacly
that caused by air-condilioning upits in adjacent
premises.  The Minisier indicaled that he was
aware of this problem—-

Mr Davies: An okl one,
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Mr WILSON: —and that the new regulations
were in draft form. It was hoped they would be
introduced in the near future. On the 19th Sep-
tember | asked the Minister again whether he
was then in a position to indicale when the new
regulations would bhe brought in. He said he was
not in o position then but he hoped to be uble
to make an announcement within the next few
weeks,

Subsequently when | pul guestion 2141 on the
notice paper | was again querying the Minister
s to when these regulations were to be ex-
pected, and the Minister regretted 10 inform me
that the Crown Law Department was preoccupicd
with legislation for the current session and was
unable to attend to these regulations.

[ raise the matler because it is of particular
concern to a constituent of mine. It is a matter
which is causing a severe deterioralion in lhe
health of a person who lives adjicent (o premises
where the noise from the exlerior outlet of an
air-conditioning unit is of a level which is ciusing
this woman to be literally driven mud.

She is in a position where she has no recourse
for relief. The offending unit is adjicent to the
bedrooms of her two children. During the
hoitest days of last summer the windows had o
be kepl closed in order that the children might
have a chance to sleep. The woman cvoncerned
cannot do any gpardening adjacent 1o the air-
conditioning unit—which is left on all the lime
—because the noise level is s0 intense.

As [ said previously, as a result of this con-
stant  impingement of noise and the way it
impinges on cvery aspect of her life and the life
of her family, her health is deteriorating. |
would have expected that the new Minister, in
the enthusiasm of his new appointment, might
be prepared to take up a matter of this kind.
I realisc it is a malter | am raising on behalf
of an individual person but | would consider
that at the highest levels of Goverament, even
at the Ministerial level, it is still possible to have
some concern for the anxiclies and deterioration
in health of one individual person. 1 bad always
believed, and the people on that side of the
House have always tried to Tead us 1o believe,
that their prime concern is with the welfare
of the individual. As a result of my dealings
with the various Ministers and their departments
I am baving second thoughts about that.

There have heen limes when the local govern-
ment noisc ubalement oflicer ind noise abalement
officers from the department have been involved
in this case. On o number of oceasions the per-
son concerned has been led to belicve something
was to be done. and her anxicty and health
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problem has now been complicated because on
all those occasions the hopes that have been
raised have been subsequently dashed, and the
situation has been made even worse because of
it.

Maost recently, on the 15th November, 1 had
a reply from the Minister t¢ a question con-
cerning the same problem in which T referred
to the Jatest letter that has been sent 1o the
department by the Cily of Stirling requesting
that a certificate be issued in respect of noise
from an air-conditioning unit in this home in
Alexander Drive, Dianella. 1 asked—

(4} 1s the commissioner aware of the
possible anxiely, personal distress and
deterioration in  health which has
resulted from this prolonged noise
nuisance?

(5) When can a reply be expected to the

request for the issue of a certificate?

In answer to the former question the Minister
replied, “Yes”, he was aware of the distress and
deterioration in health resuvlting from this pro-
longed noise nuisance. His reply 1o the latter
question was simply—

(5) This request is receiving consideration
and a reply will be sent in due course.

I understand that is a fairly routine reply, but
the problem being faced by the person concerned
is mot a routine problem. 1t is a problem
causing tremendous personal distress and threat-
ening severe deterioration of health.

The other night when T interjected on the
Minister, he refused to bleed for me on a matter
concerning Aboriginal welfare.  Through the
Premier, as the Minister is not present, 1 pul a
personal plea to the Minister that in this case
he might be prepared to bleed a bit for this
individual, T realise that Ministers and big Gov-
ernments have not much time to spare for the
personal distress of individuals.

I hope in this case the new Minister, who
some even believe might aspire 1o the leadership
of his party and the leadership of a Government
in this State, might have time to spare to ensure
the request on behalf of this individual is given
some special atiention so that this person’s dis-
tress and health may be improved and we may
regain perhaps some new hope in Governments
being concerned about the welfare of individuals.

Votes: Medical, $258 551 000; Public Heal(h,
$36 557 000; Mental Health Services, $44 349 000
—put and passed.
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Vote: Community Welfare, $33 476 000—

Item No. 1: Salaries, Wages and Allowances,
$15 269 000—

Mr PEARCE: 1 wish to raise a specific maitter
with regard 10 community welfare. I am concerned
about the operation of the Childrens Court. |
have asked a number of questions—and, I might
add, received most unsatisfactory answers to them
—about the operations of special magistrates of
the Children’s Court. The answers were insult-
ing. -

It was drawn to my attention that one of the
special magistrales—and | did not pick on that
lady because 1 had any personal animus against
her, indeed T have never met her—was 72 years
of age. hardly an appropriate age to be on a
Children’s Court. 1n answer to other questions
it turns out she is not qualified to be a magistrate.
This was where the answers became insuliing.
When [ asked in what way she was qualified, |
was told she had 13 years’ experience in the posi-
tion. When T further asked whether she had any
academic or legal qualifications, the answer was,
“Yes”, So 1 had to come back the next day and
ask what they were. The answer was that she was
a justice of the peace.

No legal or academic qualification is required
to be a justice of the peace, One just fills in a
form, and if the Attorney General likes one, one
gets the job. Many of the problems arising in
senior courts arise originally in juvenile courts
or Children’s Courls and are related to the way
in which children are dealt with in those courts,
This probably marks their attitude towards the
legal process.

1 think the time has come for special Children’s
Court magistrates to be appointed—fully quali-
fied people who work on a full-time basis and are
able to participate in the processes of a Children’s
Court in a legal way and not in the way one would
expect a magistrate to operate in another area.

The Minister is not here and most members are
not here, which is hardly surprising at 4.10 am,,
and most of those who are here are asleep.

Sir Charles Court: 1t is a pity you do not know
the lady in question. Most people on your side
would regard her as a person who is very well
equipped for the work she is doing. My under-
standing is that at the time there was a desire 1o
have people who had a humane, personal, and
warm approach to the matter. rather than people
who would be purely legalistic.

Mr PEARCE: I thank the Premier for the inter-
jection. T make it clear T have nothing against
the lady.
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Sir Charles Court: | did not speak by way of
criticism of what you said, but if you knew the
lady concerned [ think your attitude would be
different.

Mr PEARCE: [ am not suggesting she is not
doing a reasonable job in all the circumstances,
but I accept the point made to me by legal people
recently that the Children’s Courl is an inappropri-
ate place to have people who do not have any legal
training, The Premier is probably quite right in
suggesting the lady is there because an effort was
made to get non-legal people into the Chifdren’s
Court, but if young people go into the legal pro-
cesses through the Children's Court and it does not
operate in a& particular way, and particularly if
punishments are not dished out in a meaningful
way, they can develop a contempt for legal pro-
cesses because of their earlier experience with the
Children's Court, and this can-lead to problems
later on. [ stress I am not getting stuck into the
lady but [ think the time has come for special
Children’s Court magistrates to be appointed.

Yote put and passed.

Part 15: Minister for Water Supplies—

Yote: Country Water Supplies, Sewerage, Drain-
age and [rrigation, $44 339 000—put and passed.

Part 16: Minister for Mines—

Yote: State Batterles, $1750 000—put and
passed.

Part 17: Minister for Transport-—
Vote: Railways, $152 073 000—put and passed.
Schedules A to D put and passed.

Clauses | to 3 put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, without amendment, and the re-
port adopted.

Third Reading
SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands—Treasurer)
[4.16 a.m.): [ move—
That the Bill be now read a third time,

MR JAMIESON (Welshpool) (4,17 am]: I
know it is late and it is unfortunate that the
Treasurer wants to handle the business of the
House in this way, but [ want to take him to task
in respect of some comments he made particularly
in respect of part 1, when [ dealt with the matter
of the deplorable situation in which members of
this Parliament find themselves in comparison with
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members of other Parliaments. [ refer to the
matter of travel arrangemenis. The Treasurer
made great play of the fact that we cunnot take
this in isolation, and that we must consider the
overall position. He said members are far better
off now than they have been. I have been here
for u long time—uas long as the Treasurer—and 1
knew at the time that was not a fact.

In all Ffairness, I usk the Treasurer to have
another look at the position after the figures are
recorded because it is vital not only to members
but also to their constituents that members should
have decent travel arrangements. [ know the Trea-
surer is not very interested in what [ am saying
and is anxious to get home, just as [ am,

Sir Charles Court: No, [ am not,

Mr JAMIESON: However, I would like to
show the Treasurer the expenditure for the Legis-
lative Assembly in 1953-54—the year in which he
and [ entered the Parliament. In that year the
percentage of expenditure on the Assembly and
members' salaries more than doubled the present
figure, because it included all matters appertaining
to the Assembly, plus the item relating to special
Acts for salaries, etc. [n 1953.54 the total ex-
penditure of the Legisiative Assembly was
$16 7132, and the expenditure under special allow-
ances for members’ salaries, etc., was a further
$139000; making a total of $155732. In that
year the total expenditure from the Consolidated
Revenue Fund was $36 191 040. The expenditure
on the Legislative Assembly and members’
salaries expressed as a percentage of the total
Consolidated Revenue Fund expenditure was 0.43.

Over the years that percentage has progressively
decreased. [ point out that the Gnly way we can
make a comparison is by using the percentages.
The Treasurer made great play of electorate
offices, and that sort of thing; but. even allowing
for that the percentage has become far less. L
intend to ask that the table [ have hud drawn up
be incorporated later so that members will be
able to see what has happened, because this is
a serious matter which should not be treated
lightly. :

In the current year, 1978-79, the total estimate
for the Legislative Assembly is $212 000, and the
estimated expenditure under special Acts provid-
ing for salaries is $1.863 million, making a total
of $2.075 million. The total estimaled expendi-
ture from the Consolidated Revenue Fund this
vear is $1 099 239000. ‘FTherefore, the total ex-
penditure on the Legislative Assembly and mem-
bers’ salaries amounts to 0.189 per cent of the
total expenditure from the Consolidated Revenue
Fund.
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That is, however, not a fair comparison because
this year—and for this year alone—the payment
of office expenditure has been included in House
Committee funds, and is not included in the two
items to which | have been referring. Therefore
we can go back and make a real comparison and
members will be able to get some idea of what
is the position.

In 1977-78 the Iotal expenditure of the Legis-
lative Assembly was $703 036,

The special Acts that are provided for salarics
constituted $1714527. A combination of the
two constituted $2 417 563. oul of a 1otal Con-
solidated Revenue Fund of $986 678 658. That
represented 0.245 of 1 per cent of the Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund. looking at this over a
five-year period, it runs from 0.43 of 1 per cent
down 1o the stage where last year it was 0.245
of 1 per cenl, or aboul half of what it was when
the Premier and I first entered this place.

The Premier said we must compare everything.
and 1 have done so. His stalemeni that members
are better ofl now than they have ever been
obviously is a lot of nonsense because clearly
that is not the case. | am sure the Premier is
not interested in being convinced of this malter:
however, he should 1ake it inlo consideration.

If a certain percentage allocation was con-
sidered fair enough 25 years ago i1 should apply
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apply with the legislative Council, although the
figures | have extracied refer only to the As-
sembly. When we reach a siluation where lhe
aliocation is half what it was 25 years ago, it is
time the Government did something to provide
better services, and not be so parsimonious and
mean, as the Premier is inclined 1o be.

The Premier has the money; he cannol deny
that. He will have a considerable surplus, as was
clearly indicated by the Minister for Housing in
Federal Parliamen1 only two days ago, when
making a speech about housing finance and com-
paring the budgetary positions of the various
States. Western Ausiralia proved to be excep-
tionally well off.

We are not asking for much; it would not
amount to $100 000 or even $50 000. The Gov-
ernmenl should make provision for air travel for
members within this Siate. [ do not ask for
overseas Iravel concessions but it is the Govern-
ment’s responsibility and the members’ right—as
it is in all other States—to be able to travel
throughout their own State. Of course, accommo-
dation, meals, eic. would be the members’ own
responsibility. 1 make no bones about advocaling
this reform al this late hour.

The following material was incorporated by

today. 1 am certain the same situation would leave of the House—
Legislative Provided under Tolal Expenditure from (A)asa (B)asa A -I-B
A by Special Acts— Consolidated Revenue  perceniage perceniage as a pef-
Year Expenditure: Salaries and Allow- (A 4-B) Fund: Governmental of C of C~ centage of

Grand Total ances Tribunals Act C

. 3 i i Yo rA
1978-79 $212 000 estimate 31 863 000 estimate 2 075 000 est, $1 059 239 00Q estimate 0-019% 0-16% 0-189
1977-18 3703 036 actual 51 714 327 actual 2417 563 $986 678 658 actual 0-071 G174 0-245
197374 3197 595 actual $775 812 aclual 971 848 5385 901 790 0-051 0-%21 0-252
1968-69  $75 940 $533 955 6053 895 $155306 974 0-049 Q- 0:39
1963-64 £23 823 (347 646) L1392 200 (5278 4000 326 046 £44 531 5351 (389 06) 102) 0-053 0-313 0-366
1958-39 £13 052 (326 104) £122 300 (5244 600) 270 T4 £28 691 629 (857 181 258) 0-045 0-426 0-472
1953-54 £8 166 (516 732) £69 500 (5139 000) 135732 £18 095 520 ($36 191 040) 0-046 0-384 0-430

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands—Treasurer)
[4.27 am}: T know the member for Welshpool
feels deeply about this matter. However, ] would
not be prepared off the cuff to accept that per-
centage relativity in fact is the final arbiter.

Mr Jamieson: You said we should compare
everything.

Sir CHARLES COURT: 1 know. However,
we are looking at an entirely different situation.
When he and 1 came to Parliament in 1953 Wes-
tern Australia was the poorest of the States; it was
a mendicant State. We must consider the total
aspect of the matter. However, 1 will be only
too pleased to examine the table incorporated by
the member for Welshpool and let him have my
considered commenis at a later stage.

Question put and passed.

Bill read s third time and transmitlted to the
Council.

BILLS (6): RETURNED

1. Western Australian Coal Industry Tribunal
Bill.

2. Western  Australian
Authority Bill.

3. Nuclear Activities Regulation Bill.

Overseas  Projects

4, Uranium (Yeelirrie) Agreement Bill.
5. Metropolitan Waler Supply, Sewerage, and
Drainage Act Amendment Bill (No. 2).
6. Wheat Industry Siabilization Act Amendment
Bill.
Bills returned from
amendment.

the Council without
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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE: SPECIAL

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands—Premier)
[4.28 a.m.]: T move—

That the House at its rising adjourn until
11.00 a.m. on Tuesday, the 28th November.

MR DAVIES (Victoria Park—Leader of the
Opposition) 1429 am.]: We are quite huppy
lo go along with this, Perhaps the Premier
could indicute by way of interjection what he
intends to do aboult questions, which now have
accumulated for two days.

Sir Charles Court: The understunding was that
we would do that first thing on the 28th.

Mr DAVIES: The understanding was that we
were going to hand them in.
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Sir Charles Court: We were to try (o work
out how to hand them in. We were to devise
a method,

Mre DAVIES: Another five minutes tg hand
them in now—it would not worry most of those
who are awake; and it certainly would not worry
those who are already asleep.

Sir Charles Court: 1| suggest that 1 arrange
for the Ministers to have their answers distri-
buted. We could then go through the motions
again on the 28th.

Mr DAVIES: That sounds first class. L imagine
there will be an opportunity then for questions
without natice, if there are any, on that day.
I am happy to go along with the motion. We
will not divide!

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 4.30 am. (Friday)



